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BY NIKI KAus Mystic Bowie. Photo provided.

ystic Bowie and | connected heads up, my “reporter” name is Kaos. music.
Mand found a kindred spirit. We MB: (laughs) I love it! MB: | was discovered when | was
became fast friends while RRX: When people read it, they ask nine years old because | would go to
trading stories about our passion for mu- me... do you?? Do you say that “chaos”? church with my grandmother, who was

sic and community work. | also learned And I say, yeah, | do. So, when you see blind. So I would hold her hand, walk her
more about what to expect at Universal the article don't be shocked. It's con- to church, and sing in the church choir.

Preservation Hall in Saratoga Springs, trolled Kaos. That's where | was discovered. When |
Saturday, April 22nd. MB: Niki Kaos. I love it. was 14 years old, they started to take me Record executive and
. , . J.B. Scott’s' co-founder
RRX: How are you? RRX: Let’s talk about your career. out of Jamaica to Peru, Bahamas, and talks about once-in-a-life-
MB: I'm good. Who am | speaking You worked with the Tom Tom Club. places like that. time shots.
with? You've spent time in Jamaica recording

RRX: This is Niki. Just to give youa music. Explain how you evolved with Continued on Page of 5.
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Continued from Page 3.

| am Jamaican, but also, | was born
and raised into a tribe called the Ma-
roons. Because of growing up in the
Maroon tribes as a child | was not a
Reggae singer. We would do traditional
music. Jamaican traditional folk music
called “mento”. And | would do Calypso
and stuff like that. T would get jobs to
leave the island and perform on other
islands for festivals.

During that period, the area | was
staying at was right next door to Com-
pass Point Studios, which was owned by
Chris Blackwell, the owner of Island Re-
cords. So | was staying at the Compass
Point condominium complex.

That’s where | met everybody! Grace
Jones. Keith Emerson from Emerson,
Lake and Palmer. Fred Schneider from
the B-52s. Ringo Starr. Members of the
Talking Heads and Tom Tom Club. It
was the same period where Tom Tom
Club was forming and developing off of

WE MOVED!(TEMPORARY)
80 3RD ST.COHOES NY

A’
ﬁ
/J:’
the Talking Heads.

RRX: And you met them at a good
time. The scene was exploding.

MB: Yes. They were building an era.
And here | am, a 14-year-old child who
was placed in the middle of all this...
controlled chaos. (laughs)

RRX: (laughs)

MB: It was amazing. | remember
there was a thing that happened to me
on one of those trips to Compass Point.
In the studio, there is a bunch of musi-
cians from all over the world, and they
are doing stuff they don’t want children
to see. So when my caretaker would go
to sleep, | would literally climb out the
window.

I would go hang out by the studio.
And some of the guys were like, you
need to get back, or whatever. While
others were nice to me.

RRX: You just wanted to see what
they were up to?

MB: All I heard was a ton of equip-
ment in the studio and a ton of

r/‘ ~ Quasses
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JEWELRY

G/ x /
\ EXPERT REPAIR _~
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Start Yaur Faliday
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musicians.

RRX: And you wanted to see the
music? And what they were doing to
create music?

MB: Yes!

So that was the only interest that |
had. But there was this one guy who
brought a motorcycle from England.
And had it down there, and each night
he'd ride in.

The cool thing about this dude. He
would always give me a ride on the back
of his motorcycle. And then say, okay.
Now it’s time for you to go to bed. And |
would go to bed. Because he gave me a
ride on the back of his motorcycle. It
was a huge deal for a teenager back then.

RRX: He was probably looking out
for you in a way?

MB: He was. Exactly.

RRX: How did you get from Com-
pass Point Studios to what happened
next?

MB: I'm going to go from The Tom
Tom Club. I met Chris and Tina from

Page 5

Talking Heads, and it was the same pe-
riod where the Talking Heads was hav-
ing issues and they were forming the
Tom Tom Club. So they were working on
“Genius of Love”, “Wordy Rappinghood”
and all those songs, right there, at the
studio at the same time.

Time went by, and in 1991 | moved
up to NYC. | hated it. | hated living in
the city. So, the company | worked with
moved me to Western Connecticut.

A friend of my contacted me in 1992
to let me know he was doing a Mardi
Gras show in NYC. He told me he would
like me to be THE Reggae act on that
show.

I explained to him that I just moved
up to NYC, and I'm living in CT because
I did not like living in the city. | ex-
plained to him that | did not have a
band. He basically told me, don’t worry
about it, there’s a house band. And the
house band agrees to back me up at the
show because they like my music.

Continued on Page 46...
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221 4th st Troy, NY
(518) 326-2042
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Do you need a demo for band auditions
a gift, or some other purpose?

~Includes 5 hours of the following services
depending on your needs (mix &match)
Check out this package! -Private voice coaching
Tailored to your needs and skill level -Professional studio recording
-Mixing and track production
-Track delivered in wav/mp3 format

Get more details at or
Promo code {1]§
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Brian Melick

OP CALLAGHAN

ost drummers will say that
M they got their start, hitting

pots and pans in the kitchen.
After showing interest, we quickly
move on to real drums, and traditional
percussion instruments. But Brian
Melick is not most drummers. In his
nearly 60 years of playing, Brian is still,
hitting everything from drums, to
found objects and even Legos. He isan
educator, percussionist, innovator, de-
signer, and performer. He also hap-
pens to be one of the nicest, most
down-to-earth people that I have had
the fortune of knowing. I first met him
in the early 2000's, when we were on
the same recording session, and Brian;
or “Udu Boy” brought in his infamous
Udu drum to play. His knowledge and

’

&

love of the instrument is palpable, and
inspiring. Brian’s passion for all things
percussive is infectious, as is the smile
that he wears when playing. His story
is fascinating, and his optimism and
love of hitting things is infectious. So
please welcome, Mr. Brian Melick!

RRX: How did you get your start
with drums?

