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Remember the
Low Beat
Bands, shows, good 
times, and fantastic 
times... Howard Glassman 
wraps up a slice of the 
scene.
By Rob smittix

M a n y  o f  u s  l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  f a n s  
a s  w e l l ,  f e l t  a s  i f  a  p a r t  o f  u s  h a s  
d i e d  w h e n  w e  g o t  n e w s  t h a t  T h e  

L o w  B e a t  w a s  c l o s i n g .  T h e  s c e n e  w i l l  
n e v e r  b e  t h e  s a m e  a n d  w e  a t  R a d i o R a -
d i o X . c o m  a n d  X p e r i e n c e  M o n t h l y  
n e e d e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  w i t h  a  p r o p e r  
send-off . oday I took some time to 
talk with ormer owner oward 
G l a s s m a n .  

RRX: I did not receive word that 
o u r  b e l o v e d  L o w  B e a t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
n o  m o r e  u n t i l …  S e p t e m b e r  11t h  o f  t h i s  
year  I saw a social media post simply 
stating he reat ow eat sell-off  
h a s  b e g u n .  S t o p  i n  a n d  g e t  y o u r  p i e c e  
o f  m e m o r a b i l i a / h i s t o r y / c r a p ! !  B r i n g  a  
screwdriver  bo es and AS  

M  I was saddened by the news 
o  course but I understand. I assume in 
t o d a y ’ s  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s  w e  w i l l  b e  l o s i n g  
more music venues. Although I hope 
not. What was the breaking point or 
y o u ?  

HG : reaking point  ow many 
p a g e s  d o  y o u  h a v e  t o  s p e n d  o n  t h i s ?  

onestly the breaking point was back 
in March when I  hit and the ed-
e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  ( t h a t  w a s  a w a r e  o f  
this coming sh  show as ar back as...
N o v e m b e r ? ) d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  i t  c o u l d  t o  
d o w n  p l a y  t h i s  v i r u s  a n d  t h e  d e v a s t a t -
ing eff ects that it was about to have on 
e v e r y o n e  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y ,  m e n t a l l y  a n d  
m o n e t a r i l y .  S o r r y  t o  g e t  p o l i t i c a l  i n  a n  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p i e c e .  A s  m u c h  a s  w e  

ew orkers have had issues with the 
governor over the years  I lay none o  
t h i s  a t  h i s  f e e t .  Y o u  c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  t h e  
b a r / l i v e  m u s i c  b u s i n e s s  w a s n ’ t  c o m i n g  
back anytime soon with or without 
ood service. ust wasn’t happening. I 

broke. ouldn’t sustain taking out any 
more loans and took the fi rst off er I re-
c e i v e d  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

RRX: So or those who don’t know 
t h e  l e g e n d a r y  V a l e n t i n e s  w a s  t h e  p r e -
d e c e s s o r  t o  T h e  L o w  B e a t .  O b v i o u s l y  
with alentines the hospital took over 
the block but he ow eat brought 
back a similar vibe or music ans and 
musicians alike. o you think he ow 
B e a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  p r e d e c e s s o r  f o r  a n o t h -

The Low Beat. Photo by Sarah Winner.
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e r  m u s i c  v e n u e ?  
HG : P r e d e c e s s o r ?  R i g h t  n o w ,  a t  

t h i s  t i m e ,  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  T h e  H o l l o w  s t i l l  
s e e m s  t o  b e  i n  b u s i n e s s  s e r v i n g  f o o d ,  
s o  w h e n  a n d  i f  m u s i c  i s  a l l o w e d  a g a i n  
i n s i d e ,  t h e y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  b e  t h e r e .  
U p s t a t e  C o n c e r t  H a l l  m o v i n g  d o w n  i n -
to the old ap ep will fi ll a void in Al-
b a n y ,  T h e  H a n g a r  i n  T r o y  w i l l  m o s t  
likely have music again. As ar as my-
s e l f  o p e n i n g  a n o t h e r  j o i n t ,  t h a t ’ s  t h e  
l a s t  t h i n g  o n  m y  m i n d  r i g h t  n o w .

RRX: S o  m a n y  m e m o r i e s  f o r  
s h o w -g o e r s  a n d  b a n d s  b u t  y o u  m u s t  
h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w  g r e a t  m e m o r i e s  
y o u r s e l f .  C a r e  t o  s h a r e  a n y  h i g h l i g h t s  
w i t h  u s ?  

HG :  B e s t  m e m o r i e s  w e r e  W u s s y  
s h o w i n g  u p  c l o s e  t o  m i d n i g h t  o n  a  
s c h o o l  n i g h t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  g o t  p o p p e d  
o u t s i d e  o f  C i n c i n n a t i  w i t h  w e e d  i n  t h e  
v a n  a n d  t h e  f o l k s  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e m  
a l l  p i t c h e d  i n ,  l o a d e d  t h e i r  g e a r  a n d  g o t  
e m  o n s t a g e .

G a r t h  H u d s o n  s i t t i n g  i n  w i t h  T h e  
D e a d b e a t s . . . . a t  3: 30a m  m i d w e e k .  S t e v e  
W y n n  s o l o  s t o r y t e l l i n g  a b o u t  h o w  T h e  
B a n g l e s  w r o t e  “ H e r o  T a k e s  a  F a l l ”  
about him. Any and every amell n 

rial happy hour event. Any and every 
F i g g s  s h o w .  I ’ v e  h o n e s t l y  f o r g o t t e n  
m o r e  t h a n  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  a d m i t .

RRX: S a w  s o m e  g r e a t  s h o w s  a t  T h e  
L o w  B e a t  a n d  p l a y e d  a  f e w  m y s e l f .  P e r -
sonally the wo ow arage and Amer-
i c a n  P i n u p  w a s  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o r i t e s .  
W h o  w e r e  s o m e  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  b a n d s  
t h a t  y o u ’ v e  b o o k e d  a t  t h e  L o w  B e a t ?  

HG :  T h e  s h o w s  l i s t e d  a b o v e  a n d  o f  
c o u r s e  T w o  C o w  G a r a g e ,  T h e  R e -
grettes  owling e  ne leven 
H e a v y ,  D a n  S t u a r t  o f  G r e e n  o n  R e d ,  
S h o n e n  K n i f e  a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  B u r n t  

ills fi rst riday in ecember shows. A 
l o t  o f  p e o p l e  d i d n ’ t  s e e  a n y  o f  t h o s e  
s h o w s .

RRX: N o  P e p p e r  w a s  p a i n t e d  b e -
l o w  t h e  s t a g e  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  N o  P e p p e r  
G a m e s  b e n e a t h  t h e  V a l e n t i n e s  s t a g e .  
S o  a s  f a r  a s  m e m o r a b i l i a ,  I ’ m  s u r e  t h i s  

w a s  # 1 o n  m o s t  p e o p l e ’ s  l i s t s .  B e i n g  a  
h u g e  M e t s  f a n  t h a t  y o u  a r e ,  I  a m  u n d e r  
t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h i s  w a s  a  b a s e b a l l  
t e r m .  W h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  y o u ?  

HG :  N o  P e p p e r  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
p a i n t e d  o n  t h e  B o g i e s  s t a g e  b a c k  i n  ‘ 9 1.  
T o o k  i t  w i t h  m e  t o  V a l e n t i n e s  a n d  n a t u -
r a l l y  t o  T h e  L o w  B e a t .  P e p p e r  i s  a  b a s e -
b a l l  w a r m  u p  g a m e  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  w h e r e  
a  p l a y e r  w i t h  a  f u n g o  b a t  ( a  b r o k e n  b a t  
t h a t  i s  h e a v i l y  t a p e d ) w i l l  l i g h t l y  h i t  a  
ball to three  our  fi ve players all lined 
u p .  T h e  m a i n  g i s t  o f  i t  i s  t h e  p l a y e r s  
fi eld the ball cleanly and toss it back or 
t h e  p l a y e r  w i t h  t h e  b a c k  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  
p r o c e s s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  g a m e  i t  
w a s  p l a y e d  n e a r  t h e  w a l l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
d u g o u t  a n d  h o m e  p l a t e  w h e r e  f a n s  
would watch. ne bad hop on a sharp 
b a l l  a n d  i t  c o u l d  t a k e  a  f a n  o u t .  H e n c e  
t h e  s p r a y  p a i n t i n g  o n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  N o  
P e p p e r  G a m e s .  M o r e  t h a n  y o u  p r o b a -
b l y  c a r e d  t o  k n o w .

RRX: S o  w h a t ’ s  n e x t  f o r  C o a l  P a l -
a c e  K i n g s ,  K r a n e P o o l  R e c o r d s  a n d  
N i g h t h a w k s ?  

HG :  C o a l  P a l a c e  K i n g s  h a s n ’ t  b e e n  
i n  t h e  s a m e  r o o m  s i n c e  l a t e  F e b r u a r y .  
Y o u  k n o w  w h y .  I f  t h e r e ’ s  e v e r  a  v a c c i n e ,  
w e  w i l l  c o n v e n e  a g a i n  b u t  p r o b a b l y  n o t  
i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  B l a c k  F r i d a y  s h o w .  
K r a n e P o o l  R e c o r d s  t h r o w s  a  g r e a t  M e -
m o r i a l  D a y  p a r t y  e v e r y  y e a r ,  b u t  n o t  
t h i s  y e a r .  H o p e f u l l y  i n  2021.

N i g h t h a w k s  ( T r o y  N Y ) i s  o p e n  
W e d n e s d a y  t h r o u g h  F r i d a y  n o o n -
10p m ,  S a t u r d a y  a n d  S u n d a y  b r u n c h  i s  
f r o m  10a m -3p m  a n d  b u r g e r s ,  d i n n e r  
a n d  d r i n k s  u n t i l  10p m .  T a k e  o u t ,  d e l i v -
e r y  a n d  s o c i a l l y  d i s t a n c e d  i n d o o r  d i n -
i n g .  W e a r  a  m a s k  w h e n  m o v i n g  a b o u t .  
T r u e  f a r m -t o -t a b l e  g o o d n e s s  l i k e  
y o u ’ v e  n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d .  T r u s t  m e .

N i g h t h a w k s  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  4 61 B r o a d -
w a y  i n  T r o y  a n d  m o r e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  
h e r e .  

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
n i g h t h a w k s t r o y /

h t t p s : / / w w w . n i g h t h a w k s t r o y . c o m /  

Be Sure to Pick Up a 
Gift Certificate 

for the music
lover in your Life!
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136 Third Street
Two Waterford Locations

35B Saratoga Ave

(518) 244-3815(518) 326-4328

We service children 6 weeks - 12 years

Hours 6am - 5:30pm

All health guidelines followed and enforced
for your child’s safety.

NYS Inspections, Computer Diagnostics, 
Brakes/Tires, Steering, Suspension, Lube,Oil 
and Filter,  Differential Services and MORE! 

*********** 

A Mechanic You Can TRUST! 

122 Ontario Street Cohoes 

518-237-8170 

S  H
 sto  s o  a e oo

Te et o   - 

pa pa me rome
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CLEMENTFrame Shop
& Art Gallery

“Where Picture Framing is an Art”

201 Broadway, Troy, NY
clementart.com and Facebook

(518) 272-6811
clementart@nycap.rr.com

Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 5pm

More time at home? 
Enhance your space with love

Frame some special photos
Add some special artwork

Visitors must wear acceptable face coverings 
and maintain appropriate distancing.

Or at Your Convenience by Appointment

live paaionately

9 First Strrt  Troy, NY   www.slidindirty.com

Gift certificates
available

V  
S  

TROY
4    S

NY
227  S

 S o

20 Northern Drive, Troy

Hours
Tues - Sat, 9am - 6pm

For Appt, Call
Madysen Stone Dan Brown

(518) 300-9487 (518) 203-6353
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Word per Word with
the lead from 
Verbatim

Guitarist and frontman Anthony 
Pivoda tells all on his style 
and his substance.

A n t h o n y  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  a r e a ’ s  ‘ y o u n g -
e r ’  t a l e n t s ,  b u t  h i s  t a l e n t  i s  b y  n o  
m e a n s  j u v e n i l e !

H e  t e a r s  u p  a  s t a g e  w i t h  m o d e r n  
h a r d  r o c k  a n d  h i s  s c r e a m i n g  g u i t a r .   
W e  h a v e  s o  m a n y  w e l l -s e a s o n e d  p e r -
f o r m e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i t  i s  g r e a t  f o r  m e  t o  
s e e  t h e s e  g u y s  r e a d y  t o  s t e p  i n  a n d  c a r -
r y  o n  t h e  l o c a l  m u s i c  t r a d i t i o n .

T h e  n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  i s  a  b r e a t h  o f  
f r e s h  a i r ,  m o s t  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
s o n g s  t o  t h e  t a b l e .

R R X  I n t e r v i e w s  V e r b a t i m s ’  A n t h o -
n y  P i v o d a

l e a d  v o c a l s ,  r h y t h m  g u i t a r i s t  
RRX: D o  y o u  s e e  y o u r s e l f  a s  a n  

a r t i s t  o r  a n  e n t e r t a i n e r ?
A P :  E n t e r t a i n e r .   W e  p u s h  h a r d  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  b e s t  o u t  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s  q u a l i -
t y  m o d e r n  h a r d  r o c k  m e t a l .  W e  h a v e  
d r u m  s o l o s ,  g u i t a r  s o l o s ,  s t r u c t u r e d  
s o n g s  2: 50 t o  6 m i n u t e s  l o n g ,  a n d  s i n g  
a l o n g  s o n g s  w i t h  c a t c h y  c h o r u s e s  a r e  
t h e  b e s t  t o  c o m e  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  i f  y o u  
l i k e  o u r  g e n r e  o f  m u s i c .  W e  p l a y  h a r d  
a n d  g o  h o m e  r e a d y  t o  r o c k  t h e  n e x t  
p l a c e  l o u d  a n d  h e a v y !  

RRX: D o  y o u  c o n s i d e r  r o c k  a s  a  

m u s i c  s t y l e  a s  a l i v e  a n d  v i b r a n t  a s  
e v e r ?   