BM: My journey really started
quite organically. 1 truly remember
like it was yesterday, | was 4 years old
and really found myself completely lost
and feeling compelled to explore the
different sounds and textures of differ-
ent objects by either striking, scraping,
or rubbing them. My favorites were
Oatmeal containers, Coffee cans, Roll-
er Skate Cases, Spice Containers, Piles

‘Ir'\. - ™
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Brian Melick. Photo provided.

of change, anything around the house.
I was blessed with two remarkable par-
ents and an amazing sister who both
consistently throughout my life have
encouraged and fueled my fire by not
only allowing my passion but also by
offering me items to explore and create
with. Had no idea that all of these
items in my formidable years would
continue to be the basis of my musical
voice to this day. Early on my dad built
me a simple wooden miniature pallet
thing that gave me multiple surfaces to
explore all at once, finding different
pitches as well as textures. | was able
to create my grooves with it, but also
created my melodies. Funny - Dad al-
so gave me two metal rods to use as
sticks.

April 2023

Anything can be a drum if
you're brave enough.

I remember them feeling quite
heavy but quickly felt pretty agile with
them. My sister was the one who pur-
chased my first real drum for me -
which | have to this day. With her al-
lowance money, she visited a next-door
neighbors garage sale and bought me a
cardboard snare drum wrapped in a
light blue metallic foil like paper with
plastic hardware, but the drum was
tunable and the snare throw worked
beautifully. Man - | played that drum
all day long, every available minute. |
fondly remember standing outside my
front door on our concrete stoop and
playing every conceivable march-like
rhythm that | remember hearing
during parades in our community and
the little kids would gather and march
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around the neighboring houses and
streets. Some would find a little flag or
even make them out of paper.

RRX: Who were some of your first
influences?

BM: Wow - that's a loaded question.
Every drummer on television or on the
radio!!! Seriously - Gene Krupa. As a
kid what | remember about him more
than anything - his Smile. Every time
I saw him on television he simply was
radiant. The absolute joy of being in
the musical creative moment with
those around him. The music just
poured out of him in such an effortless
way and he always allowed you in. |
was riveted and absolutely inspired.
He was the first for me that equally
used his drums as well as his cymbals
to create his melody inside of his
rhythm. | absolutely love that, and it is
what draws me in when | listen to oth-
er drummers. Not every drummer is
moved in that way. Some are just not
melodic players. To me it is always
about the melody, or | should say
counter melody that we can create in-
side the main melody of the song we
are playing. As | grew up and to this
day, | adore John Bonham. Started lis-
tening to Led Zeppelin very early in life
and am still captivated by his work.
Nothing wasted - every note means
something. You just feel it. The same
absolutely is true about my biggest in-
fluence which is Steve Gadd. All about
the feel and the groove. That man says
more with one note, on one sound then
most of us will ever say, period. As |
became inspired to explore hand per-
cussion at the age of 17 - Babatunde
Olatunji was huge in my life. My par-
ents bought me for 50 cents at a garage
sale, a record that was a life changing
experience and major turning point in
my life and still to this day deeply
moves me. It is Baba's “Drums of Pas-
sion”. When I heard his voice and his
drum for the first time, the hair on the
back of my neck stood up. For me there
is nothing like the sound of skin on

o~ u
(\ ;iperlence
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skin. I can’t explain it. Simply
incredible

RRX: Tell me about some current
projects?

BM: Music:

-Upcoming Performances with: The
McKrells; Americana Roots / Celtic,
Maria Zemantauski: Flamenco, Heard;
NEW World Jazz, GeoBEAT; World
Beat, Maswick & Brown; Adult Con-
temporary Singer / Songwriters, War-
den and Company; Acoustic Rock, Stu-
dio Stu; Improvisational, Gus Mancini
and Sonic Soul; Improvisation, Sonny
& Perley; Brazilian Mix, Franklin Mi-
care; Classic Adult Contemporary, Joy
Adler and the Souls of Evolution;
Meditation

- Upcoming Recordings: Matt
Smith; Blues / Rock, Rena’ Graf;
Meditation

- Education:

- A yearlong residence with Ellen
Sinopoli Dance Company at an ele-
mentary school in Cohoes that features
Dance and Music that supports what
the students are learning in Social
Studies. We explore: Egypt, Norway,
Japan and Brazil with the students.

- A yearlong theme called 80’s Mix
Tape with SPAC Dance in many schools
in the Capital Region; Albany, Sarato-
ga, Schenectady. SPAC Dance facili-
tates an amazing program that teaches
a specific grade in the school the four
important elements of dance high-
lighting all the students to learn differ-
ent choreography per class as well as a
full grade dance highlighting a Broad-
way Show like experience at the end
putting on in 10 short weeks a full
blown riveting performance that the
students first perform for their school
and then in the evening for their
friends, family and general public

- A 10-week Percussion Program for
Caffe Lena’s Music School for Senior
Citizens

Muddy’s just got better..

FEB 74 MART7
WHITEWATER  ACT YOUR AGE
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TOM ATKINS BAND
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No Cover
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197 River Street
Troy, NY | (518) 272-0433

LIKE UsoN i
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90 Congress Street, Troy, NY

BREWING COMPANY www.rareformbrewing.com

*FULL BAR

*COCKTAILS

*FOREIGN & DOMESTIC BEER
*FRIENDLY STAFF
*RELAXING ATMOSPHERE

= (518) 326-2062
169 REMSEN ST. CUHUES, NY

A brewery devoted to the art of uniquely
crafted beers. We are always proud to
offer a wide-ranging beer menu.
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B. Aust

BY JAMES MULLEN

hen people think about the
music that’s come from the
Glens Falls region of the

518 music scene, they most likely think
of rock bands like Wild Adriatic and
Capital Zen. However, there is one per-
son who has been making massive
progress toward changing that percep-
tion to include Rap and Hip Hop, and
that’s the man behind Family Thing
Records: B. Austin.

With several releases already in
2023 including the “New Goats EP” in
January and singles “Beast Mode” and
“Get on My Level” in February and
March, Austin has made racking up

streams and digital reach look easy.
What'’s perhaps most impressive is that
he’s doing it all while also hosting Hip
Hop events at multiple venues and con-
sistently helping to shine a light on a
part of our music scene that certainly
does not get nearly enough attention. |
caught up with B. Austin as he pre-
pared to host his seventh consecutive
monthly Hip Hop Night at 42 Degrees
Tavern in Downtown Glens Falls on
March 16th, with the eighth already
scheduled for Thursday, April 20th.
RRX: You've been red hot in 2023
with a handful of releases gaining lots
of streams, but you've got releases on

Lence
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Making a home for Hip-Hop in Glens
Falls
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B. Austin. Photo provided.

Spotify going all the way back to 2014.
What has your journey as an artist
been like?

BA: It has had its ups and downs
just like sales. In 2014 | started pro-
ducing for myself and | faced a lot of
criticism tapping into a whole different
world when it comes to production. I
never let it affect me or my process.
The most important thing out of any-
thing during my journey is being
consistent.

I had projects drop in 2014, 2015,
singles in 2017, Gotta get it in 2020
and so far this year, | have released
over 10 songs in just 4 months. Being

consistent is the most important thing
even if you don't think the music is
where you want it to truly be at. You
just have to keep reminding people
who you are, what you can do and also
don't be afraid to show your
accomplishments.

RRX: Rap and Hip Hop are severe-
ly under-represented in the Glens Falls
area; how has it felt to be able to start
changing that?

BA: I really took the big first step
of being vulnerable just seeing what |
can accomplish by doing the unthink-
able. I just know that what | have done
will really open up the eyes of those
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who are younger to let them know “hey,
I know you got dreams too, you can't
be afraid of what people say. You just
have to send it; go out there, do your
thing and everything else will work out
in the end.” My dad always used to tell
me “Bry, you just have to show up”, |
really took that with a grain of salt. It's
one thing to take advice but it’s defi-
nitely a whole different perspective to
take action towards something you
truly love. I've been thinking about
making music for nearly my whole life.

RRX: I first became aware of you
as a rising Glens Falls artist after
learning about your Hip Hop Nights at
42 Degrees Tavern, how did that part-
nership come together and what has it
been like to watch it grow?

BA: Everyone at 42 Degrees really
welcomed me with open arms. It's
been almost a full year since | did my
first open mic there. I actually just de-
cided to go there one Friday night for
an open mic. My neighbor Lily

oex

recorded a video of me and the next
day | posted it online, and it got so
much love and insane crazy reactions
from everyone, even on Instagram,
Twitter, etc.. So | just kept going back
to 42 Degrees. After about 4 months,
eventually Robin asked me to host Hip
Hop Night in September 2022 and I in-
stantly said yes. The biggest thing for
me was that | told him that | wanted to
“do it right” and | feel like I have done
that for the most part. We had the sev-
enth Hip Hop Night in a row on Thurs-
day March 16th! We have them once a
month but everyone thinks we do it ev-
ery week haha! Back to the “being con-
sistent” thing. Life can change as long
as you keep pushing!

RRX: You've worked with Pauly’s
Hotel in Albany as well as 42 Degrees;
do you have a wish list of venues in the
518 you'd like to expand to?

BA: I'll perform anywhere to be
honest! But | would really love to do a
show at Desperate Annie’s and Putnam

r
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Place in Saratoga Springs. I've been to
so many shows at Desperate Annie’s
that it's only a matter of time getting
booked there. As for Putnam Place I've
done numerous open mic nights there
too even if I'm just performing for Gary
and the bartender. I remember the first
time | walked in there and no one was
even in there. | still told Gary. “Man,
this is just something | gotta do” can't
be afraid to perform for just the bar-
tender and the sound guy. One day 3
people will turn into 3,000 people!

I really wanna get into some of
these 518 festivals also. | have helped
make Hip Hop recognized now and
you can’t deny our skills or talents any-
more. I wanna do a show at MVP, Em-
pire Live & SPAC! You can't ever, ever
dream too big!

RRX: What other 518 area artists
are you a fan of? Are there any youd
most like to collaborate with?

BA: One person that I've always
wanted to collaborate with is Margo
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Macero. Many people don’'t know this,
but we actually grew up together. We
went to middle school and high school
together. Even back in middle school I
knew she was always gonna be some-
thing special. Lately how she’s been
touring nonstop all around the 518, I'm
super proud of her. I always thought
more globally from day one since mu-
sic is a universal language but what she
has done so far is truly amazing and
inspiring, 1 need to make her some
beats haha.

As for bands and rappers there’s too
many to name. Most if not all of the
great acts in this area | would consider
my friends now or even business part-
ners. | have a lot of respect for Seize
Atlantis, Under the Den, Aila, Mundy,
The Messenger, LuBuoy, Blister Boo,
Trey Magic, Untouched, Death Cult
Pharmaceutical, Capital City Crooks,
Bonus, 50 Racks, Queen Midas, and
many, many more. I'll collaborate with
everyone as long as the timing is there.

B LASS U TBES
WWW.PGWGALLERY.COM
Capital districts prewmier glass gallery
and studio!

.. Bongs, Hand Pipes, Goblets,
=y Sculptural art, Ornaments,
' Custom orders, Bong Repair,
Glassblowing Lessoms...

> Want to try your hand at glassblowing??7?

Sign up here: Ei:ih;El
Prism Glassworks
225 4th st. Troy N.Y.
www.pgwaallery.com E K

JITAR REPAIR ==

s SCHOOL

Learn to maintain and repair guitars from an expert!

DJ Parsons - Master Luthier

One on One Instruction
Flexible Schedule
Certificate of Completion

Frog Island Schoolhouse
66 East St. Suite D
Mechanicville, NY 12118
(518) 704-5208
pgrschool41@gmail.com

parsonsguitarrepairschool.com
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PREMIUM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
SALUTES OUR COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

DOCTORS, NURSES OR MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL TEACHER

ENLISTED MILITARY OR VETERAN POLICE, FIRE OR EMT

To see if your employment qualifies for our Community Champions
program reach out to a Premium Mortgage Corporation Loan Officer.
This program can be used with Conventional, FHA, USDA and VA financing on bath primary and secondary residences.

Contact your Premium Mortgage Corporation Loan Officer for additional information on this program.

Jeff Dorrance
Loan Officer | NMLS# 1427884

Licensed in FL NY

(518) 414-6221 cart orTeENT

jdorrance@premiummortgage.com

Premium o

sy MORTGAGE COHPORATII]H

www.PremiumMortgage.com

Premium Mortgage Corporation HO: 2541 Moneoe Ave., Rochester, NY 14618 | NMLS# 3254 | TolbFree; (B44) 7930177 | Licensed Mortgage Banker NYSDFS
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KEVIN BRENZ
AUTOBODY

727 RIVER STREET b
TROY, NEW YORK 12180 ™
TEL: 518-270-8235 ;

FAX: 518-270-8251

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR - FRAME STRAIGHTENING
FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES

ALLINI
SEALLTY

SERVICES, LLC

www.Allin1Realty.com
918-608-5262

"Get Clean While Going Green!"