A P : R o c k  m u s i c  i s  a l i v e !  
RRX: A r e  y o u  o v e r  t h e  h i l l ,  o r  t h e  

b e s t  i s  y e t  t o  c o m e ?
A P : A l t h o u g h  I  d i d n ’ t  g r o w  u p  i n  

60s ,  70s ,  o r  80s  I  c a n ’ t  i g n o r e  t h e  f a c t  
t h o s e  d a y s  w h e r e  s p e c i a l  f o r  r o c k .  I t  
s e e m s  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  h e l p i n g  p r o d u c e  
a n d  w i d e n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  m a k e s  i t  e a s y  t o  i g n o r e  n e w  

a v e n u e s .  A n  e x a m p l e  i n  
m y  o p i n i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  j u s t  a n  o p i n i o n ,  i s  
b a c k  i n  t h e  d a y  i f  B i l l ,  S u e  a n d  J o h n  
s a i d  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  a  c o n c e r t  a  w e e k  
b e f o r e  a  s h o w ,  p e o p l e  w e n t ! ! ! !    T h e y  
d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  S k y p e ,  e m a i l ,  
p h o n e  t a g  e t c .  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ’ t  m a k e  
i t ! ! ! !  T h e y  s t a y e d  c o m m i t t e d  t o  g o i n g  t o  
e v e n t s !  I  c o u l d  r e a l l y  w r i t e  a  w h o l e  e s -
s a y  o f  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  
a n d  m u s i c  b u t  t o  k e e p  i t  s i m p l e ,  y e s ,  
r o c k  i s  a l i v e !  Y e s  t h e r e  a r e  g o o d  a r t i s t s  
and entertainers out there resh off  the 
p r e s s  a n d  o v e r  t h e  h i l l .  T h e  518 m u s i c  

scene is fl ooded with talented artists 
o l d  a n d  y o u n g .  A n d  r i g h t  n o w ,  c o v e r  
b a n d s  a n d  o r i g i n a l  r o c k  b l u e s  m e t a l  
h a r d  r o c k  n e e d  t o  b a n d  t o g e t h e r  d u r i n g  
t h e s e  t i m e s  

RRX:  D o  y o u  s e e  y o u r  l y r i c s  a s  a  
f o r m  o f  p o e t r y  o r  a s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
c a t c h y  l i n e s ?

A P :  C a t c h y  l i n e s  w i t h  a  h i n t  o f  p o -
etry. I fi rst always look or the purpose 
o f  a  s o n g .  W h a t  i s  t h e  m a i n  m e s s a g e ,  i s  
i t  l o v e ,  a n g e r ,  w o r k ,  h o m e  l i f e ,  a  f e e l -
i n g ?  T h e n  I  d e v e l o p  t h e  s t o r y  w h i c h  
l e a d s  u p  t o  c a t c h y  c h o r u s e s .  

RRX: W h o  a r e  y o u r  e x a m p l e s  a n d  
i n s p i r a t i o n s ?

A P : I  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n -
s p i r a t i o n s  b u t  t o  b e  h o n e s t  t h e  m o s t  
i m p a c t  o n  m y  g r o w t h  a s  a  m u s i c i a n  
c a m e  t o  m e  i n  m y  h o m e  518 m u s i c  
s c e n e .  A t  14  y e a r s  o l d  I  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  t o  
l o c a l  e v e n t s  w i t h  m y  f a t h e r  s e e i n g  p e o -
p l e  s u c h  a s  b l u e s  p l a y e r s  J o h n n y  M o r s e  
i n  T u g b o a t  t a v e r n .   O u t d o o r  e v e n t s  s e e -
i n g  a s  I  l i k e  a n d  p l a y  h a r d  r o c k  m e t a l  
m u s i c ,  I  a l s o  f o l l o w e d  b a n d s  s u c h  a s  
D e a d  a n d  D y i n g ,  L a s t  C a l l ,  B r i c k  b y  
B r i c k ,  S e c t i o n  8 e t c .  N o  p a r t i c u l a r  o r -
d e r  a n d  m a n y  g r e a t  o t h e r  b a n d s .  A l s o  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  a  c o u p l e  p e o p l e  t h a t  
h a v e  h e l p e d  s e t  m e  i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  w h e n  
I  w a s  a  t e e n a g e r ,  R a l p h  R e n n a ,  M i k e  
V a l e n t i n e ,  J o e  C h a o s  a l l  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  
t a l e n t e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  o w n  r e g a r d !  
T h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  t a u g h t  m e  t o  p l a y  
e v e n  i f  i t  w a s  j a m m i n g  o r  j u s t  g u i d e  m e  
i n  w h a t  g e a r  t o  b u y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  w a y  
I ’ d  l i k e  t o  T o m  D i o n ,  R e d ,  S h a w n  M a t -
t h e w  H i t  a n d  R u n  l o c a l ,  L a r r y  B o t t o ,  
M i k e  L i g g o t i ,  T o m  W a t e r s .  I  l e a r n  a  l o t  
f r o m  j u s t  w a t c h i n g  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  
t h e s e  s e a s o n e d  m u s i c i a n s  d o  t h e i r  
t h i n g  w h e t h e r  i t ’ s  a  p r o m o t i o n a l  m u s i c  
r e l a t e d  t h i n g  o r  h o w  t o  p l a y .  A n d  t h e r e  
a r e  m a n y  m o r e  n a m e s  l o c a l  a n d  
r e g i o n a l .  

RRX: W h a t  a r e  y o u r  t h r e e  f a v o r i t e  
a l b u m s  o f  a l l  t i m e ?  

A P : P i n k  F l o y d  - D a r k  S i d e  o f  t h e  
M o o n ,  S y s t e m  o f  a  D o w n - H y p n o t i z e d ,  
B l u e  O c t o b e r  –  F o i l e d .

RRX: H o w  d o  y o u  d e c i d e  w h a t  t o  

By Stephanie Bartik

Photo by Stephanie Bartik.
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w e a r  o n  s t a g e ?
A P : W h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  p i c k i n g  o u t  

w h a t  I  w e a r  o n  s t a g e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  
i m a g e  I ’ m  t r y i n g  t o  p r o d u c e  i f  I ’ m  p l a y -
i n g  o u t  w i t h  m y  b a n d  d o i n g  a n  o r i g i n a l  
s e t  y o u  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  s e e  m e  w e a r i n g  
m o s t l y  b l a c k  c o l o r e d  c l o t h i n g ,  l e a t h e r  
j a c k e t ,  w i n g  t i p  s h o e s  a n d  s o m e  s l i c k e d  
b a c k  h a i r .  N e v e r  w e a r  s h o r t s  a l w a y s  
c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  a  p a i r  o f  j e a n s .

RRX: A r e  y o u  o v e r  t h e  h i l l ,  o r  t h e  
b e s t  i s  y e t  t o  c o m e ?

A P : T h e r e  i s  a  p r i m e  t o  m u s i c i a n s !  
I t ’ s  v e r y  s i m p l e ,  h o w  y o u  t r e a t  y o u r  
body aff ects you later on  Practice is al-
w a y s  k e y  t o  a  g o o d  f u t u r e  i n  t a k i n g  
w h a t ’ s  i n  y o u r  h e a d  a n d  g e t t i n g  o u t  
t h e m  s p e a k e r s !  I t ’ s  n o t  a l w a y s  a b o u t  
p l a y i n g  m u s i c ,  l i s t e n i n g  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  
o t h e r  s o u n d s  g e n r e s  e t c .  i s  i m p o r t a n t  
b u t  y o u  a l s o  m u s t  p u t  t h o s e  s k i l l s  t o  t h e  
t e s t  a l m o s t  w e e k l y  a t  l e a s t .  W i t h  o t h e r  
m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o m b i n a t i o n s  h a -h a .  I t  
d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  y o u  p l a y  a n d  h o w  y o u  
t r e a t  y o u r  b o d y  k e e p  y o u r  b o d y  y e s ,  

y o u  c a n  b e  s h i t -f a c e d  a n d  w r i t e  a  g o o d  
s o n g  a n d  y o u  c a n  b e  s o b e r  a n d  w r i t e  a  
g o o d  t u n e  b u t  c a n  y o u  b r i n g  t h a t  c o n -
s t a n t  d r i v e  e v e r y  t i m e  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w ,  
m a n  t h i s  i s  a  t o u g h  q u e s t i o n  

RRX: W h a t  g o t  y o u  t o  w r i t e  s o n g s  
( c h i l d h o o d  t r a u m a ,  h a p p i n e s s ,  
m o n e y ) ?

A P :  W h a t  g o t  m e  i n t o  w r i t i n g  w a s  
a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  g o o d  a n d  b a d !  N e v e r  
d o  I  l o o k  a t  t h e  b a d  a n d  g e t  k n o c k e d  
d o w n  b y  i t !  I  t r y  t o  t a k e  t h o s e  e x p e r i -
e n c e s  a n d  w r i t e  a  k i l l e r  r o c k  s o n g  f r o m  
i t .  I  s t i l l  ( a n d  h a v e  k e p t  s i n c e  I  w a s  13 
y e a r s  o l d ) j u s t  a  t h r e e -r i n g  b i n d e r  w i t h  
a b o u t  150 p a g e s  o f  p a p e r  i n  i t  t o  s c h o o l  
a n d  w h e n  a  l i c k  o r  i d e a  c a m e  a b o u t  I ’ d  
j u s t  w r i t e  i t  d o w n .  S t i l l  d o ,  n o  m a t t e r  
w h e r e  I  g o  I ’ m  h u m m i n g  a  t u n e  o r  j u s t  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  a  s o n g ,  d r i v i n g ,  i n  t h e  
s h o w e r  w h i l e  I  w o r k  i f  i t  h i t s  i t  h i t s  I  
w r i t e  i t  d o w n  a n d  j a m  o n  i t  l a t e r !  

RRX: an you remember the fi rst 
t i m e  y o u  w r o t e  a  s o n g ?   D e s c r i b e  i t  t o  
m e .

A P : he fi rst time I wrote a song I 
w a s  l i s t i n g  t o  a  l o t  o f  D i o .   B u t ,  u n l i k e  
D i o ,  t h e  s o n g  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b a s i c  c h o r d s  
a n d  a  l o t  o f  s c r e a m i n g ,  h a -h a ,  y o u  t e n d  
t o  l e a n  h e a v y  o n  y o u r  i n s p i r a t i o n s  a t  
fi rst  then  as you developed your own 
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  y o u r  w r i t i n g  b e c o m e s  
m o r e  p e r s o n a l  a l l  i n  t i m e !

RRX: W h o  g a v e  y o u  t h e  s u p p o r t  t o  
k e e p  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ?  W h o  
d i d  y o u  p l a y  t h e  e a r l y  s o n g s  f o r ?

A P : M o s t l y  b a n d m a t e s  o r  p e o p l e  I  
w a s  w r i t i n g  a  s o n g  w i t h .

RRX:  W h a t  d o  y o u  f e e l  l i k e  w h e n  
y o u  p l a y  o n e  o f  y o u r  s o n g s  a n d  p e o p l e  
applaud  or sing along  Is it an a   rma-
t i o n  o r  a n  i r r i t a t i o n ?

A P : I t ’ s  a w e s o m e  t o  s e e  p e o p l e  h a p -
p y  o r  e m o t i o n a l  a b o u t  a  s o n g !  N e v e r  a  
b a d  t h i n g  t o  h a v e  p e o p l e  g r a b  t h e  m i c  
a n d  s i n g  w i t h  y e a h !

RRX: D o  y o u  s e e  y o u r s e l f  m o r e  a s  
a  s o n g w r i t e r  o r  s i n g e r ?  

A P : I  a m  m o r e  o f  a  s o n g w r i t e r !  
RRX:  T e l l  m e  a b o u t  a  t i m e  w h e n  

t h e r e  w e r e  e q u i p m e n t  i s s u e s  t h a t  o c -
c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  s o n g .  W h a t  
w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  h o w  d i d  y o u  r e a c t ?

A P :  E q u i p m e n t  f a i l u r e  a n d / o r  p r o b -
l e m s  a r e  n o t  u n c o m m o n ,  i t ’ s  b o u n d  t o  
h a p p e n  a t  s o m e  p o i n t  a n d  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  
r e c o v e r  i s  t o  h a v e  b a c k u p s .  I  u s u a l l y  k e e p  
a  c o u p l e  c h o r d s  o n  s t a n d b y  i f  I  d o n ’ t  l i k e  
h o w  m y  w i r e l e s s  r e s p o n d s  o r  i f  I  b r e a k  a  
s t r i n g  I ’ l l  h a v e  m y  b a c k  u p  g u i t a r  t u n e d  
r e a d y  t o  w i p e .

RRX:  T e l l  m e  a b o u t  a  t i m e  w h e n  y o u  
h a d  t o  h a n d l e  a n  u n r u l y  a u d i e n c e  
m e m b e r .

A P : T h e  w o r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  I  h a d  
w i t h  a n  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r  i s  w h e n  I  
w a s  p l a y i n g  i n  a  b a r  o u t  i n  A l b a n y  a n d  
someone walked off  with my hardware 
c a s e .  I  l e a r n e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  o t h e r s  t o  
h e l p  y o u  l o a d  o r  u n l o a d  e q u i p m e n t !   
H e l p  i s  a l w a y s  a p p r e c i a t e d  b u t  y o u  
h a v e  t o  r e s p e c t i v e l y  d e c l i n e .

$3 Off for
Orders Over $20

EAT  IN TAKE  OUT DELIVERY
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          e are a boutique, full-service media agency 
focused on helping small- and medium-sized 
businesses grow in the ever-changing and 
increasingly competitive information age.

We ooer a complimentary strategic plan to every 
client program. We find solutions for businesses 
through a proprietary S.through a proprietary S.W.O.T. analysis process 
and develop a holistic plan that takes all 
aspects of your business into consideration.

Call us today to schedule your 
complimentary consultation.

saratogaspringsdigital@gmail.com

Now through December 30, 2020 
receive a Free 5 page Wordpress website 
with any marketing package.

saratogaspringsdigital.com

Tues - Wed: 3PM - 10PM

Now Open 7 Days a Week!

Thurs - Fri: 3PM - 11PM
Sat: 12PM - 11PM
Sun: 12PM - 10PM

Kitchen closes at 8:30pm each night

Expanded Patio and
Outdoor Seating 
Available

Open for Indoor
Customers

Takeout

Great Beer List and
Large Selection of

Spirits
We have the 

NFL Package!
Gift Certificates Available

Let’s fine tune your financial plan.
It all starts with one meeting.

I can help you organize your financial goals and create a 
wealth plan that helps you meet future financial needs. 

Call today to schedule an appointment. 

Mark Pierre
Vice President | Financial Advisor

Morgan Stanley
340 Broadway • Suite 6 • Saratoga Springs • New York • 12866 

www.morganstanleyfa.com/mark.pierre
518-583-5606

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.  CRC2970663 03/20
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Power Trios and the
Music that Loves Them

Punk/Alternative band 
Pencildive has a new 
album, and a healthy 
fear of the Cricket Man.

T h e r e ’ s  a  d e b a t e ,  p e r h a p s  o n l y  i n  
t h i s  w r i t e r ’ s  h e a d ,  a b o u t  g e n r e .  
W h a t  r o l e  d o  w e ,  a s  a r t i s t s ,  p l a y  i n  

t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  a  g e n r e ?  A t  w h a t  p o i n t  
d o e s  a n  a r t i s t  p u s h i n g  t h e  e n v e l o p e  
f r o m  o n e  g e n r e  b e c o m e  a  w h o l e  n e w  
g e n r e ?  A n d  c a n  I  d e c l a r e  a  g e n r e  f o r  m y  
m u s i c ,  o r  m u s t  i t  b e  c o n f e r r e d  b y  s o m e  
e x t e r n a l  b o d y ?

T h e  G l e n s  F a l l s  b a n d  P e n c i l d i v e  
d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  t h a t .  
T h e y ’ r e  p u n k ;  w e l l ,  t h e y ’ r e  g l o o m ,  a n d  
d o n ’ t  f o r g e t  a l t e r n a t i v e .  S i n g e r  G i n a  D e  
N a r d o ,  b a s s i s t  K e v i n  C a r d i n a l e ,  a n d  
d r u m m e r  Z a c h  H i r s c h ,  b y  a n y  l a b e l ,  
a r e  p r e t t y  k i c k a s s .