Reduce waste refill store
offering eco conscious personal
‘care and lllIlISEIIlllll llI'ﬂllIlGiS

| — T

Instagram: @ Matts Refillery

Tiesdaj Friday 10am-6pm facebook.com/mattsreriiery  (9518) 953-0107
Saturday sam6om 199 River snee'i' Troy, NY 12180

~-20I0 Auto SALES j<em 4

P!—?E OWNED CARS & TRUC‘KS

,3 wr . We have a wide selection of pre ned
| A ] cars, trucks, SUVs and minivans!

343 2nd Ave Troy, NY 12182

Welhiavellnventopyt

(518) 238-0263
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Serving the Capital Region!

Blgger

PRINTS
We'rg a (_:regtive Studio, Vinyl & Print Shop
Ca p | ta I we b $€0. C 0 m i
hello@biggerprints.com

CAPITALDISTRICT
DIGITAL

BDMBlNlNE BREATlVE IDEAS

Canvas Prints

Mugs & Promotional ltems

m— i Enlarged Photo Prints Vinyl Decals & Lettering
IN SEARCH TECHN“LUE'ES Posters & Banners T-Shirts & Apparel
Marketing Materials & So Much More...

Open Monday - Wednesday 12pm - 9pm, Thursday 12pm - 10pm : i\ [\/ »
Friday and Saturday- Live Music 6-9pm, karaoke 9:30-Midnight -—u\ﬂn_g EATS IN THE HEART OF DOWNTOW "_I‘IU"_
2839 US-9, Ballston Spa, NY (518) 886-8695 63a Putnam Street Saratoga Springs, NY
T]___l E G f LLEY thegalley.ordermyeats.online Upcoming Shows
\ n 3/31 - Bearly Dead 4/19 - Dopapod
£ Grateful Dead Tribute w/ Baked Shrimp
FREE
9% OF OUR MENU AVAILABLE GL““:-“ 4/1 - Hoops & Hops 4/22 - Portyl
9 _ Take out aval\‘c:b\:; Ay College Basketball on The Big Screen w/ Oakum, Surrey Hill
tertainment
- Live & tdoor seating 416 - Tropidelic 4128 - Jimkata
w/ Joey Harkum w/ Hanzolo
4/7 - The Lizards 4/29 - Shlump & Tsimba
A Tribute to Phish Tribute Alien Trip Tour
Bar Bites specials available Weekday Spmals 4/8 - Luzcid: lllusions Tour 5/4 - Spafford
12-4pm Monday through Friday Monday - 10 wings $10 4/14 - Hazeyy’s Album Release 5/5 - Start Making Sense
We will also be offering a $6 Tuesday - 3 tacos for $10 w/ Atlassian
craft beer, and $3 domestic T‘:::‘:;::“’;Z zif":lfl‘:l:;ﬁ‘;’:s 4/15 - WEQX Presents Sports Party ST ——
option from 12-4pm. Friday - $10 hand breaded fish frys
* Ask about Sunday Brunch, our daily specials & enferfainment Mondays: Family Tree + Sly Fox’s Open Mic Jam
S e e . & 5 Wednesdays: Line Dancing Lessons w/ Kevin Richards
EFNS EO AN CON SCOREH MARNAR R MRS SR For more info visit us at: www.putnamplace.com or call: (518) 886-9585
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: | F'AT ERW PEPPER .:.
F‘AT CHUW MEDITERRANEAN R

CHILI ESPRESSO RV o ssest | 5

P!aza 8

C%GRESSST * TROY : Clifton Park, NY Q@sq‘r
~THURS - SAT: 10-4PM ot 518-373-4947 4

1536 Crescent Road Ste. 8

el BARRETT

Gy

T
] BLACKTOP & PAVING
CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
% (518)235-0032
-Free Estimates -Fully Insured
AT I{ ORD -All Work Guaranteed
BEVERAGE A gy -All Materials State Approved
Featuring over 28 DOORS designated to c e (1] Paving & Stone
cold crafts, ciders, imports and domestics. 1 [P\ — = Delivery

Easy bottle return - all brands and no limits IR W Seal Coating
with precounts and drop and go service. N e

A family tradition since 1951

35 Saratoga Ave A, Waterford, NY 12188 www.barrettblacktop.com
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"TROY NEW YORK'S HIDDEN VENUE"

HANGAR

ON THE HUDSON

(518) 272-9740 THEHANGARONTHEHUDSON.COM

675 RIVER ST TROY, NY 12180

4/7: BRUISER AND BICYCLE ALBUM RELEASE SHOW -7:30pm
4/8: THE LUSTRE KINGS
& JIM GAUDET AND THE RAILROAD BOYS -8pm
4/22: MOTORBIKE/ RHOSEWAY
W/S/G BARBIE BARKER (OF CANDY AMBULANCE) -8pm
4/27: THE DEAD TONGUES -8pm
4/28: JOHN DOE FOLK TRIO -8pm

OUTDOOR COVERED SEATING WED-SUN 2PM-8PM
600 RIVER STREET TROY, NY 12180 (518) 272-9740

—
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T0CONE MEETITHE EXSTERBUNNY/S RS

ERIDAYARRIY
10AM-1PM
FUR-EVER FRIENDS DOGGIE DAYCARE
151 SARATOGA ST. COHOES

NOON-2PM

233 REMSEN ST. COHOES

EASTER DAY

SUNDAYJAPRIIKG
T1AM-1PM

ANTHONY'S ITALIAN RESTAURANT
220 REMSEN ST. COHOES

OLELPL @

;i )i &
AREA's BEST

4/1: The Refrigerators -8pm
4/6: Open Mic -6pm
4/7: Matt Mirabile Band -8pm
4/8: Harmonic Duo -7pm
4/9: Closed -Happy Easter
4/13: Open Mic -6pm
4/14: Brian Kane & The Beginning -8pm
4/15: The Bear Bones Project -8pm

MR 4/16: Bluegrass Jam -5:30
HYE L 4/20: Open Mic -6pm

| § Tid
e R 4/21: The Wheel -8pm /bl 15
FATE 4/22: Whiskey Highway -8pm % SRR
& 4/27: Open Mic -6pm > B g ]
L 4/28: Vinyl Vault -8pm MATAL el
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Their song “Drive”
has become the
“Lesbian Anthem.”
They stop to chat
from the road.

|ﬁss.$Fer:ic
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RX: Hello. How has your
morning been?
MF: So far so good.

RRX: I'm excited just to talk with
you. | don't really like to do “inter-
views,” | think they’re boring so my
style is just to chat. Everybody else
does that, they just plug away all of the
questions and I'm just like, what did
you have for breakfast? Are you a
breakfast person?

MF: Yeah I'm working on my sec-
ond cup of coffee right now, I had a lit-
tle bit of granola and yogurt this morn-
ing. Lining up my day, so yeah it’s go-
ing to be a good day, | look forward to
it.

RRX: Me too but I'm on the first
cup of coffee. The coffee cup I grabbed
from the cabinet I've never seen before,
I don’t know where it came from but it
says “you’re awesome, keep that sh*t
up!” So I’'m going to roll with it.

MF: Good, good, excellent!

RRX: So April 28th, we've got you
at Caffe Lena. That’s exciting. I've nev-
er seen you live before.

MF: Oh wow, okay great, are you
coming?

RRX: Oh, heck yeah!

MF: Great, I'm looking forward to
coming back there, I like it there.

RRX: | guess I'm late to the game
but at least I'm going to be at the game
now. Now | see you're a music profes-
sor as well?

MF: Yeah | teach at Northeastern
University now, | was at Berklee Col-
lege of Music, I went to school there for
a little while. | started teaching about a
decade ago, well I started in 2010 but |
didn't really get a permanent job at
Berklee until 2013. So | started there
and then I moved over to Northeastern
in 2019. It’s really cool, I like it a lot, |
get to teach some classes on creative
practice, which is really cool. It's not as
myopic as just songwriting, it's really
about how a person approaches work
creatively. Where they get their ideas,
how they think about where their ideas

A’
:iQC’, rience
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come from and how they express them.
I teach an intro to music business
course and | teach a course on music
entrepreneurship, which is really fun
and has a lot to do with my history. It
really taps into what | have done in my
career. It's really nice, it’s not just
song-writing, which is what | was
teaching at Berklee. I'm really happy
with my position now, it's increased my
commitment to learning and that’s
something that really didn't get ignited
until I went back to school in 2017. I've
just been kind of killing it in that area.

RRX: So what else have you been
up to?

MF: I've been doing a bunch of
co-writing now and I've just started
managing a couple of artists, so I'm
moving into the behind the scenes
world, which is really lovely for me. I'm
still playing shows and I'll be putting
music out throughout the year. More
singles here and there just like how ev-
erybody else is doing things these days,
then I'll be compiling it together and
putting out a full piece of work on vinyl,
for the hardcore fans. It feels very re-
laxed unlike in the 90's and 2000’s. My
first record came out in 1993 and the
last record | put out in 2015, which still
feels like 5 years ago because of Covid.

RRX: Sure.

MF: This feels nice, it feels way
more relaxed.

RRX: You do what you love though
and that’s really a blessing, | do what |
love but I know the majority of people
kind of just do what they have to do.
Your dream has probably come true,
you probably still have other dreams.

MF: Yeah but it's still a struggle.
There are plenty of days that I don’t
want to go to work. Even as a perform-
er it just depends. Like when we were

talking earlier about how’s today go- '

ing? I'm having a great day. It’s a day at
a time. The older I get the more I un-
derstand that I'm so fortunate to have
this teaching job. A lot of my friends
who are DIY, indie musicians,

especially when Covid hit, were in-
credibly financially devastated. The en-
tire live industry shut down. For me
because of the job I have | kept getting
a check. Just as importantly for me is
having structure in my life. It really
serves my personality really well.
When Covid hit, I had to get up and |
talked on ZOOM. It gave my brain oth-
er things to think about rather than if
the air that | breathe was going to Kill
me. You know?

RRX: I can totally relate to that. It
hurt the soul not being able to play live.

MF: It's highly possible it could
happen again, it’s just the way things
roll. 1 can only speak for myself but |
got through it and there’s a light at the
other side. Getting through Covid real-
ly was a practice of getting right down
to living in the present. For me it really
was. | didn't write through Covid, I
wasn’'t one of these musicians that
surged on songs. | have a friend Dave
Herlihy that I teach with, he was in a
band called O Positive back in the day
and he wrote like 30 songs. | was like
dude, how did you? But that’s how he
dealt, you know?

RRX: Right.

MF: Some people really flourished
creatively and others really hit a wall.

RRX: Totally, and if you're writing
what you were going through, it’s ther-
apeutic but nobody wanted to hear a
Covid song. We wanted to escape it as
much as possible.

(Both Laugh)
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RRX: So I'm excited to see you live,
what are we to expect from the show,
anything different? Any certain strate-
gy you are going to take with it?

MF: That’s a good question. I hav-
en't really thought about it yet. It’s still
a little ways away. Caffe Lena is really
the first show beginning my summer
touring. As a teacher, school gets out
on the 19th of April, so right after that |
kick in to playing shows. Which |
wasn't able to do last year or the year
before that so it's really going to be the
first full summer of me touring. I hav-
en’t been down to Nashville in a long
time, | haven't been out to Chicago in a
long time. I'm excited. The run-up to
getting back out on the road, with Caffe
Lena being the first show of this run, is
giving me the opportunity to try out
some new things and revive old songs.
This year 2023, is a big marker for me
because my first record came out in
1993. In August it will be the 30th An-
niversary of my first record. I am doing
work this year to pay homage to that.
Not really a big push or anything like
that but just for my fans and for me to
just kind of look back.

RRX: It’s definitely a milestone
and | can't believe 1993 was 30 years
ago.

MF: (Laughs) I know!