RRX: P e n c i l d i v e  h a s  a  p r e t t y  h a r d  
d r i v i n g  s o u n d .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e r e  
a r e  t a s t y  l i t t l e  c h a n g e -u p s  h i d d e n  i n  
t h e  g r o o v e s ,  b r e a k s  u p  t h a t  f o r c e f u l  
p u s h  i n  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  w a y .  W h e n  y o u  a l l  
f o r m e d  t h e  b a n d ,  d i d  y o u  h a v e  a  

c o n c e p t  f o r  t h e  s o u n d  y o u  w e r e  g o i n g  
f o r ,  o r  w a s  i t  b a s i c a l l y  ‘ t h r e e  p e o p l e  i n  a  
r o o m ? ’

Z H: I  w o u l d n ’ t  s a y  w e  k n e w  e x a c t l y  
t h e  s o u n d  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  f o r .  W e  k n e w  
w e  h a d  p r e f e r e n c e s / s e n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  
c o u l d  c o m p l e m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  a  n i c e  
w a y .  B u t  w e  w e r e n ’ t  s t a r t i n g  t o t a l l y  
f r o m  s c r a t c h  —  G i n a  h a d  a  p e r s o n a l  a r -
c h i v e  o f  s o n g s  s h e ’ d  b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  
f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  s o  w e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  g r e a t  
m a t e r i a l  t o  b u i l d  u p o n .  A l s o ,  b e f o r e  w e  
f o r m e d  t h i s  i t e r a t i o n  o f  P e n c i l d i v e ,  t h e  
t h r e e  o f  u s  t o u r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  2017 i n  
diff erent bands. ina and evin were 

i n  A s a  M o r r i s  &  T h e  M e s s  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  
a n d  I  w a s  d r u m m i n g  f o r  B R E N . ) S o  w e  
g o t  a n  i d e a  o f  w h a t  e v e r y o n e  c o u l d  c o n -
t r i b u t e  m u s i c a l l y ,  w e  r e a l i z e d  w e  l i k e d  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  i t  j u s t  m a d e  s e n s e  t o  
j o i n  f o r c e s .

RRX: Y o u ’ r e  a  t h r e e -p i e c e  b a n d .  
I ’ v e  i n t e r v i e w e d  a  f e w  t h r e e -p i e c e  
bands. In uestioning about the diff er-
ences  them not being a our or more  
p i e c e ,  I ’ d  a l w a y s  g e t  b a c k  s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  ‘ w e  p l a y  w i t h  w h a t  w e  g o t . ’  S o  i n -
s t e a d  o f  a s k i n g  y o u  a b o u t  w h a t  s u c k s  
not being a our or more  piece  I’ll 
a s k ;  w h a t ’ s  t h e  c o o l  p a r t  o f  b e i n g  a  

t h r e e -p i e c e ?
KC:  I ’ v e  c o n s i d e r e d  a d d i n g  a n o t h -

e r  g u i t a r  p l a y e r  b e f o r e  s o l e l y  s o  t h a t  I  
c a n  r u n  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a g e  f r e e l y ,  l i k e l y  
r o l l i n g  a r o u n d  a n d  s c r e a m i n g .  H O W -
E V E R ,  I  r e a l l y  l o v e  w h a t  w e  c r e a t e  a s  
t h e  t h r e e -p i e c e .  P l a y i n g ,  n o  m a t t e r  
h o w  m a n y  b o d i e s  a r e  i n  y o u r  b a n d ,  
c o m e s  d o w n  t o  e n e r g y .  E v e r y  i n s t r u -
m e n t  g e t s  r o o m  t o  b r e a t h e ,  a n d  I  l o v e  
t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  i t  f r o m  a  l o g i s t i c s  a n -
g l e .  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a l m o s t  b l u e  
c o l l a r  a b o u t  b e i n g  a  p o w e r  t r i o .  I  g u e s s  
t h e  M i n u t e m e n  a r e  t h e  e p i t o m e  o f  
w h a t ’ s  c o o l  a b o u t  b e i n g  a  t r i o ,  t o  m e ;  
t h e y ’ r e  a l l  g o d s  a t  t h e i r  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  
a n d  y e t  t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  t h a t  
f e e l s  v e r y  d o w n  t o  e a r t h .  A l s o ,  p a c k i n g  
f o r  t o u r  i s  s u p e r  e a s y .

RRX: Y o u  h a v e  a  n e w  a l b u m  c o m -
i n g  o u t .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  W e ’ r e  n o t  
g o o d  w i t h  c a k e s ,  b u t  w e ’ l l  p u t  a  c o o k i e  

Pencildive (l-r Zach Hirsch, Gina De Nardo, Kevin Cardinale) Photo provided.

By Liam Sweeny
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r e c i p e  i n  y o u r  c o p y  o f  t h e  p a p e r .  J o k e s  
a s i d e ,  i t ’ s  a  g r e a t  t i m e  h a v i n g  a n  a l b u m  
o u t ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h e n  y o u  h a v e  i t  o u t .  I t ’ s  
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a  l o t  o f  w o r k .  S o  I ’ l l  s h u t  
u p  a n d  l e t  y o u  a l l  t a l k  a b o u t  i t .

KC:  O h ,  i t ’ s  g o i n g  t o  b e  r a d .  I  t h i n k  
i t ’ s  h e a v i e r  a n d  a l s o  s o n i c a l l y  m u c h  
w e i r d e r  t h a n  o u r  l a s t  r e c o r d .  G i n a  i s  
letting me do a lot o  trippy stuff  with 
pedals and eff ects this time  which is 
m y  b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r .  M u s i c / r e c o r d i n g  
e q u i p m e n t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  t h i n g  I  n e r d  
o u t  t h e  m o s t  a b o u t .  A l s o ,  G i n a ’ s  s o n g s  
a r e  t h e  b e s t  t h e y ’ v e  e v e r  b e e n  a n d  
Z a c h ’ s  d r u m m i n g  i s  f u c k e d  u p .  I  t h i n k  
h e  c a m e  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  a l i e n  p l a n e t  
t h e y  f o u n d  T r a v i s  B a r k e r  o n .

RRX: Y o u  c a l l  y o u r s e l v e s  ‘ p u n k /
g l o o m / a l t e r n a t i v e . ’  I ’ m  i n t r i g u e d .  I ’ v e  
n o t i c e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  g e t t i n g  c r e a t i v e  
w i t h  g e n r e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e .  L i k e  ‘ g l o o m ’  
a s  a  g e n r e .  S o m e  w o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t ’ s  
m o r e  j o k e  t h a n  g e n r e ,  b u t  i s  i t  r e a l l y ?  
W h e n  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  d e c i d e  s o m e -
t h i n g ’ s  a  g e n r e …  s o  i s  ‘ g l o o m ’  a n  a c t u a l  
g e n r e ,  o r  i s  i t  i n  t h e  r u n n i n g ?

Z H:  I  t h i n k  t h e  t y p i c a l  g e n r e s  l i k e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  a n d  r o c k  a r e  v a g u e ,  a n d  
t h e y  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  t e l l  y o u  e n o u g h .  
“ G l o o m ”  d o e s n ’ t  r e a l l y  t e l l  y o u  m u c h ,  
e i t h e r ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  i t  g i v e s  y o u  s o m e -
thing a little more specifi c descriptive. 
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  l o t s  o f  b a n d s  a r e  i n v e n t -
i n g  r a n d o m  n e w  g e n r e  t a g s ,  a n d  i t  g e t s  
a  l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s  s o m e t i m e s .  S o  I  t h i n k  
“ g l o o m ”  i s  b o t h  a  n o d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w e ’ r e  a l l  j u s t  m a k i n g  s h i t  u p ,  a n d  i n  
t h a t  s e n s e  i t ’ s  k i n d  o f  a  j o k e ,  b u t  a t  t h e  
s a m e  t i m e  i t  a c t u a l l y  f e e l s  l i k e  a n  a p -
p r o p r i a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s i c .  
S o m e o n e  g a v e  u s  t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n  o n  a  
fl yer and we liked it.

RRX: T i m e s  l i k e  t h e s e  a r e  t o u g h  
o n  b a n d s .  S u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  u n d e r -
g r o u n d  s h o w s ,  b u t  w e  c a n ’ t  t a l k  a b o u t  
t h e m .  T h i n g s  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  a n d  i t  
s e e m s  l i k e  t h e  m o r e  t h a t  p e o p l e  n e e d  
f r e s h  m u s i c  t o  g e t  b y ,  t h e  h a r d e r  i t  i s  t o  
g e t  t h a t  m u s i c  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  I  f o u n d  
y o u  o n  F a c e b o o k ,  w h i c h  t o o k  m e  t o  
y o u r  B a n d c a m p  p a g e .  H o w  e l s e  c a n  

people fi nd you
G D :   O u r  m u s i c  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  

a n y  s t r e a m i n g  p l a t f o r m  ( e . g .  S p o t i f y ,  
A m a z o n ,  G o o g l e  P l a y ,  i T u n e s ,  e t c . )  I n s -
tagram is where you can fi nd our up-
d a t e s  a n d  j u i c y  s t o r i e s .    A l s o ,  i f  y o u  h a -
v e n ’ t  a l r e a d y  d o n e  s o ,  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  
C r i c k e t  M a n  m u s i c  v i d e o  t h a t  m y  v e r y  
g o o d  f r i e n d  A n g e l a  S h e i l  a n d  I  c r e -
a t i v e l y  p r o d u c e d .  I t ’ s  r e a l l y  m o r e  o f  a  
short fi lm than a music video.  And 
p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  m a k e  s u r e  t o  t a k e  n o t e  o f  
a l l  o f  t h e  a m a z i n g l y  t a l e n t e d  p e o p l e  
i n v o l v e d .   

h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e / a n -k z 2P U L P c   
RRX: W h e n  I  w r i t e  b o o k s ,  o r  d e -

s i g n  a  c o v e r ,  I  l i k e  t o  l e a v e  E a s t e r  e g g s .  
ew people ever fi nd my aster eggs  

I ’ m  a  g o o d  h i d e r .  A n d  I  k n o w  b a n d s  
like to do this too  hidden cool stuff  or 
t h i n g s  w i t h  i n s i d e r  m e a n i n g s  f o r  t h e  
a u d i o  f a i t h f u l .  D i d  y o u  a l l  p u t  a n y t h i n g  
i n t o  t h e  n e w  a l b u m  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  s e e n  
a s  a n  “ E a s t e r  e g g ” ?

G D :  I  n e v e r  r e a l l y  l i k e d  E a s t e r .  
W a s  J e s u s  i n t o  p a s t e l s  a n d  h o l l o w  
c h o c o l a t e  b u n n i e s ?   T h e  h o l l o w  b u n n y  
w a s  a l w a y s  s u c h  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  B u t  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a  p e r f e c t  r e p r e s e n t a -
t i o n  o f  a  b i z a r r e l y  c o m m e r c i a l i z e d  h o l -
i d a y .    I n  a n y  c a s e ,  y o u  m a y  h e a r  a n d  
f e e l  s o m e  c o m m o n  t h e m e s  i n  t h e  n e w  
album but you must look within to fi nd 
t h e  g o l d e n  e g g .  

RRX: T h i s  i s  w h e r e  y o u  a n s w e r  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  I  d i d n ’ t  a s k .  I s  G l e n s  F a l l s  t h e  
N o r t h  C o u n t r y ?  I s  t h e  C r i c k e t  M a n  r e -
a l ?  E d u c a t e ,  e n l i g h t e n ,  e m o t e  –  t h e  
fl oor is yours.

G D :  T h e  N o r t h  C o u n t r y ?   T u r n s  o u t  
n o n e  o f  u s  r e a l l y  k n o w .  B u t  i t ’ s  c o l d .  
A n d  t h a t  c o u n t s  f o r  s o m e t h i n g .

Z H:  T h e  C r i c k e t  M a n  i s  r e a l .  H e  
c o m e s  t o  y o u  i n  y o u r  d r e a m s .  T h a t ’ s  a l l  
I ’ l l  s a y .  

KC:  T h e  C r i c k e t  M a n  i s  v e r y  r e a l ,  
a n d  h e  l i v e s  i n  y o u r  d e e p e s t  f u c k i n g  
n i g h t m a r e s .  T h e  s h i t  y o u  d o n ’ t  e v e n  t e l l  
y o u r  s h r i n k .

G D :   T h e  C r i c k e t  M a n  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  
r e a l .  T h o s e  w h o  k n o w ,  k n o w .  

16 Beers and 
Cider on Tap

41 112th Street, Troy

(518) 235-4141

Award Winning
Burgers and
2016
Wing Wars
Winner
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RIVER ROCKS

209-211 RIVER STREET
TROY, NY 12180
(518) 273-4532

ARTCENTRIC MARKETPLACE
Hours

266 River Street, Downtown Troy, NY (518) 691-0007  
Unique Gifts
Vintage Decor

Thursday - Friday: 12pm - 6pm

Early Holiday Shopping Special !  Save 10% 
when you mention RadioradioX

Saturday: 9am - 5pm

Appointments available.

Sunday: 10am - 3pm

Troy-themed Items
Retro Furniture

787 & Dyke Ave, Cohoes, NY 12047

Mon - Sat
11am - 8pm

(518) 235-2323

Hours
 

 

—

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESS



Indoor & Outdoor Seating
Takeout Available

Holiday Party

D
EC

 4
th 6PM

GAME TIME STEALS
AT DOG HAUS

When the game’s on, it’s on at Dog Haus!

THE MEAL - $8.99

THE DRINKS - $5 Ea.
Well drinks, pints of draft beer, 
select shots.

Choice of This Burger or That Burger,
fries or tots, pint of draft beer.

Christmas Tree Lighting
Caroling and Cookie Decorating
Great Lakes Christmas Ale on tap
A Visit from Adult Santa

7 SOUTHSIDE DRIVE, CLIFTON PARK 518-373-3647
www.doghaus.com(Just off Northway 9, near Moe’s and Jersey Mike’s)

DOGS • SAUSAGES • BURGERS



Remember,,
Remember,

the 5th of
  November

6th Annual National Quesadilla Day

More
to Come...

Presented by
Participants

49 Third Street, Troy, NY
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james magur
205 River Street
Troy, NY 12180

(518) 328-6077
troygroomingco@gmail.com

www.troygroomingco.com

Look Sharp for the Holidays

Master Barber & Proprieter

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESS
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A Tara
of All Trades
Tara Rule is posessed of the artistic spirit, and 
she is holding an impromptu séance.

A l a n  W i l s o n  W a t t s  s a i d  t h a t ,  
“ t h r o u g h  o u r  l i v e s ,  t h e  u n i v e r s e  
p e r c e i v e s  i t s e l f . ”  A n d  t h i s  p e r c e i v -

e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h r o u g h  c r e a t i v i t y ,  t h e  
u n i v e r s e  s p e a k s  t o  u s .  A n d  r a r e l y ,  w e  
fi nd people who seem to have no limit 
o n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  r o a d s  t h e y  c a n  t r a v e l .  

heir universes are multilingual. 
T a r a  R u l e  i s  j u s t  s u c h  a  p e r s o n .  