Catch Melissa Ferrick Live at Caffe
Lena FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023 at
8:00PM/ Doors 6:30PM

radioradiox.com
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2023 LISTEN UP AWARDS WINNERS

FAVORITE SOLO/DUO - JASON IRWIN FAVORITE JAM BAND - ANNIE IN THE WATER

FAVORITE PARTY BAND - HARMONY ROCKS FAVORITE R&B/SOUL/FUNK ACT - E BLOCK

FAVORITE COUNTRY ARTIST - WHISKEY HIGHWAY FAVORITE ELECTRONICA/EXPERIMENTAL - 100 PSYGHIC DREAMS

FAVORITE ROCK COVEWR BAND - DIRT CHEAP FAVORITE PERFORMING/RECORDING D) - D) TGIF
FAVORITE AMERICANA ARTIST - MARTY WENDELL FAVORITE IRISH ARTIST - MAGGIE'S CLAN

FAVORITE POP ARTIST - PETER ANNELLO FAVORITE HIP-HOP ARTIST - B. AUSTIN

FAVORITE ROCK/HARD ROCK ARTIST - SEIZE ATLANTIS FAVORITE GRATEFUL DEAD COVER BAND - HALF STEP
FAVORITE ALT/INDIE ARTIST - ERIE FAVORITE PROG. ROCK ARTIST - SEIZE ATLANTIS
FAVORITE FOLK/BLUEGRASS ARTIST - THE BLUEBILLIES BEST HAIR & MAKE UP - TOMMY LOVE

FAVORITE JAZZ ARTIST - HOT CLUB OF SARATOGA MOST LIKELY TO FALL OFF STAGE - GRAPE JUICE!

FAVORITE PUNK/GARAGE ARTIST - BLACK CAT ELLIOT BEST DRESSED - JOHNNY MORSE
FAVORITE METAL BAND - LOCK 9 MOST LIKELY TO OWE CLUB MONEY - THE EROTICS

HERO AWARDS: HOWARD GLASSMAN, MOTHER JUDGE, SCOTT DORRANCE AND JOSH BLOOMFIELD.
THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL OF OUR AMAZING SPONSORS

PUTNAM
DARK W Ml|$|c PLACE

& g\ﬂ‘l' Y
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Ce : CAPITALDISTRICT
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12noon-3pm Spm-7Zpm Spm-12midnight
The Fuze Box Move Down Lark Lark Hall

12 Central Ave Lark Street 351 Hudson Ave
Albany, NY 12210 Albany, NY Albany, NY 12210

ALBANY « NEW YORK

www.movemusicfest.net

.__\—,\am’??“d:;if?fe_@ 'mp'i"‘t‘gmw““




April 2023

e BY LIAM SWEENY

-




April 2023

f you were alive and around in the Albany envi-
I rons in the turn of the eighties, you might have
gone to a sonic bunker of a place called J.B. Scotts.
Owned by Douglas Jacobs and Vinnie Birbiglia, this
nightclub had a list of bands go through that would,
at the same time be chewing through the Billboard
Top 40.

I reached out to owner Vinnie Birbiglia, and |
learned quite a bit.

RRX: J.B. Scott’s, J’ and ‘B’ are yours and Doug-
las Jacobs’s last names. So you two started this in
1979. I've been around a ton of scenes, seen them
start and fade away. What was it like in the weeks be-
fore you opened? Was it just to make a couple of
bucks, or was it something more?

VB: | was working at the time at Record Town. |
was the general manager for Upstate Music. We had
the store on New Karner Road and Albany Street, |
believe. And Doug came in one time, and we were
talking, and we hit it off. We then started doing
shows at the Madison Theater. And that’s how we
started J.B. Scott’s.

RRX: Madison Theater is doing some pretty cool
stuff now.

VB: It was a great theater as far as acoustics went.
And the only problem that the place had was parking,
because it’s a residential area.

RRX: The only experience | had with J.B.'s was J.
B,’s Theater, which was across from Westgate Plaza.
I've never been to J.B. Scott’s, the original place.
What was the space like; what was the venue like
when you first went in it?

VB: It was a rectangular building that - we put
the stage on the opposite wall to the bar. Therefore,
everybody was right on top of the stage, which, when
the bands came in, they loved it.

RRX: That’s cool, because the way a lot of clubs
are set up, if you're in the back, youre in the
nosebleeds.

VB: Yeah, exactly.

RRX: What was the place before you guys had it?

VB: It was the S&H Green Stamp building. When
you went shopping, they would give you little stamps
that you put into a book, and then you use the book
to buy stuff. It was a very plain building. It was a con-
crete floor, cinderblock walls and a wood roof.

RRX: How long did it take you to build it up into
the club itself?

VB: Honestly, I don't remember. It wasn't that
long. The only thing we had to do was build the bar
and build the stage.

_f 'II esnce
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RRX: One thing everybody remembers about
J.B, Scott’s is that you had everyone there. U2, Tom
Petty and the Heartbreakers, Pat Benatar, Rick Der-
ringer, Buddy Rich to name a few. In fact, Al
Quaglieri, in the Facebook group, Albany: The Way it
Was, compiled a list that looked to be two feet long.
How did you get those people to show up?

VB: | was pretty well-known in the music indus-
try. So | had lots of contacts at the labels. Since we
had starting doing shows at the Madison Theater
and at the Palace Theater, we did a show or two at
Proctor’s Theater, the agents saw that we knew what
we were doing. We got along with the bands, and like
| said, | had my contacts at the labels, with the pro-
motion departments at the record companies. That
helped us decide who we were going to book, and
that also showed the industry, again, that we knew

“Had it not been for the fire, itd be
very interesting to see where we
would've been today”

Vinny Birbaglia

what we were doing. That’s how we basically started,
and word got out and bands wanted to play for us.

RRX: When you were doing a different national
act every day practically, what were some of the chal-
lenges you faced? Were there any challenges that
weren't just the basic challenges of running a club?

VB: Back then, at that timeframe, it was getting
the customers to come in. For every band that we did,
it was one winner, three losers, financially. And then,
because of politics, we were getting screwed by the
agencies, even though the name of the game was ‘you
book the band the first time they come to an area,
that band is your band going forward.” Yet when we
had acts that we broke in the Albany market, some
agencies would give the band to a different promoter
when they were big enough to play the Palace
Theater.

RRX: Yeah, that sucks.

VB: Tell me about it.

RRX: The J.B. Scott’s was, aside from the me-
chanical aspects, thinking the whole scene: do you
think it could be done today, with the way the indus-
try is?

VB: I don't think so. I think that the cost factor is
too prohibitive. If we were to think of opening up a
club in this environment, it would be a very expen-
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sive proposition.

RRX: | had a practice space in J.B.'s Theater,
when New Music was in there, and a friend told me |
was playing where Stevie Ray Vaughan once drank a
fifth of Crown Royal. I doubt that’s true, but it actu-
ally references one of the saddest moment for the ar-
ea music scene; the fire that closed J.B, Scott’s. What
can you tell me about that?