She’s an artist  fi lmmaker  musician  
and model. What she envisions  she 
b r i n g s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  
i s  b e t t e r  f o r  i t .

W e  s i t  d o w n  w i t h  T a r a  a n d  d i s c u s s  
dark matter fl ashlights. 

RRX: W h e n  I  i n t e r v i e w  p e o p l e ,  o f -
ten is the case that I fi nd little about 
w h a t  t h e y  d o ,  o r  h a v e  d o n e ,  o n  t h e  w e b .  

ut you’ve done so much. Seven fi lms  
including twelve in post  commercials  
albums  live per ormances  and my 
list o  mentionables does no ustice.  
e v e r y t h i n g  y o u ’ v e  d o n e  s o  f a r ,  h o w  
would you cut the list to fi t on a busi-
n e s s  c a r d ?

T R:  T o  b e  h o n e s t ,  t h a t ’ s  w h y  I  d o n ’ t  
h a v e  a  b u s i n e s s  c a r d ,  h a h a .  I f  I  h a d  t o  
h a v e  o n e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  t h i n k  I ’ d  p r e t t y  
much stick to the actress fi lmmaker 
a n g l e ,  s i n c e  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  I ’ v e  b e e n  f o c u s -
ing on almost e clusively lately. As 
much as I love creating art and music  
t r y i n g  t o  t u r n  t h a t  i n t o  a  “ b u s i n e s s ”  f o r  
mysel  was incredibly challenging. Art 
and music are what I use or an emo-
tional outlet  and I can only seem to 

create them when I’m in a bad place 
emotionally - as pretentious as that 
sounds. I’ve tried painting when I’m in 
a  g o o d  s p o t  a n d  I  j u s t  c a n ’ t  d o  i t .  A r t  
and music are two things that help me 
cope  so once they became a ob  they 
became ust as stress ul as anything 
e l s e  a n d  t h e n  I  h a d  n o  o u t l e t  t o  f a l l  
back on. uckily  acting and fi lmmak-
ing or me - especially fi lm making - 
a r e  t h e  b e s t  o f  b o t h  w o r l d s .  I  c a n  d o  
both every day or the rest o  my li e 
and be completely content. oth are an 
emotional outlet or me  but also struc-
tured enough to where I can mentally 
h a n d l e  d o i n g  e i t h e r  a s  a  c a r e e r .

RRX: In your fi lms  also in at least 
one o  your albums  you’ve worn all 
h a t s .  A n d  t o  a  b r o a d e r  s e n s e ,  y o u ’ r e  a  
very enaissance fi gure. ou do it all. I 
do some  and I know that over my cre-
ative time I hover between a writer 
w h o  d o e s  a r t  t o  a n  a r t i s t  t o  w r i t e s  t o  a  
musician that does both. o you have a 
c r e a t i v e  b a s e  p e r s o n a  l i k e  t h a t ?

T R:  I f  y o u  a s k e d  o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  
they’d probably say that I do have some 
k i n d  o f  c r e a t i v e  b a s e  p e r s o n a ,  b u t  i n  
my own mind  I don’t know i  I consid-
er mysel  to have one. ow that I’m 
thinking about it  at my core I probably 
am a creative type  I guess I’ve ust 
never thought about it too much. It’d be 
hard or me to choose ust one creative 
thing to associate mysel  with since 
there are so many things outside o  the 
creative realm that I tend to get obses-
sive over- sometimes I get really 

Tara Rule. Photo provided.

By Liam Sweeny
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o b s e s s e d  w i t h  w r i t i n g ,  s o m e t i m e s  i t ’ s  
r e s e a r c h  o r  w o o d w o r k i n g .  R i g h t  n o w  
it’s fi tness training  I’m sure ne t year 
at this time it will be something else. I 
think a big part o  not considering my-
s e l f  t o  h a v e  a  c r e a t i v e  p e r s o n a  h a s  t o  d o  
with the social aspect. ven though I 
like to spend the ma ority o  my time 
alone  I really like people. In the past 
I’ve ound that i  I’ve introduced mysel  
to new people as the artsy  type  peo-
ple have been less likely to want to get 
to know me. he ma ority o  my riends 
aren’t the creative type  and when 
I’ve asked them why they were stand-
o   sh initially  they said it was because 
they elt we wouldn’t have anything in 
c o m m o n .

RRX: ilm is e pensive. r it was  
the cost has surely come down now. 

ut the group re uired to put out a 
good fi lm is bigger than  say  a band. 
It’s pretty much a community. ou’ve 
done so many fi lms  on both sides o  
the camera. And you’ve done albums. 
Is there any comparison here

T R: here’s defi nitely a comparison 
as they both have essentially the same 
pro’s and con’s in my mind depending 
on how involved I am in either an al-
bum or a fi lm. I  I’m ust a contractor in 
a production that I’m not responsible 
or - such as a fi lm I’m only acting in or 

an album I’m only eatured on - there’s 
much less stress since I am not respon-
sible or unding  production  schedul-
ing  etc. he downside is that I have 
less creative license  but not having ull 
creative license is nice too at times  be-
cause I get to e press mysel  creatively 
in a way that I wouldn’t have come up 
with on my own. I fi nd fi lm work - 
whether in ront o  or behind the cam-
era - is much more socially enriching 
than working on an album. n a fi lm 
set or a live production  you become 
close with the people you’re working 
with very uickly since you’re all to-
gether . ou share the same highs 
and lows or the most part. I fi nd creat-
ing an album on my own to be very 

isolating. ven working on an album 
with others eels less intimate - it’s ust 
you  alone in a glass booth  while ev-
eryone else stares at you. ven i  you 
h a v e  t h a t  h i g h  m o m e n t  o f  g e t t i n g  a  
g r e a t  t a k e ,  b e i n g  i n  a  s e p a r a t e  s p a c e  
ust isn’t the same. It’s like visiting 

s o m e o n e  i n  p r i s o n  a n d  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e m  
on a phone with a pane o  glass be-
tween you - it’s ust not the same as 
h a v i n g  t h e  s a m e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  t h e  
p a r k .

RRX: n your site  it says that you 
w o r k e d  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o r t r a i t  p r o j e c t  
as a way to cope with living with a rare  
c h r o n i c ,  t e r m i n a l  i l l n e s s .  A n d  t h i s  i s ,  
to me anyways  the real source o  cre-
ativity  when we translate our inner 
s e l v e s  a n d  g i v e  t h a t  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  C a n  
you e plain this pro ect  and how you 
started it

T R: When I created the portraits  I 
never had any intention o  creating a 
p r o j e c t  o r  s e r i e s ,  i t  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
s o r t  o f  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  s o m e w h e r e  
along the line. Prior to alling ill  I was 
decent at art. I always liked to draw 
and paint  and I was good I suppose  
but my work certainly couldn’t have 
gotten into any sort o  gallery  I can tell 
you that much. With the encephalitis  
many parts o  my brain became so 
damaged they became permanently in-
active. e ore I even properly re-
l e a r n e d  h o w  t o  w a l k ,  t a l k ,  r e a d ,  a n d  
write  I decided to try to paint again. It 
was as i  I could suddenly perceive vi-
sual stimuli in a new way. I suddenly 
understood how to transpose what I 
w a s  s e e i n g  o n t o  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  i n  a  
way I never could be ore. ust like hav-
ing to make new connections in my 
brain in order to walk again  I think 
parts o  my brain became much more 
active to compensate or the damage - 
that’s the only e planation I have to 
suddenly have the ability to paint the 
way that I do or play the piano out o  
n o w h e r e .  T h e  p o r t r a i t s  w e r e  p e r s o n a l  
to me  but a ter some encouragement 
rom close riends and amily 

members  I decided to share them. It 
t o o k  m e  a  l o n g  t i m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  
p o r t r a i t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f e a r  a n d  p a i n  
I was e periencing due to an illness 
t h a t  w a s  a t  t h e  t i m e  d e e m e d  t e r m i n a l .  
When they fi rst started circulating art 
shows and galleries  they were taken 
down early a number o  times due to 
c o m p l a i n t s  o f  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  b e i n g  t o o  
graphic . I thought it was so cool that 

an image that isn’t classically graphic 
in nature - no gore  nudity  or e plicit 
content - could have such an impact on 
people. It helped me realize ust how 
pain ul going through all o  that was. 
I’ve tried to create more portraits or 
the series since I’ve been well and I 
can’t - they don’t have the same look or 
eel at all. I think that’s the coolest part 

about it. It’s a snapshot o  the most 
pain ul time in my li e  and the act 
that I can’t recreate it is the biggest 
b l e s s i n g  t h e r e  i s .

RRX: e ore the ern is a fi lm that 
you did a lot on. ou wrote  directed  
produced  edited  and composed  and 
i t  m a d e  i t  t o  n e t w o r k .  W a s  i t  w a s  h a r d  
to per orm all o  those roles  or would 
i t  h a v e  b e e n  h a r d e r  t o  h a n d  s o m e  o f  
those duties to someone else  Was the 
d e c i s i o n  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h a t  o n  c r e a t i v e ,  o r  
a matter o  budget

T R:  o  the reason I took on ev-
erything or e ore the ern was bud-
getary concerns. I knew it would be 
cheapest to do it all mysel . I also want-
ed to learn everything there was. I 
wanted to be the cast  crew  pre- and 
post-production staff  all at once. A ew 
weeks prior  I was the second cinema-
tographer or irl in the Palms  cur-
rently in post-production  and I had 
never been behind a camera a day in 
my li e. My good riends racy and on 

ring believed in me when I showed in-
terest in cinematography and gave me 
the opportunity o  a li etime. I ell in 
love with cinematography and fi lm-
making immediately  but I wanted to 
make sure that this love wasn’t some 

Work by Tara Rule. Photo prided.Continued on Page 3 4...
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Tommy Love and the
  Quest to Always Be Good

Singer, drummer 
and frontman 
Tommy Love walks 
us through putting 
on a great show.

T h e y  s a y  a r o u n d  t o w n  h e  l o o k s  l i k e  
M i c k  J a g g e r  a n d  c a n  s i n g  l i k e  R o b -
ert Plant. Music afi cionados 

w a t c h e d  t h i s  a r e a  r o c k e r  p e r f o r m  w i t h  
t h e  l i k e s  o f  B l u e  H a n d  L u k e ,  B l u e  M a -
c h i n e ,  V i n y l  V a u l t ,  a n d  S t a r g r o v e -
S t o n e s .  D r u m m e r ,  s i n g e r ,  f r o n t  m a n ,  
a n d  g r o o v i n ’  s t a r ,  T o m m y  L o v e  h a s  
music fl owing through his lively veins 
a n d  h e  s u r e  h a s  p l e n t y  o f  s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  
a b o u t  h i s  w i l d  j o u r n e y  o f  l i v i n g  o u t  h i s  
r o c k  &  r o l l  d r e a m s .  

T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  8,  I  m e t  w i t h  
T o m m y  f o r  l u n c h  a n d  h a d  o u r  c h a t  a t  
t h e  R u s t i c  B a r n  P u b .  W e  h a d  a  g r e a t  
d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  h i s  r o c k  &  r o l l  l i f e  a n d  
h o w  t h a t  h a s  s h a p e d  h i m  i n t o  t h e  c l a s -
s i c  i c o n  t h a t  w e  a l l  k n o w  i n  t h e  C a p i t a l  

R e g i o n .
RRX: W h o  a r e  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  b a n d s /

m u s i c i a n s ,  b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y  
k n o w n ?  

T L : M m m ,  l o c a l l y ,  n o n e .  U m .  
RRX: N o  s u r p r i s e .  
T L : L o c a l l y ,  n o n e .  F a m o u s  o n e ,  

S t o n e s ,  L e d  Z e p p e l i n ,  A e r o s m i t h ,  J .  
G e i l s  B a n d ,  F a c e s ,  H u m b l e  P i e .  A l l  
B r i t i s h  r o c k .  A l l ,  p r e t t y  m u c h  e v e r y  
b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  s o u l  b a n d ,  r h y t h m  a n d  
b l u e s  b a n d  t h a t  e v e r  c a m e  a l o n g .  U m ,  

w h a t  e l s e ?  
RRX: T h e  K i n k s ?  
T L : T h e  K i n k s .  Y e a h .  A n y b o d y .  A n y  

B r i t i s h  I n v a s i o n .
RRX: W h e r e  w a s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  

p l a c e  t o  p e r f o r m  a t ,  b o t h  i n  N Y  a n d  o u t  
o f  s t a t e ?  

T L : T h e r e ’ s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  c o u p l e  o f  
t h e m .  P a l a c e ,  P r o c t o r ’ s ,  J . B .  S c o t t ’ s ,  
b a c k  i n  t h e  d a y .  G o l d e n  N u g g e t  C a s i n o  
i n  A t l a n t i c  C i t y .  

RRX: T h a t  w a s  f o r  G r o o v i n ’ ?  
T L : M m m ,  I ’ d  s a y  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  i t .  

T h a t  m i g h t  b e  i t  f o r  n o w .
RRX: D o  y o u  p r e f e r  t o  s i n g  o r  p l a y  

t h e  d r u m s ?  O r  d o  y o u  p r e f e r  b o t h ?  
T L : M m m …
RRX: ‘ C a u s e  I  k n o w  t h i s  w a s  l i k e  a  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  y o u  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  
When you were trying to fi gure out 
w h o  y o u  w e r e  a s  a  m u s i c i a n .

T L : Y e a h .  T h a t ’ s  a  t o u g h  q u e s t i o n .  I  
a l w a y s  l o v e d  p l a y i n g  d r u m s  b u t  o f  
c o u r s e ,  m y  f r i e n d  d i e d .  S o ,  I ’ d  h a v e  t o  
s a y ,  I  m o s t l y  l o v e  s i n g i n g  ‘ c a u s e  I ’ m  u p  
f r o n t .  B u t  I  g o t  t o  s a y ,  I  l o v e  p l a y i n g  
d r u m s .  B u t ,  a n d  s i n g i n g .  A n d  p l a y i n g  
w h i c h  I ’ m  g o n n a  b e  d o i n g …  S o ,  I ’ m  d o -
i n g  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s .

RRX: W h a t  i s  i t  a b o u t  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  

Tommy Love with Blue Hand Luke. 
Photo by Amy Modesti.By Amy Modesti
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p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u ?  
T L : T h a t ’ s  a  p a r t  t h a t  I ’ v e  b e e n  

w r e s t l i n g  a b o u t .  W h a t  a m  I  g o n n a  a s k ?  
H o w  a m  I  g o n n a  a n s w e r  t h a t ?

RRX: I  m e a n ,  e v e r y b o d y  k n o w s  
y o u  a s  b e i n g  l i k e  a  f r o n t  m a n  i n  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  l o c a l  b a n d s .