VB: Some kids tried to rob us, and they set a fire,
and they got caught a year later. Actually, we made
the front page of the Times Union for the fire, and
made the back page of the first section when the kids
got caught because when they got caught, it was the
same day as Erastus Corning, the Albany mayor,
died.

And the place didn’t actually burn down. Like I
said, it was concrete floor, concrete walls. The only
real damage was the roof. The worst part about it
was the fact that the fire voided our lease. While we
had insurance and paid the bills that we had out-
standing, the landlord still voided the lease that we
had. So that’s what became the end of J.B. Scott’s.

RRX: Okay, so J.B.’s Theater, as | brought up be-
fore. How much time between J.B. Scott’s and J.B.’s
Theater?

VB: Over a year. And it lasted about a year or so.
It was too big for the area. Also, the drinking age
went to twenty-one, so that became a problem. And
we were the first place in the state, I believe, that had
underage patrons in a place that had a bar. We actu-
ally closed off the bar and used the roller skating sec-
tion for where we built the stage and did a majority of
shows.

RRX: So we cover a lot of smaller venues, and
there are a lot of interesting local scenes. What ad-
vice would you give to the owner of a smaller venue
to get near to where J.B. Scott’s was in its time?

VB: | don't think anybody can. We had the balls,
so-to-speak, to do all different types of genres in the
music industry. Now, unless you have a big bankroll,
you're really locked in to doing local bands. The cost
factor is just too prohibitive.

RRX: This is where you answer the question |
didn’'t ask.

VB: Had it not been for the fire, it'd be very inter-
esting to see where we would've been today. We had
some competition, but the competition we had tried
to only stick with certain types of artists coming in.
We tried to broaden the horizon.
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BY JOE BARNA

elcome to The Heights. A
new monthly forum that at-
tempts to demystify the

culture, history and characteristics ex-
isting within the American art form
known as jazz. | will be presenting in-
terviews, topics pertaining to the mu-
sic, and introducing those who may be
unfamiliar with the idiom to the beau-
tiful qualities inherent within jazz and
the artists who bring the music to life.
In this first installment I'd like to
highlight a new live recording I'll be
producing with saxophonist Stacy Dil-
lard, pianist Davis Whitfield and world
renown bassist Tarik Shah. But first I'd
like to lend my perspective to the ques-
tion that has been looming in the ether
for what seems like an eternity...
“What Is Jazz?”
In my opinion there isn't a

definitive, or rather singular, answer to
the question. Whether musician or
non-musician we each come to view
artforms through our own unique lens.
There are no right or wrong ways to
consume or digest art. The way an in-
dividual interprets a painting, a song
or a sculpture is up to them and the
moment. What I'd like to do is share
my thoughts on how | view jazz as mu-
sic and a way of life. Please come along
and let me entertain your mind.
Having been involved with jazz for
nearly 35 years, from high school till
present day, my perspective has grown
with each experience and relationship.
The way | see and feel jazz is much dif-
ferent today than in my infancy or even
last week. However, some feelings nev-
er change. How I'm moved by the shift-
ing tones, the harmonic richness and

that timeless swing feel, if executed
right, still resonates with me today the
way it always has. Let me offer a more
colorful landscape on how I see things
today.

Jazz, through my lens, is a nonver-
bal form of communication shared
with the listener from the hands, feet,
mind, and body of those creating
soundscapes in the moment. It at-
tempts, if not triumphs, in fusing mul-
tiple styles into one voice that leads its
audience on a sonic journey through
music history and into the future. It
takes the best of the blues, Latin, funk,
country, pop, classical and beyond,
melting musical Picassos into a singu-
lar art that is both inclusive and capti-
vating. It defies restraint and unchains
the artist from the shackles that at-
tempt to bind the soul, imagination,
and potential waiting up ahead. This is
not to say that jazz is an elite form of
music. It is not. Simply put, jazz is just
another way of expressing oneself uti-
lizing melody, harmony and rhythm.

We are fortunate living in upstate
New York, in that we have access to
some of the greatest musical minds
currently performing in the world to-
day. Both in our own community and
the surrounding areas. With NYC,
Boston, Syracuse, Portsmouth, Roch-
ester, and many other strong arts
scenes 3 hours or less from the Capital
Region, it’s a blessing to be afforded
such a luxury. One of the greatest luxu-
ries right here in the heart of Troy, NY
is a brand-new performance space
called Alias Coffee Roasters. Owned
and operated by master roaster/ baris-
ta, Hernan Lopez, this intimate space
is turning heads and raising the bar for
what the potential can be in our com-
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munity. Let me explain.

It’'s a rare occurrence to have a
room with the sound and layout pres-
ent in the back of this industrial style
building. The lighting, energy, ambi-
ence, mood, and tonal qualities are
among the best | have ever been asso-
ciated with. The level of talent per-
forming is of the highest order, with
each presentation offering its own spe-
cial take on jazz. It’s a true gem hidden
in the rear of this timeless old building.
Not to mention the coffee, as stated by
many, is among the best they have ever
enjoyed.

Onto the show...

Coming on Tuesday, April 11th and
Wednesday, April 12th will be an excit-
ing live recording experience with
Sketches Of Influence. I will be leading
my quartet featuring Stacy Dillard,
Davis Whitfield and Tarik Shah. This
will be the 3rd and final installment in
a series of 3 live albums. The Grind
(2021) The Purpose (2022) and now
The Heights (2023). This will conclude
the trilogy and highlight some compo-
sitions written in tribute to my daugh-
ter Savina Jewel and partner Deana
Clapp. Other compositions included
will capture the image of my time spent
while residing in the Washington
Heights neighborhood of Manhattan.

We invite you to take a musical
journey with us. Come as we explore
sonic possibilities and share our sto-
ries with you at upstate New York’s
newest home for live performances,
Alias Coffee Roasters, 219 4th street,
Troy, NY.