T L : R i g h t .
RRX: B u t  i s  t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

s o m e b o d y  d o e s n ’ t  k n o w  a b o u t  w h o  y o u  
a r e  a s  a  p e r s o n .  B e c a u s e  y o u  a l s o  w e n t  
t o  s c h o o l  f o r ,  y o u  a l s o  d i d  l i k e ,  t h e  
b r o a d c a s t i n g .

T L : Y o u  j u s t  a n s w e r e d  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n .  I  w a s  a  D J  a t  Q 104 .  I  w a s  a  m i d -
n i g h t  t o  s i x  a . m .  m a n  t h e r e ,  f o r  a  y e a r .  
A n d  I  g o t  a  b r o a d c a s t i n g  d e g r e e .  I  g o t  a  
b r o a d c a s t i n g  d e g r e e  a n d  I  d i d  i t  f o r  l i k e  
a  y e a r .  A n d  t h e n  y o u  k n o w  a  w h o l e  
bunch o  people got fi red because the 
M a s o n  a n d  S h e e h a n ,  w h o  w e r e  o n  
P Y X 106 l o s t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t .  I  w e n t  t o  
Q 104 .  S o ,  w h e n  t h e y  w e n t  t o  Q 104 ,  
t h e y  g o t  r i d  o f  a  w h o l e  b u n c h  o f  p e o p l e  
a n d  I  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e m .  ‘ C a u s e  t h e y  
w e r e  m a k i n g  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  s a l a r y ,  s o  
t h e y  h a d  t o  m a k e  t h e  b u d g e t  c u t s .  
T h a t ’ s  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  d o n ’ t  k n o w  
a b o u t  m e .

RRX:  I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  m e n -
t i o n  i t ,  f r o m  l i k e ,  t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  
h a d  t h e  d e g r e e  i n  b r o a d c a s t  c o m m u n i -
c a t i o n s .  A n d  t h a t  y o u  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  
l i k e  l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h i n  
that fi eld. 

T L : M m m ,  y e p .  
RRX: I f  a n y t h i n g  w a s  o p e n .
RRX: D o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u t u r e  g i g s  

o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  y o u ’ r e  g o n n a  b e  i n -
v o l v e d  w i t h ?  

T L : T o m  R a i d e r  a n d  I  h a v e  a  R o l l -
i n g  S t o n e s  t r i b u t e  b a n d  t h a t ’ s  c o m i n g  
o u t  i n  2021.  A n d ,  u h ,  w e ’ r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  
p i e c e s  a s  w e  g o  a l o n g .  A n d  w e ’ r e  g o i n g  
s l o w  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h a t ’ s  
g o n n a  h a p p e n .  

RRX: And om’s been fi lling me in 
w i t h  l i t t l e  d e t a i l s  a s  t o  w h a t . .

T L : Y e a h ,  w e ’ v e  a l r e a d y  r e h e a r s e d  
a  c o u p l e  t i m e s .  A n d  w e ’ l l  s e e  w h a t  h a p -
p e n s  n e x t  M o n d a y .  ( R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  

L o c a l  L e g e n d s  i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  h e  w a s  a  
p a r t  o f  o n  9 / 14 / 20.  R a i d e r  l a t e r  p e r -
f o r m e d  w i t h  T o m m y  a t  t h e  E d e n  C a f é . ) 

RRX: A h !
T L : Y e a h ,  y e a h .  W h a t  e l s e  w e  g o t ?
RRX: W h a t ’ s  y o u r  m e t h o d  i f  y o u  

w e r e  t o  t e l l  s o m e o n e  t h a t ’ s  l o o k i n g  t o  

b e  a  m u s i c i a n ,  w h a t ’ s  t h e i r  b e s t  m e t h -
o d s  i n t o  l i k e  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e i r  i n s t r u -
m e n t  o r  l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o  s i n g  a  s o n g ?  
W h a t ’ s  t h e  b e s t  a d v i c e  t h a t  y o u  c a n  
g i v e  t o  s o m e b o d y ?  

T L : P u s h  e v e r y b o d y  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y .  
Y o u ’ r e  h e r e  f o r  m e .  Y o u ’ r e  h e r e  f o r  m e  

a n d  d o  n o t  s i d e t r a c k  m e .  I  g o t  a  g o a l  i n  
m i n d  a n d  I  d o n ’ t  w a n t  n o b o d y  j u m p i n g  
i n  o n  i t  a n d  s w a y i n g  m e ,  m a k i n g  f u n  o f  
m e  a n d  s a y i n g ,  ‘ Y o u  c a n ’ t  d o  t h a t . ’  N o ,  
y o u  t h i n k  y o u  c a n  d o  i t ?  M i g h t  a s  h e l l ,  
y o u  p r o b a b l y  c a n .

RRX: Y e a h
T L : B u t  d o n ’ t  l e t  n o b o d y  g e t  i n  y o u r  

w a y .  D o n ’ t  l e t  n o  o n e  m a k e  f u n  o f  y o u ,  
d o n ’ t  l e t  n o  o n e  s a y  l i k e  f a m i l y ’ s  s u p -
posed to come fi rst and stuff  like that. 
W i t h  m e ,  i t  w a s  a l w a y s  m u s i c .

RRX: Y e s .
T L : I  a l w a y s  p u s h e d  e v e r y t h i n g  o u t  

o f  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  I  g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  c a u s e  o f  
i t .

RRX: Y e p
T L : M y  f a m i l y  d i d n ’ t  l i k e  m e  i n  a  l o t  

o f  w a y s  b e c a u s e  t h i n g s  I  d i d .  B u t  I  s t i l l  
p u t  t h e  b a n d s  i n  f r o n t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  
M m m .  I ’ m  s o  b a d .

RRX: Y e a h
T L : I n  f a c t ,  w e  h a d  a  g i g  a t  J . B .  

S c o t t ’ s ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  i n  T h e  J o e  M e l e  
B a n d  a n d  w e  h a d  n o b o d y  t h a t  c o u l d  
s h o w  u p  t o  p r a c t i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .  
C h r i s t m a s  w e e k .  W e  h a d  p r a c t i c e  o n  
C h r i s t m a s  E v e  n i g h t .  I t  s c r e w e d  u p  e v -
e r y b o d y ’ s  C h r i s t m a s  E v e  d i n n e r  p l a n s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  m y  p a r e n t s .  I  n e v e r  h e a r d  
t h e  e n d  o f  i t .  ‘ H o w  d a r e  y o u ,  y o u  w a n t  
t o  l i v e  t h a t  G o d  D a m n  r o c k  &  r o l l . ’  

I  g o ,  ‘ W e  g o t  a  b i g  r o c k  &  r o l l  s h o w  
c o m i n g  u p  i n  t h r e e  d a y s  a n d  w e  k n e w  
w e  w e r e n ’ t  r e a d y .  W e  a r e  n o w .  B e c a u s e  
w e  p r a c t i c e d  y o u  k n o w .  C h r i s t m a s  E v e .  
And that was defi nitely looked upon. 
T h a t  w a s  n o t  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  g o o d .  

RRX: N o .
T L : B u t  w e  k n e w  w e  w e r e  p l a y i n g  

J . B .  S c o t t ’ s  a n d  w e  h a d  t o  b e  g o o d ,  s o  i t  
w a s  l i k e  s o r r y  m a n ,  C h r i s t m a s  h a s  t o  
w a i t .  W e  w e r e  r e a l l y  h a r d  c o r e  a b o u t  
p r a c t i c e  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  r i g h t  b e f o r e  
b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  s e e  y o u .  
A n d  y o u  k n o w  a n d  y o u  c a n ’ t  l e t  t h e m  
d o w n .  

RRX: M m m ,  i t ’ s  l i k e  p e o p l e  h a v e  
t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a s  t o  w h o  y o u  a r e  a s  
a  v i s u a l  a r t i s t  o r  a  p h o t o g r a p h e r  o r  a  

Tommy Love. Photo by Amy Modesti.

Continued on Page 24...
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t h e r e ’ s  b e e n  a  f e w  t i m e s  w h e r e  I  p a s s e d  
out on stage and had to be carried off  
t h e  s t a g e .

RRX: O r  w h e r e  y o u  g o t  t o o  d r u n k  
a n d  t r i p p e d .

T L : runk  high  all kinds o  stuff . 
A n d  y o u  h a p p e n  l i k e  w e l l  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  
fi ve times. Where  you know  I was tak-
en  I was actually  literally  carried off  
s t a g e .  

RRX: O o h .  
T L : So whenever embarrassing mo-

m e n t s  l i k e  t h i s  h a p p e n ,  a n d  y o u  l o o k  
b a d ,  p e o p l e  m a k e  t h e i r  p o i n t  t o  c o m e  
s e e  y o u  a n d  y o u  r u i n  t h e i r  p l a n s ,  t h e n  
y o u  g e t  a  b a d  r e p u t a t i o n .  A n d  y o u  s t a r t  
g e t t i n g  c e r t a i n  c i r c l e s  o f  p e o p l e  g o i n g ,  
‘ O h  I  s a w  h i m .  I  s a w  t h e m ,  t h e y  s u c k e d .  
I can’t believe we’re wasting this mon-
e y  t o  g o  s e e ,  b l a h ,  b l a h ,  b l a h ’ .  S o ,  I  
m a k e  a  p o i n t  o f  t r y i n g  t o  b e  g o o d  a l l  
the time  because you never know 
w h o ’ s  o u t  t h e r e .  

All your holiday wine and spirits  needs 
available here!

Custom gift packs built 
to suit your needs!

Gift certificates 
available! 

1471 Rte. 9, Halfmoon (next to Fred the Butcher)        518-557-2877 

Mon - Thurs: 10am - 7pm
Fri: 10am - 7:30pmFri: 10am - 7:30pm

Sat: 10am - 6pm
Sun: 12pm - 5pm

p r o m o t e r .
T L : T h a t ’ s  r i g h t .  Y o u  b e t t e r  c o m e  

through  because you have to come 
t h r o u g h .

RRX: ou have to come through 
b e c a u s e  i t ’ s  y o u r  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u ’ r e  
s h o w i n g  t o  p e o p l e .  

T L : T h a t ’ s  g o t t a  h a p p e n .  I  h a d  i t  
h a p p e n  w h e r e  I  w a s  n o  g o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  
a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  a n d  p e o p l e  w o u l d  s a y ,  
Why did you see that ommy ’ hey 
g o ,  ‘ L o o k  h o w  h e  s a y s  h o w  g o o d  h e  i s .  

e was terrible man. I can’t believe I 
g o t  a  b a b y s i t t e r  a n d  w e  m a d e  p l a n s  t o  
g o  o u t  a n d  t o  g o  o u t  a n d  s e e  t h i s  g u y  
a n d  w h a t  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  t h a t  w a s . ’  
So when stuff  like that happens  and 
y o u  k n o w  i t  w a s  y o u r  f a u l t ,  e i t h e r  t o o  
m u c h  s m o k i n g  o r  d r i n k i n g ,  d r u g s  o r  
whatever  you know enough not to do it 
a g a i n .

RRX: Y e a h
T L : A n d  t h a t ’ s  w h a t  I  d i d .  C a u s e  

Bill’s

Paying Cash for:

U.S. Coins

Call $100 Bill: 
(518) 238-0509

54 Broad St. (Rt. 32), Waterford

“Times are tough,
sell your stuff.”

Celebrating

25
Years

Gold & Silver
Old Toys

Comics

Collectibles

Card Shaq

Continued on Page 24...
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48 Third Street • Troy, NY 12180
Your Full Service Jeweler

www.romanation.com (518) 272-0643

www.burritosquared.com

333 Broadway Troy 
(Inside the Quackenbush Building)

(518) 712-9099

Now
Serving

Breakfast

99 Broad Street, Rear, Waterford, NY 12188

Straight Razor
Society

518-321-6607

Jos. C. Kinney, Sr.
Specializing in Men’s Hair

Barbering, Razor Shaves
Hair Restoration

@thebarber_grimm

Please call or text

Open Mon - Sun
4 pm

Outside Seating
Available

Kitchen Open

Rensselaer’s 
Neighborhood Pub

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESS
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THATCHER
ST PUB

16 Thatcher St, 
Albany, NY 12207

Open at 11am Happy Hour
Monday - Friday

3pm - 8pm

Updated Menu

Outside Seating Available

Kitchen Always Open

Takeout and Doordash Available

 (518) 463-9214

Hair and Makeup Services!
Open and Booking Appointments

Safe & Sanitary Atmosphere
Gift Certificates 

Available

Come See Us!
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Lucas Garrett Unleashes 
“Familiar Floors.”

“Familiar Floors” gives 
listeners a bluesy four 
for the listening.

O n  S e p t e m b e r  26,  2020,  L u c a s  G a r -
r e t t ,  a  l o c a l  G l e n s  F a l l s  a r e a  m u s i -
c i a n ,  r e l e a s e d  h i s  t h i r d  c o m p i l a -

t i o n ,  F a m i l i a r  F l o o r s .
I f  y o u  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  L u c a s ’  

s t y l e ,  y o u  w i l l  k n o w  h i s  e c l e c t i c  m i x  o f  
i n d i e ,  f o l k ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  r o c k .  B u t  w a i t ,  
t h e r e ’ s  m o r e !

ucas evens the playing fi eld and 
h a s  t u r n e d  u p  t h e  h e a t  w i t h  t h i s  
p r o j e c t .

W h e r e  h i s  s o n g s  u s u a l l y  a r e  a b o u t  
l o v e  a n d  l i f e ,  t h i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  t a k e s  o n  
a  b i t  m o r e  o f  a  q u e s t i o n i n g  a t t i t u d e .

I n  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  L u c a s  s e e m s  t o  
s h a r e  h i s  s o u l  w i t h  t h e  l i s t e n e r .  T o u c h -
i n g  u p o n  f a m i l i a r  e m o t i o n s  w e  a l l  
s h a r e .   T h e  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  t h e  w o n d e r -
i n g ,  h o w  d i d  w e  g e t  w h e r e  w e  a r e ?

e prepared to be fl oored with his 
n e w  E P .

A  s h o r t  f o u r -s o n g  E P  o p e n s  w i t h  
“ W i r e s  H u m m i n g ” .  I t  h a s  a  d r i v i n g  
b l u e s y  s o u n d ,  s t r o n g  g u i t a r ,  a n d  r u m -
b l i n g  b a r i t o n e  v o c a l s ,  a n d  t h a t  g u t  
fi nding growl   lose your eyes  and 
y o u  w i l l  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  a  s m o k e -
fi lled  darkly lit pub  where people hide 
i n  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  l i f e ,  w i t h  c l i n k i n g  
g l a s s  b o t t l e s  i n  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .

G a r r e t t  l e t s  i t  a l l  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  
g u i t a r  s o l o .  A n d  l u c k i l y  f o r  t h e  l i s t e n e r ,  
e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  f o u r  c u t s ,  h i g h l i g h t  
L u c a s ’  m a s t e r f u l  g u i t a r  s k i l l s .

G o n e  b e f o r e  t o m o r r o w
W e ’ v e  b e e n  w a s t i n g
A w a y  o u r  d a y s
U n r e l e n t i n g  d r e a m s
A  l a g g a r d ’ s  d a y d r e a m s
L o o k  a t  m e

T h e  w i r e s  a r e  h u m m i n g

M y  m i n d  i s  b u r n i n g
T h e  w o r l d  i s  b u r n i n g
W h a t  t h e  h e l l  c a n  w e  d o ?

T h e  b l u e s y  m i x  i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  w i t h  
“ I n s i d e  O u t ” ,  t h e  t h i r d  s o n g .   Y o u  w i l l  
h e a r  a  n e w -w a v e ,  p o s t -p u n k  s o u n d ,  
with a fl avor o  he alking eads  
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g  t r u e  t o  h i s  s t y l e .  T h i s  
i s  m y  p e r s o n a l  f a v o r i t e  o f  t h e  s e t .  I t  
j u s t  b l e e d s  w i t h  t h e  s e l f -d o u b t  w e  a l l  
f e e l  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .

W h e r e  a m  I  r i g h t  n o w ?
I  c a n n o t  p r e t e n d
T o  k n o w  w h e r e  t h i s  r o o m  s t a r t s  

a n d

W h e r e  i t  w i l l  e n d
I  h a v e  a  s t r a n g e  f e e l i n g
I ’ v e  b e e n  h e r e  b e f o r e
N e r v o u s l y  m a k e  m y  w a y
Across amiliar fl oors

W e  h a v e  w a t c h e d  L u c a s  g r o w  m o r e  
with each release.  his  is showing 
a  m a t u r i t y  a b o u t  l i f e ,  i t  s h o w c a s e s  h i s  
t a l e n t .  I  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d  y o u  k e e p  
t h i s  m a n  o n  y o u r  r a d a r .

I  t r u l y  b e l i e v e  w h e n  h e  s e t s  h i s  
m i n d  t o  s o m e t h i n g ,  n o t h i n g  w i l l  s t o p  
h i m !

onsisting o  our songs  Wires 
H u m m i n g , ”  “ A l l  A r o u n d  M e , ”  “ I n s i d e  
O u t , ”  a n d  “ O n e  M o r e  f o r  t h e  R o a d , ”  

G a r r e t t  s h o w s  h i s  t a l e n t s  a n d  h a s  
s e e m e d  t o  s u r r o u n d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  p e r -
f e c t  m i x  o f  o t h e r  t a l e n t e d  m u s i c i a n s ,  
t o  h e l p  h i m  r e a l i z e  h i s  p o t e n t i a l .   K e v -
i n  K o s a c h  o n  b a s s ,  E m m e t t  R o z e l l e  o n  
drums  and assandra Pratt and ob 
B a t e s  o n  v i o l i n

ou can fi nd more about ucas  and 
v i e w  m e r c h a n d i s e  a n d  s o n g  d o w n -
l o a d s  h e r e  -->  w w w . l u c a s g a r r e t t m u s i c .
c o m .

R e m e m b e r  t o  a l w a y s  s u p p o r t  y o u r  
l o c a l  m u s i c i a n s .   T h e y  p u t  t h e i r  h e a r t  
a n d  s o u l  o u t  f o r  e v e r y  s h o w ,  a n d  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  s t r i f e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y ,  m u s i c  
i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  a n t i d o t e .

By Stephanie bartik

“Familiar Floors.” album art. Photo provided.
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29 - 124TH STREET, TROY

NEW KITCHEN ADDED
NEW BAR!

NEW FLOOR!
NEW LOOK!

COME JOIN US AND SEE!

600 River Street, Troy, NY 12180

G
ift certificates available.

Wed - Sun
12pm - 8pmTakeout

Check 
Facebook for Daily
Specials!
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Outdoor
Covered Seating

(518) 272-9740

Guitar and Voice Lessons

Convenient L
atham locatio

n
518-727-3401

Your musical progress is 
guaranteed!

Contact us at 518-786-7963 
or visit us on the web for more information

WWW.PEAKMUSICSTUDIOS.COM

Check out our website for 
Holiday Specials and Gift Ideas 

for the Guitarists and Vocalists in your life! 
Use Code RADIOX for 15% Discount on all 

Holiday and Lesson Packages!
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Welcome to the Saratoga 
Underground

Safety Meeting 
welcomes you to the 

hidden networks that 
power a city.

S a f e t y  M e e t i n g  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h r e e  
f u n -l o v i n g  a n d  g e n u i n e  g u y s  w h o  
m a k e  m u s i c  t h a t  s o u n d s  l i k e  w h a t  

y o u ’ d  e x p e c t  f r o m  a  b a n d  c a l l e d  S a f e t y  
M e e t i n g  ( r e v e r b -s o a k e d  i n d i e -r o c k  
w i t h  s o m e  t o u c h e s  o f  p s y c h  a n d  j a z z ) .  
T h e  b a n d  s a t  d o w n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  r o l e  
t h e y  p l a y  i n  t h e  S a r a t o g a  r o c k  s c e n e ,  
t h e  s t r a i n  C O V I D  h a s  p u t  o n  t h e i r  l i v e s  
a n d  m u c h  m o r e .  

RRX: A  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b a n d s  I ’ v e  
i n t e r v i e w e d  h a v e  b e e n  b a s e d  o u t  o f  A l -
b a n y .  A s  S a r a t o g a  r e s i d e n t s ,  I  w a s  c u r i -
o u s  o f  w h a t  t h e  s c e n e  a r o u n d  h e r e  i s  
l i k e  t o  y o u  g u y s .  

KR: W e l l ,  n o w  i t  s u c k s  ( l a u g h s ) .  
B u t  i t  w a s  d o p e  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  S u p e r  
D a r k  C o l l e c t i v e .

CW: Y e a h ,  S u p e r  D a r k  C o l l e c t i v e  
really keeps the music fl owing up here. 
We used to keep the music fl owing up 
h e r e .

KR:  W e  h a v e  a  t h i n g  c a l l e d  G r o o v y  
T u e s d a y s ,  i t ’ s  c a l l e d  M o m  I ’ m  G o i n g  t o  
G r o o v y ’ s n o w .  W e  h a d  l o c a l  b a n d s  
t h r o u g h  t h a t  a n d  w e ’ d  b o o k  s h o w s  e v -
e r y  w e e k .  

CW: B u t  t h a t ’ s  s t i l l  d e a d  r i g h t  n o w .
RRX: W h a t  e x a c t l y  i s  S u p e r  D a r k  

C o l l e c t i v e ?
CW: I t ’ s  a  b o o k i n g  c o m p a n y  b a s i -

c a l l y .  I t ’ s  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a  f e w  l o c a l  m u -
s i c i a n s  a n d  t h e y  b o o k  b a n d s  f r o m  a l l  
o v e r .  T h e y ’ v e  h a d  b a n d s  f r o m  E u r o p e  
c o m e  a n d  t h e y ’ l l  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  
b e d r o o m -p o p  t o  n o i s e  a n d  c o u n t r y .  I t ’ s  
a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  

SH: T h e r e  w a s  a  d u d e  i n  a  c a g e  o n e  
t i m e .  

RRX: O h !  W a s  t h a t  T u r f  ‘ N ’  T u r f ?
KR: Y e s !
RRX: I  k n o w  h i m !  H i s  s e t u p  i s  

v e r y  c o o l  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  u n i q u e .  B u t  t o  
g e t  b a c k  t o  S u p e r  D a r k ,  d o  t h e y  j u s t  
b o o k  f o r  b a r s  u p  h e r e ?

KR:  T h e y  b o o k  f o r  D e s p e r a t e  A n -
n i e ’ s ,  w h i c h  i s  c o o l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  i t  
e v e r y  M o n d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y .  S o  e v e r y  
M o n d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y  w e  w o u l d  g o .

CW: It was always three diff erent 
b a n d s .

KR: And we would book stuff  every 
T u e s d a y ,  s o  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  p r o b a b l y  t w o  
y e a r s ,  e v e r y  M o n d a y ,  T u e s d a y  a n d  
T h u r s d a y  t h e r e  w a s  n e w  l o c a l  m u s i c .  

C W :  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  c o v e r  b a n d s ,  
w h i c h  i s  r a r e  f o r  S a r a t o g a .  I t  w a s  a l l  

o r i g i n a l  m u s i c .  
RRX: T h a t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t  

f o r  n e t w o r k i n g  a s  w e l l .
CW: O h  f o r  s u r e .  
RRX: I  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  G r o o v y  T u e s -

d a y s  n o w  b e c a u s e  I ’ m  n o t  s u p e r  f a m i l -
i a r .  I  k n o w  y o u  g u y s  h a v e  a  b i g  p a r t  i n  
t h a t .

CW: G r o o v y  T u e s d a y s  i s  j u s t  u s .  
Y e a h ,  y o u ’ r e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  w h o l e  t e a m  
r i g h t  h e r e .  L i k e  w e  s a i d ,  I t ’ s  c a l l e d  
M o m  I ’ m  G o i n g  t o  G r o o v y ’ s  o r  j u s t  
G r o o v y ’ s  f o r  s h o r t .  I t ’ s  n o  l o n g e r  j u s t  o n  
T u e s d a y s  a n d  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  t i m e s  
we booked stuff  it’s been at Pint Sized. 
B u t  t h o s e  w e r e  s h o r t  l i v e d ,  w e  h a d  t w o  
o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  b e f o r e  C O V I D  h i t .  

KR: B e c a u s e  S i n c l a i r ’ s  s o l d  t h e i r  
s p a c e .

CW: W h i c h  i s  w h e r e  w e  o r i g i n a l l y  
h a d  t h e  T u e s d a y s .  T h e y  d i d n ’ t  t e l l  u s  
though we had to fi nd out in the paper. 

KR: H a v e  y o u  e v e r  b e e n  t h e r e ?
RRX: N o ,  I  n e v e r  g o t  a  c h a n c e .
KR: D u d e ,  i t  w a s  a n  a r c a d e  b a r  a n d  

w e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  b a c k  w i t h  a  b u n c h  o f  
a r c a d e  c a b i n e t s .

CW: T h e r e  w a s  a i r -h o c k e y ,  w a l k i n g  
d e a d  p i n b a l l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  d r i v i n g  g a m e s .

KR: Pac-Man.
SH: V i r t u a l  b o w l i n g  
CW: I t  w a s  a w e s o m e .  
RRX: S o  d i d  y o u  g u y s  s e e k  o u t  

b a n d s ?  D i d  t h e y  c o m e  t o  y o u  a l s o  o r  
w a s  i t  m o r e  a  m i x t u r e  o f  b o t h ?

CW: I t  w a s  m o s t l y  u s  s e e k i n g  o u t  
b a n d s .  T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  i t  w a s  

Safety Meetiong (L-R: Keith Rector, Sam 
Hagen, Chris Wildy.Photo provided.)

By Joshua Reedy
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defi nitely a lot easier  we would have 
bands reaching out to us and we always 
had room to put people on. We never 
had to say no to anyone. 

KR: We had comedians come too. 
RRX: We wanted to do something 

similar at the yrdhouse.
KR: eah  I was talking with the 

guys there about how i  you ust throw 
a red curtain up and have some lights 
you could totally do a local comedy 
thing. It was very sad actually  one o  
the last times we played the yrdhouse 
was with the Pacer est guys and ev-
erything that happened was very trag-
ic. Pacer est member yle obinson 
passed away recently  and a memorial 
charity has been started in his name. 

here will be a link to this charity at 
the end o  the interview . 

RRX: So let’s talk about your own 
music now. I noticed you have most o  
your stuff  up on andcamp as opposed 
to other streaming services  is that a 
conscious choice

KR: eah  I like putting everything 
on andcamp fi rst or sure. here’s less 
o  a hassle and it’s up right when you 
upload it unlike Apple Music and Spo-
ti y. We’ve defi nitely never gotten a 
paycheck rom Spoti y. 

SH: We’ve probably gotten about 
seven cents out o  those. 

KR: We’ve made  percent 
more money on andcamp. We always 
drop everything fi rst on andcamp. 

CW: We wanna remaster the songs 
that are on our andcamp and then 
we’re gonna put them on Spoti y. ut 
we don’t want to put them up now  then 
take them down when we remaster 
them and all that stuff . 

RRX: So you’re ust currently o-
cused on reworking those songs

CW: eah  we’ve got them all re-
corded and ust want to remaster them 
a bit but we’ve also got some new stuff  
we’ve been working on that isn’t on 
anything yet. 

KR: We really ust loved playing 

live. hat was our number one thing  
our biggest ocus and now we can’t play 
shows. 

SH: It’s a time o  transition here at 
Sa ety Meeting.

KR: ut we want to do everything in-
dependently. So we’re ust trying to get 
good recordings done and when you’re 
learning recording as you go  you always 
eel like you could do better ne t time. 

RRX: o you guys use the setup here 
and mi  and master stuff  yoursel

CW: eah  we ust do it all in-house. 
RRX: I know a lot o  people love your 

song allup  but I wasn’t sure i  you guys 
were reluctant to play it when I saw you 
last.

SH: o  it’s still in the rotation.
KR: eah  we ust keep it as an en-

core though.
CW: eah  that’s the whole idea  we 

say it’s our last song and we haven’t 
played allup  yet so people will shout 
out or it and we’ll be like  h we 
didn’t think you noticed  

KR: hat was like  the third song 
we wrote. My mom thinks that song is 
about buying a pizza  she asked me 
what it’s about and I wouldn’t tell her  
and she said she fi gured out that it’s 
about buying pizza laughs . 

RRX: id you guys know that 
there’s some record label out there 
called Sa ety Meeting  

CW: eah  like  out in e as. eith 
messaged them and said  ne o  us 
has to change our name  your move  
but they never replied  they’re way big-
ger than us laughs . 

KR: here’s also a song on Spoti y 
called Sa ety Meeting  and it has like  
a million listens on the tracker so it’s 
like  at least some other band’s song is 
doing great

RRX: At one point you guys were 
called he oys  right

 eah  the fi rst open mic we 
played as oys.

INSIDE SEATING AVAILABLE

33 Saratoga Ave, Waterford, NY 12188 • (518) 326 - 2739

Patio Seating - Takeout and Delivery Available.

Daily Drink Specials!

Gift Certificates
Available

Monday through Wednesday: Open @ 4pm 
Thursday: Closed

Friday and Saturday: Open @ 4pm
Sunday: Closed

3 FERRY STREET, RENSSELAER, NY | 518•977•3602 | WWW.ILLUSIVES.COM
www.facebook.com/illusiverestaurantandbar

 C R CA  
A A A

Continued on Page 3 4...
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698 North Pearl Street, Albany, NY - (518) 463-2208

88 rEMSEN sTREET
cOHOES, ny 12047

Call / Text for an
Appointment!

Sean QuellDevon leblanc
(518) 380-1635

Barber

PAUL MURRAY

BARBER
(518) 268-7216 (518) 698-9181

BARBER

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESS

195 River Street, troy



75 Ferry Street Downtown Troy (Corner of 3rd)

(518)271- 9463
For All Your Holiday

Wine and Spirit Needs!
Thanksgiving

Specials

1.75L Bacardi Rum
only $19.99

Buy any 6 bottles of wine
get 10% off

Buy any 12 bottles of wine
get 15% off
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Tara Rule (Cntd.) Safety Meeting (Cntd.)

k i n d  o f  h o n e y m o o n  p h a s e  w i t h  a  n e w  
c r e a t i v e  i n t e r e s t .  I t  f e l t  r i g h t ,  b u t  I  
w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  s u r e ,  s o  I  w e n t  a l l  i n .  
W h e n  I  a s k e d  J o n  a n d  T r a c y  h o w  t o  b e -
come a fi lmmaker  they told me to nev-
er stop making fi lms  because you can 
lose the spark. I was terrifi ed to lose 
t h e  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  e v e r  f e l t  r i g h t  t o  m e ,  
s o  I  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  p l a n  o u t  g e t t i n g  
a  c r e w  t o g e t h e r .  T w o  w e e k s  l a t e r ,  I  w a s  
o n  a  p l a n e  t o  F l o r i d a .  A n d  y e s ,  i t  w a s  
incredibly di   cult to do everything on 
m y  o w n .

RRX: here’s an ineff able power to 
c r e a t i v i t y ,  a n d  I  f e e l  t h a t  p e o p l e  l i k e  
y o u  a r e  j u s t  r a d i a t o r s  o f  i t .  T o  g o  a  l i t t l e  
N e w  A g e y  h e r e …  I s  t h e r e  a  v i s i o n ,  n o  
m a t t e r  h o w  w e i r d ,  o r  a  m a n t r a ,  o r  a n y  
t o k e n  t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  e n v i s i o n  a s  c e n -
t r a l  t o  w i e l d i n g  y o u r  o w n  c r e a t i v i t y ?  
Y o u  c o u l d  c a l l  i t  y o u r  ‘ m u s e , ’  b u t  i t  
d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  t o  b e .  W h a t  i s  y o u r  a x i s ?

T R: B e i n g  c r e a t i v e  f o r  m e  i s n ’ t  o n l y  
j u s t  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  m e  h a p p i e s t  
i n  l i f e ,  i t ’ s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  m y  o w n  s u r -
v i v a l .  I  k n o w  t h a t  s o u n d s  g a u c h e  - b u t  
i t ’ s  t r u e .  D o i n g  c r e a t i v e  t h i n g s  k e e p s  
m e  o u t  o f  t r o u b l e  a n d  k e e p s  m e  g r o u n d -
e d .  I t  k e e p s  m e  f r o m  b e i n g  s e l f -d e -
s t r u c t i v e .  I ’ v e  h a d  t r o u b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  
m y  l i f e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  g i v i n g  t o o  m u c h  
o f  m y s e l f  t o  o t h e r s  a n d  l o s i n g  m y s e l f  
s o m e w h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .  M y  a r t ,  o r  
w h a t e v e r  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a l l  i t ,  i s  a  p a r t  o f  

m e  t h a t  i s  s o  p r e c i o u s ,  I  w o n ’ t  l e t  a n y -
t h i n g  g e t  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  i t .  I  c a n ’ t  c r e a t e  
i f  I ’ v e  g i v e n  e v e r y  b i t  o f  m y s e l f  a w a y  t o  
t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I  d o n ’ t  e x i s t .  I t  r e m i n d s  
me to love mysel  fi rst  so I can do what 
I  l o v e .

RRX: T h i s  i s  w h e r e  y o u  a n s w e r  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  I  f o r g o t  t o  a s k .  F a s t  o r  s l o w  
z o m b i e s ?  C a n  c r a n b e r r y  s a u c e :  k e e p  o r  
c h u c k ?  E d u c a t e ,  e n l i g h t e n ,  e m o t e  –  t h e  
fl oor is yours.

T R:  S i n c e  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  q u i t e  w h e r e  
t o  s t a r t ,  I ’ l l  s t a r t  w i t h  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s .  
1.  F a s t  z o m b i e s .  Z o m b i e s  a t e  m y  n e i g h -
b o r s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w a y  t o o  e a s y  o t h -
e r w i s e .  2.  C r a n b e r r y  s a u c e  i s  g o o d  f o r  
m a y b e  o n e  o r  t w o  d a y s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  
f r i d g e .  I  l i k e  i t  a  l o t .  I  u s e d  t o  d i s l i k e  
t h e  c h u n k y  k i n d ,  b u t  i t ’ s  g r o w n  o n  m e  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  3.  I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  g u e s s  i t ’ s  
l e s s  o f  a n  a n s w e r  t h a n  a  t h o u g h t  - 
S o m e t i m e s ,  e v e n  w h e n  a l l  h o p e  i s  g o n e  
a n d  a l l  t h e  o d d s  a r e  s t a c k e d  a g a i n s t  
y o u ,  e v e n  w h e n  s c i e n c e  t e l l s  y o u  t h a t  
t h e r e ’ s  a  100%  c h a n c e  t h i n g s  w i l l  o n l y  
g e t  w o r s e  f r o m  h e r e ,  g i v e  y o u r s e l f  s i x  
months and really push to fi nd a diff er-
e n t  a n s w e r  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  i n .  S o m e -
t i m e s  y o u ’ l l  g e t  l u c k y  a n d  m a k e  i t  o u t  
a l i v e  a n d  h a v e  a  l i f e  y o u  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  
c o u l d  e x i s t .  I t  m i g h t  e v e n  b e  s o  g o o d  
t h a t  y o u ’ r e  s o m e t i m e s  c o n v i n c e d  y o u  
m u s t  h a v e  d i e d  s o m e w h e r e  a l o n g  t h e  
w a y  a n d  y o u ’ r e  i n  s o m e  s o r t  o f  a f t e r l i f e  
o r  s u p e r i o r  d i m e n s i o n .  Y o u  m i g h t  g e t  
l u c k y .  I  d i d .

SH: N o t  T h e  B o y s ,  J u s t :  B o y s .
KR: T h a n k  G o d  w e  s w i t c h e d  t h a t  

( l a u g h s ) .  
RRX: Y o u  c o u l d  h a v e  t r i c k e d  p e o -

p l e  w h o  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  s h o w  
( l a u g h s ) .  B u t ,  I  a l s o  w a n t e d  t o  a s k  
a b o u t  s o m e  o f  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p l a c e s  t o  
p l a y .

KR: M y  f a v o r i t e  w a s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  
M e r c u r y  L o u n g e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T h a t  w a s  
w h e r e  t h e  S t r o k e s  a n d  I n t e r p o l  c a m e  
u p  a n d  b e i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  g r e e n  r o o m  
a s  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  b a n d s  w a s  r e a l l y  c o o l .  

SH: D e s p e r a t e  A n n i e ’ s  i s  a  g o o d  
o n e .

CW: I t ’ s  p r e t t y  s m a l l ,  b u t  I  l o v e  t h e  
s e t u p  a t  R a d i o  B e a n  i n  B u r l i n g t o n  
V e r m o n t .  

KR: T h a t  p l a c e  i s  r e a l l y  c o o l  f o r  l o -
c a l  b a n d s ,  t h e y ’ d  n e v e r  t u r n  a  b a n d  
d o w n .  T h e y  a c t u a l l y  f o u n d  u s .  

CW: Y o u ’ r e  j a m m e d  i n t o  t h i s  l i k e ,  
6x 6 s t a g e  w i t h  a  f u l l  d r u m  k i t  a n d  i t ’ s  
k i n d  o f  t i g h t  b u t  t h e  p l a c e  w a s  p a c k e d  
a n d  i t ’ s  j u s t  s o  f u n .  

SG : I t  h a s  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r c h i -
t e c t u r e  t o o .

RRX: Y o u  g u y s  h a v e  p l a y e d  a l l  o v e r  
t h e  p l a c e ,  h u h ?

KR:  Y e a h  t h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  o u r  t h i n g ,  
I  actually cancelled fi ve gigs or 

u s  w h i l e  w e  w e r e  t r y i n g  t o  s e t  u p  f o r  a  
b i g g e r  t o u r .  W e  j u s t  h i t  u p  o u r  b u d d i e s  
anywhere and sleep on their fl oor. 

RRX: A n y  b a n d s  y o u  w a n t  t o  s h o u t  
o u t ?

CW: W h o  h a v e  w e  p a r t i e d  t h e  
h a r d e s t  w i t h ?

KR:  W h a t  a b o u t  N e w  A l o n e ?  N e w  
A l o n e  i s  c o o l  b e c a u s e  t h e y ’ r e  f r o m  
P h i l l y  a n d  t h e y  d r o v e  d o w n  h e r e  f o r  
some o  our fi rst roovy uesdays. 
T h o s e  s h o w s  w e r e  n o t  s u p e r  i d e a l ,  b u t  
t h o s e  g u y s  w e r e  s o  i n t o  i t  a n d  c o o l  
a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h e n  w e  p l a y e d  w i t h  t h e m  
i n  P h i l l y .  I t ’ s  c o o l  t o  h a v e  a  b a n d  f r o m  
o u t s i d e  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  t h a t  y o u  f e e l  

c l o s e  w i t h .
RRX: A n y t h i n g  e l s e  y o u  g u y s  w a n -

n a  s a y ?
KR:  I  f e e l  b a d  f o r  a l l  t h e  p l a c e s  t h a t  

a r e  g o n n a  c l o s e  b e c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h i s .  I ’ m  
h o p i n g  t h a t  t h i n g s  g e t  b e t t e r .  M a y b e  i f  
t h e  b a r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  c a n ’ t  l o o s e n  u p  
t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a  s a f e  w a y  t o  d o  h o u s e  
stuff . I hope underground stuff  doesn’t 
g o  a w a y .

CW: I ’ m  h o p i n g  t h a t  o n c e  t h i s  g o e s  
a w a y ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  o p e n  n e w  p l a c e s  
w i l l  b e  s u p e r  c h e a p  a n d  w e ’ l l  h a v e  t o n s  
o f  n e w  p l a c e s  b e i n g  o p e n e d  b y  p o o r  
p e o p l e  l i k e  u s  w h o  j u s t  w a n n a  p u t  o n  
n e w  m u s i c .  I  t h i n k  t h i s  s u c k s  b u t  h o p e -
f u l l y  t h i s  w i l l  l e a d  t o  s o m e  g o o d  s h i t .  
E v e r y t h i n g  c o u l d  a l s o  j u s t  s t a y  c l o s e d ,  
I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  ( l a u g h s ) .

S H :  T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  i s  c a n c e l l e d .  

C h e c k  o u t  S a f e t y  M e e t i n g
B a n d c a m p :  s a f e t y m e e t i n g 69 .

b a n d c a m p . c o m
I n s t a g r a m :  @ s a f e t y . m e e t i n g
F a c e b o o k :  f a c e b o o k . c o m /

s a f e t y m e e t i n g 69

L i n k  t o  K y l e  R o b i n s o n  m e m o r i a l  
f o u n d a t i o n :  h t t p s : / / w w w . k r m e m o r i -
a l f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /

Continued f r om  Page 3 1 .Continued f r om  Page 1 8 .
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840 New Loudon Road
Latham NY, 12110
(518) 782-0625

www.lazboy.com/upstate-ny
Come See Bill Thurber for all your 

La-Z-Boy needs

Goldie’sat

COHOES
MARKETPLACE
1 0 3  R e m s e n  S t r e e t

PyrexCollectibles
FurnitureVintage

DOWNTOWN COHOES
Nov. 7th & 8th

Nov. 21st & 28th

 

10am  to 
4pm

ift certi cates
available.

JEFF
DORRANCE

Loan Officer NMLS# 1427884

C: (518) 414-6221
D: (518) 924-8003

O: (518) 924-8001 x506
JDorrance@premiummortgage.com

SCAN FOR MY DIGITAL 
BUSINESS CARD!

THE EXPERT IN 
HOME FINANCING

PERSONAL. PROFESSIONAL. LOCAL.

935 New Loudon Rd, Suite 3A, Latham, NY 12110
NMLS# 1695490 | Licensed Mortgage Banker NYSDFS
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The Sweetest Place in Latham!

150 Old Fashioned
Penny Candy Jars

Large Selection
of Chocolate

Nostalgic
Candies

20 Different 
Varieties of Truffles

Wide Selection 
of Maple Candy

Fall Features!

Chocolate
Turkeys

1082 New Loudon Rd. (across from Guptill’s)
Tues - Sun
from  10AM

(518) 608-4550

Collar City Sweet Shoppe Is Now 
The Candy Cottage!

337 Central Avenue, Albany NY - (518) 426-0828

Fun New
Munchies Menu!

Happy Hour
from 3:00 - 7:00

Music Coming Soon!

Daily Food & Drink Specials!

www.paulys-hotel.com

Full-service grooming
Doggie Daycare (Saturday daycare also available.)

Boarding with 24-Hour Staff Supervision
Boarders integrated into play groups (if appropriate.)

Pick-up or drop-off services available.

 

 Rt   Cli ton r  
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Observations and Ramblings of 
a Cranky Old Guy

By Jeff Spaulding

G r e e t i n g s  a l l ,  h o p e  a l l  i s  w e l l  w i t h  
y o u .

I t  h a s  b e e n  o n e  H E L L  o f  a  y e a r ,  
a n d  i t  a i n ’ t  d o n e  y e t .  

W h e r e  d o  w e  s t a r t ?
W e l l ,  o b v i o u s l y  C O V I D ,  t h e  l o c k  f o r  

T i m e  M a g a z i n e ’ s  “ P a n d e m i c  o f  t h e  
Y e a r . ”

G u e s s  w h a t ?  I  a m  S O  b u r n t  o u t  o n  
t h a t  t o p i c  ( n o t  E V E N  g o n n a  t o u c h  p o l i -
t i c s ) ,  I  c a n ’ t  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  a n y m o r e .

S o ,  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  a  t h e m e  d i s -
cussed by the staff  let’s put a turkey 
s p i n  u p o n  i t .

“ W h a t  a r e  y o u  m o s t  t h a n k f u l  f o r ? ”
I f  y o u  r e a d  m y  c o l u m n  l a s t  i s s u e ,  

t h e  s i m p l e  a n s w e r  i s  I  a m  a l i v e  t o  w r i t e  
a  c o l u m n  f o r  T H I S  i s s u e .

I  you missed it twenty-fi ve words 
o r  l e s s ) ,  h e a r t  a t t a c k ( s ) ,  c o r o n a r y  b y -
p a s s ,  t w o  m o n t h s  n o t  w o r k i n g .

As o  this writing  fi nally back to 
work  ticker is fi ne  and all health prob-
l e m s  r e l a t e d  t o  s a i d  h e a r t  a t t a c k  a n d  
b y p a s s  s e e m  t o  b e  g o i n g  a w a y .

A n d  A S  t h i s  c o l u m n  i s  b e i n g  w r i t -
ten  I ust had a fl ashback to my child-
h o o d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t h a t  h a p -
p e n e d  t o  m y  d a d .

19 69 ,  m y  d a d  S a m  ( 55 a t  t h e  t i m e ) 
w a s  a  m e a t  c u t t e r  b y  t r a d e ,  a n d  a  c l u m -
s y  o n e  a t  t h a t .

T h a t  c l u m s i n e s s  w i t h  a  s a w  l e d  t o  
h i m  b e i n g  d i a g n o s e d  a s  a  t y p e  t w o  d i a -
b e t i c  t w o  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .

S a m  w a s  n e v e r  i n  g o o d  h e a l t h ,  125 
p o u n d s  s o a k i n g  w e t ,  a n d  a  t w o  p a c k  a  
day amel unfi ltered smoker.

T h a t  T h a n k s g i v i n g ,  t h e  f a m i l y  w e n t  
t o  N e w  J e r s e y  t o  s e e  m y  m o t h e r ’ s  
f a m i l y .

I t  w a s  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  f a b u l o u s  t i m e .
T h a t  S a t u r d a y ,  m y  d a d  w a s  i n  h i s  

c h a i r  w h e n  h e  g r a b b e d  h i s  c h e s t  a n d  
s c r e a m e d  i n  p a i n .

H e  w a s  h a v i n g  a  h e a r t  a t t a c k .
W e  w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  L o u d o n v i l l e  a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  s o  t h e  a m b u l a n c e  r u s h e d  h i m  t o  
A l b a n y  M e m o r i a l .

W e  s t a y e d  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w h i l e  
t h e y  w o r k e d  o n  h i m ,  l a t e  i n  t h e  d a y  w e  

w e r e  t o l d  t o  g o  h o m e  a n d  l e t  h i m  r e s t .
W e  w e r e  c a l l e d  t w o  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  h u r -

r y  b a c k … n o w ,  h e  w a s  h a v i n g  m u l t i p l e  
h e a r t  a t t a c k s .

W e  d i d n ’ t  m a k e  i t  i n  t i m e .
ard to believe it has been fi ty-one 

y e a r s .
H a r d e r  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  a  

c h a n c e  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a  p o s s i b l e  
r e p e a t  o f  h i s t o r y .

L i k e  I  s a i d ,  t h a t  I  a m  h e r e  i s  T h a n k s  
N u m b e r  O n e .  

M o v i n g  o n  t o  T h a n k s  N u m b e r  T w o ,  
a n d  w h y  I  a m  m o s t  h a p p y  f o r  T h a n k s  
N u m b e r  O n e .

M y  t h r e e  g r a n d s o n s .

C h r i s  i s  17,  a n d  a  s e n i o r  i n  h i g h  
s c h o o l .

Z a c h  i s  12,  a n d  i n  7 t h  g r a d e .
M a s o n  j u s t  t u r n e d  7,  a n d  i s  i n  2n d  

g r a d e .
T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  i n  m y  m i n d  t h a t  

t h e i r  b i r t h s  w e r e  t h e  t o p  t h r e e  m o -
m e n t s  o f  m y  l i f e .

(I ’ l l  t a k e  t h i s  m o m e n t  t o  a d d  m e e t -
i n g ,  l i v i n g  w i t h  a n d  s p e n d i n g  t w e n -
t y -o n e  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i e d  l i f e  w i t h  m y  
w i f e  i s  i n  t h e r e ,  b u t  I  k n o w  h o w  i m -
p o r t a n t  t h e  b o y s  a r e  t o  h e r  a s  w e l l ,  s o  
t h i s  t i m e  I  k n o w  s h e  w o n ’ t  m i n d  t h a t  
t h e y  g e t  t o p  b i l l i n g . ) 

W e  a r e  b o t h  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

a l l  t h r e e ,  f r o m  s c h o o l  t o  s p o r t s  t o  f u n  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o  o f  c o u r s e  b e i n g  t h e  “ f u n ”  
g r a n d p a r e n t s .

W e  h a v e  g o n e  ( w i t h  a l l  t h r e e ) f r o m  
d i a p e r s  t o  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  t o  e l e m e n t a -
r y  s c h o o l  t o  j u n i o r  h i g h  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
a n d  n o w  w i t h  o n e ,  t h o u g h t s  o f  c o l l e g e .

W i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e ,  w e  a r e  
n o w  t h e  p a t r i a r c h  a n d  m a t r i a r c h  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y .

I f  y o u  a s k  m e ,  t h a t ’ s  a n  o d d  f a m i l y  
d y n a m i c ,  b u t  o n e  w e  c h e r i s h .

O u r  b o y s  k e e p  u s  y o u n g .
O u r  b o y s  k e e p  u s  h o p p i n g .
O u r  b o y s  k e e p  u s  g o i n g ,  m a k i n g  

s u r e  w e  w i l l  d o  w h a t e v e r  w e  c a n  t o  
s t i c k  a r o u n d  a s  l o n g  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  
w a t c h  t h e m  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t o  a d u l t h o o d .  

F i n a l l y ,  f o r  m e ,  b u t  m u c h  f a r t h e r  
d o w n  t h e  l i s t ,  m y  s o -c a l l e d  b r o a d c a s t  
c a r e e r .

( M o v e d  d o w n  e v e n  f u r t h e r  i n  i m -
p o r t a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  d i s -
c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h i n g s  i n  m y  l i f e  h a v e  
c h a n g e d ,  a n d  a s  m u c h  a s  I  l o v e  w h a t  I  
h a v e  d o n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  s i n c e  19 77,  I  
w o u l d  g i v e  i t  u p  i n  a  m o m e n t  t o  b e  w i t h  
m y  w i f e  a n d  f a m i l y  a s  l o n g  a s  
p o s s i b l e . )

I am at the point I am fi nally think-
i n g  a b o u t  a  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  m y  f u t u r e ,  
a n d  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n  m y  l i f e  w i t h  m y  
w i f e .

D o e s n ’ t  m e a n  I  a m  p a c k i n g  u p  t h e  
m i c r o p h o n e  a n y t i m e  s o o n ,  b u t  I  e n v i -
s i o n  a  t i m e w i t h o u t  a  r a d i o  s t a t i o n .

T h a t ’ s  m a j o r  f o r  m e ,  a s  I  o n c e  
t h o u g h t  I  c o u l d n ’ t  l i v e  w i t h o u t  i t .

N o w ,  a s  m u c h  a s  I  l o v e  w h a t  I  d o ,  
l i v i n g  w i t h o u t  i t  s e e m s  a  p o s s i b i l i t y .

P r i o r i t i e s .
B e  h e a r i n g  y o u

The Nation Needs Blood

www.redcross.org
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...Lights, Camera, Sassy!
By Sassy AuburnSASSYSays

W h e n  I  w a s  a  k i d ,  I  h a d  a  l o t  o f  d i f -
f e r e n t  p r o f e s s i o n s  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  
t o  g e t  i n t o .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  m y  

m o t h e r  h a d  h e r  o w n  p l a n s  f o r  w h a t  I  
w a s  g o i n g  t o  d o  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  S h e  w a n t e d  
me in an o   ce setting where my pro-
f e s s i o n  w o u l d  b e  “ s t a b l e ” .  I  k n o w  n o w  I  
should have made some diff erent deci-
s i o n s .  L i k e  t h i n k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f .  B u t  I  
w a s  t r a p p e d  i n  m y  o w n  l i f e .  M o s t  o f  m y  
f r i e n d s  k n e w  i n  t h e i r  t e e n s  a n d  20s  e x -
actly what they wanted to go or a ter 
schooling. I grew up not really hearing 
t h a t  I  w a s  g r e a t  a t  a n y t h i n g  s o  I  b e -
came one o  those people who settled. 
W h a t  a  n a u s e a t i n g  a s p i r a t i o n .  T o  s e t -
t l e .  T h a t  i s  a l m o s t  a s  b a d  a s  s o m e o n e  
being called mediocre.  I seriously 
have zero tolerance or that. et I lived 
i t  f o r  y e a r s .

I guess you could say it was a mid-
li e crisis that I admit I am still in  that 
made me fi ll out an online application 
or a  and movie background actors 

agency. his company is contracted to 
fi nd appropriate people that  when they 
fi lm in diff erent areas in the nited 
S t a t e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  a  p o o l  o f  p e o p l e  i n  
that might be a good fi t. I had been sent 
a  r e f e r r a l  f r o m  s o m e o n e  w h o  s a w  m y  
m o d e l i n g  p h o t o s  o n l i n e  a n d  t h o u g h t  I  
m i g h t  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r y .  O h  w h a t  t h e  h e l l ,  I  t h o u g h t .  
Who would need an old bitchy ginger 
or fi lm anyways

M o d e r n  L o v e  d i d .  T h a t ’ s  w h o .
I got a te t rom the agency saying a 

part as an e tra had come up in the 
apital egion or a local fi lming and 

w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  i f  I  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d .  B a -
sically  this Amazon Prime series came 
to the area to fi lm a season o  their 

show  and they elt I was a fi t or a back-
ground part. Whaaaaaat  M  I was a 
little surprised to get this. cuse me  
there’s a pandemic going on. ow are 
you going to pull this off  o one is 
fi lming anything right now. ike   

 Still  I responded that I was in-
terested in knowing more. he back-
ground assistant got back to me right 
a w a y  a n d  t o l d  m e  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e y  h a d  
h i r e d  a  C O V I D  t e a m  t o  m a k e  s u r e  a l l  
actors and actresses were sa e at all 
times. his consisted o  daily I  
testing  consistent wearing o  approved 
PP  masks and ace shields  regular 
s p r a y i n g  o f  h a n d  s a n i t i z e r s  a n d  a  t e a m  
o n  s e t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  a n y  p r o p s  w e r e  

wiped down during fi lming. o one 
w a s  a l l o w e d  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  d a y  t i l l  
their I  test came back as nega-
tive. I  you were positive  Simple  buh-
b y e .  O n  s e t ,  m a s k s  w e r e  r e m o v e d  o n l y  
during a scene shot and when the team 
shouted ut  all talent had to put 
masks and shields back on immediate-
ly. o shit  hey were serious about 
this. And they were doing it right. e-
tween the suff ocating eeling o  being 
stuck inside or nine months and the 
d e s i r e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  b u t  s t i l l  b e  
sa e  I clicked the I accept  button. 
W h a t  t h e  h e l l .

I  h a v e  t o  s a y ,  i t  w a s  t h e  m o s t  a m a z -
ing e perience I had ever been a part 

o . or three days  I was fi lming in the 
great city o  roy. he early testing 
each day was slightly time consuming 
but I knew it was necessary to make 
sure we were A  sa e. And they paid 
me or that  I got to work with the 
f a s h i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  d e s i g n  m y  o w n  
wardrobe sets rom my own closet. A 
dream come true or me. air and 
makeup said create your own looks 
that refl ected you. h hell yes  It was 
a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  l o v e d  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  
being put together to appear on fi lm. 
And I would wear them all mysel  be-
i n g  m y s e l f .  

n set  even the background talent 
h a d  f a b u l o u s  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  w e r e  t h e r e  
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f o r  u s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t i m i n g ,  p o s i t i o n i n g ,  
c u e s  a n d  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  w e  m i g h t  h a v e  
h a d .

I  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  w h a t  y o u  s e e  o n  a  T V  
i s  a  l o n g  a n d  d e t a i l e d  e n d e a v o r .  Y o u  
w a t c h  a  30 m i n u t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w  t h a t  
c a n  t a k e  s e v e r a l  w e e k s  o r  m o r e  t o  c r e -
a t e .  S t a r t  t i m e s  w e r e  a s  e a r l y  4 : 4 5 a m  
f o r  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  C O V I D  t e s t .  G e t t i n g  
i n t o  c o s t u m e  l o o k s  n e e d e d  s p e e d  a n d  
p e r f e c t i o n .  P l u s  w a l k i n g  d o w n  t h e  
s t r e e t  i n  h i g h  h e e l e d  b o o t s  f o r  t h r e e  
consecutive days defi nitely took its toll. 
At the end o  that fi lming  I was beyond 
e x h a u s t e d .  I  a c h e d ,  m y  f e e t  w e r e  s o r e ,  
m y  h a n d s  w e r e  n u m b  f r o m  t h e  c o l d  
t e m p s  a n d  I  w a s  s p e n t .  D o i n g  t h i s  w a s  
n o t h i n g  l i k e  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  b e  l i k e .  
I t  c e r t a i n l y  w a s n ’ t  D i s n e y l a n d …  i t  w a s  
h a r d  f u c k i n g  w o r k .  B u t  i t  w a s  A M A Z -
I N G …  a n d  I  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  i t  a g a i n  
i n  a  h e a r t b e a t .

A n d  I  d i d .  T h r e e  w e e k s  l a t e r .  
hey liked how I did on the fi rst 

t a p i n g  a n d  I  g o t  a  c a l l b a c k  t o  b e  a n  

e x t r a  i n  a n o t h e r  s c e n e .  I  s a w  s o m e  f a -
miliar aces rom the fi rst fi lming  met 
s o m e  n e w  p e o p l e ,  a n d  l e a r n e d  e v e n  
m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  i n d u s t r y .  S i n c e  t h i s  
was being fi lmed locally  I even saw 
p e o p l e  I  k n e w  f r o m  ‘ r e a l  l i f e ’ !  T h e  s c e -
nario was completely diff erent rom 
t h e  l a s t  o n e  I  d i d .  B u t  i t  w a s  s t i l l  j u s t  a s  
draining and antastic as the fi rst time. 
W i l l  I  g e t  c a l l e d  b a c k  a g a i n  f o r  a  t h i r d  
t i m e ?  W h o  k n o w s ?  B u t  i t  w o u l d  b e  
a w e s o m e !

I s  S a s s y  g i v i n g  u p  h e r  w r i t i n g  a n d  
l o v e  o f  m a k e u p  &  f a s h i o n  t o  d r i v e  o u t  
t o  C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  c h a s e  t h e  H o l l y w o o d  
d r e a m ?  N a h .  I  l i k e  m y  a u t u m n s  h e r e  i n  
N Y  t o o  m u c h  t o  d o  t h a t .  P l u s  t h e  i n d u s -
t r y  i s  s o o o o  s a t u r a t e d  r i g h t  n o w ,  m a i n -
l y  w i t h  u n e m p l o y e d  t a l e n t  d u e  t o  t h e  
p a n d e m i c .  B u t  I  w i l l  s a y  t h a t  i f  I  g e t  a  
c a l l  t o  p l a y  a  b i t c h y ,  r e d h e a d e d  v i x e n  
w i t h  a  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r ?  F o r  t h e  r i g h t  
price . I may defi nitely consider it.

Waterford’s Vintage and Collectibles 
One-Stop Shop

Vinyl records, nautical pieces, collectibles, fishing lures, 
man cave items, advertising and so much more.

ALWAYS buying and selling!



New Bar, New Look
Same Great Atmosphere

Gift Certificates Available.

CHECK OUT THE NEW MENU ONLINE
ILFAROITALIAN.COM

WED - SAT from 4PM

698 NORTH PEARL STREET
ALBANY, NY 12204  |  (518) 463-2208

KITCHEN 5PM TO 10PM

Il Faro
Restaurant & Bar


	110120RDIOX_01
	110120RDIOX_02
	110120RDIOX_15
	110120RDIOX_16
	110120RDIOX_20
	110120RDIOX_28
	110120RDIOX_33
	110120RDIOX_40