Warmest Regards,
Joe
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Tues- 11am - 8pm
Wed/Thurs- 11am - 9pm
Friday- 11am - 10pm
Sat-Noon-10pm
Sun- noon - 8pm

Closed Mondays

644 New Loudon Rd Latham, NY
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Marra

Funeral Homes, Inc.
Paul L. Marra

246 Remsen Street (518) 237-0206
Cohoes, NY 12047 MarraFH@nycap.rr.com NYS Inspections, @@mwﬂg@r Diagnostics,
Brakes/Tires, Steering, Suspension, Lube,Oil

| Home. Auto and Business Insurance | and Filter, Differential Services and MORE!
7
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A Mechanic You Can TRUSTY

;,__ 122 Ontario Street Cohoes
TRI-CITY INSURANCE Brent Tague
btague@insurewithrg.com Broker

| I'i-GiWiIISIII'ﬂIIGB com 18 300

1505 route 9 Halfmoon NY 518-807-5512

Located in Glennpeter Plaza

Brewery and Tap Room
Hours

Wed & Thur 4-9pm
Fri 4-10pm
Sat Noon-10pm

Sun Noon-6pm

NIGHTLY CONCERTS | IN-PERSON & ONLINE

47 Phila St. Saratoga Springs | Www.caffelena.org | 518-583-0022 3
!
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RIVER STREET S55$55$5555S

Call Jim or Liam
at The River Street Beat Shop

(518) 272-0433
AR o e el D s D>

TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR YOUR
COLLECTION

O ——— ALL THE HIGH-END PRODUCTS OF A
648 NEW LOUDON RD LATHAM', NY HEAD SHOP, WITH THE PRICES TO w3
UNCLESAMSHEALTHFOOD.com ! REFLECT THE ONLINE MARKETPLACE. ..

- An ANCIENT SOLUTION ~ INCLUSIVE OF ARTIST AND NATIONAL

=% INTRODUCING, THE PERFECT BRAND PRODUCTS
 BLEND OF BLACK SEED AND

5 Voon Seicut ll  SARATOGAHOOKAHBAR. GUM
 CHOLESTEROL, BODY 42 CAROLINE ST SARATOGA SPHIN?S, NY,

AFFORDABLE

DUMPSTERS

>
||

055 \& NAEMBER ROLL OFFS

6,8,10,12,14 Cubic Yard Sizes Available
P o -
e,s.Su'_e o"-""- HOUSEHOLD JUNK « RENOVATION DEBRIS

(518) 369-1223

WE CAN INSTALL ON ANY OF THESE TYPES OF ROOFS
-SLATE m -INVERTED FASCIA
-RUBBER -CEDAR
-ASPHALT _[ . EH.—

-HEATED GUTTER -5 AND 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS
~-GUTTER PROTECTION -GUTTER CLEANING/REPAIR
-GUTTER HOODS -STAINLESS MESH

-HOUSE -DECK -DRIVEWAY -CONCRETE

Contact our force:

livesafeconsult@gmail.com info@radioradioxcom . | radioradiox.com
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Marcu

EBY-R0B SMITTIX

RX: How are you?

MM: I'm doing well man. | just had a late
night last night at The Comedy Cellar. So I'm
just kind of starting my day at noon, which is kind of
normal for me.

RRX: Well I've spent some time watching your
videos online and I love your sense of humor.

MM: | love posting my jokes as soon as | write
them because | get so excited about it, and I want to
share it with everybody. I'm building a fanbase and
it’s been such a blessing to have that. I forget that fif-
teen years ago you had to rely on Conan, Leno or Let-
terman for a late-night spot. Now viral video is just
as good if not better, it’s crazy.

RRX: Everything has switched upside down.

MM: Everything’s backwards. Some people are
having a really tough time adjusting to that because
some are like: no man I'm saving my act for the stage
but otherwise people aren’t going to know who you

l1Lence
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Marcus Monroe (center). Photo provided.

are. People aren’t going to buy a ticket to see you, if
they don’t know what you're going to do when you get
up on stage. If all they see you do is crowd-work in
your videos... I post a fair amount of crowd-work but
I also post material because | want people to know
that | can write a joke and I can be weird in front of
people.

RRX: And you're a juggler!

MM: True, yeah, yeah. | started juggling when |
was nine. | don't know if it was before the pandemic
or during it, but my manager was like, “why don't we
move forward without you juggling?” I'm like “woah,
what?” He’s like “yeah man, just do comedy.” | said,

“juggling is all 1 know, it's my bread and butter.” He

said, “I think you've got this. You're funny without
the juggling.” It took about two or three years before
I was comfortable on stage without a trunk of props.
There has been an adjustment, but it's been very fun
to do that. I think it's every juggler’s dream to go on
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Stand-Up is just
the beginning...

-
=

stage without a bunch of props and just do comedy.
At least for most comedy jugglers, that's what the
goal is. Even if they don't say it out loud but most
people never do. A lot of people come to my shows
now with juggling props, with the hopes that I
juggle.

RRX: Understandably.

MM: | did this show in Chicago and this kid
brought six juggling clubs in hopes that we would
juggle together. | mentioned on stage | used to juggle,
and this guy was like, “let’s juggle together!” | was
like alright, so | brought this guy up on stage, a
stranger | did not know, and we juggled together. It
was so much fun and everyone loved it. So | was
thinking maybe | should juggle at the end of my
shows. There’s a small chance that | might, | don’t
know yet. It’s a possibility.

RRX: I mean I'm rooting for it.

MM: Oh okay. Maybe I'll do it then. I have a
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pretty funny knife juggling routine that I did when |
won the Andy Kaufman Award. That could be fun to

do because it’'s also very heavily comedy based.
Which is obviously super important at a comedy club.

You don't want to see someone juggling to music, |
mean how boring?

RRX: I mean from what | saw you're fantastic at
it. | can juggle three balls, which most people can’t
do.

MM: That'’s true most people can’t do it. That’s so
funny you say that because last night at The Comedy
Cellar 1 mentioned that I used juggle and some guy
was like, “oh, yeah three or four? Can you juggle
three or four balls?” I said “I can juggle seven!” Weird
options. My options were three or four, I'm like

“C’mon I've been juggling for almost 30 years. | better
be able to juggle three or four.”

RRX: You would think. I was watching a video of
you juggling and | couldn’'t even count how many
balls there were.

MM: The thing about social media is | found out
about all of these other jugglers that | have never
heard of. They’re insane, they’re just so good. There’s
this one guy named Spencer (Androli) and he’s a
beast, probably the best in the world right now. Part

We support our local community & thank our community for their support!

Big Burger Deals
Mon, Tue & Wed

Gift Certificates
Available

NIGHTHAWKS

100% Locally Sourced Farm to Table

Limited Seating
461 Broadway Troy, NY 12180
Take Out & Delivery

Call For Reservations

(518) 272-1000
www.nighthawkstroy.com
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of me is happy because I've stopped training because
there’s no way | could catch up with these guys. It's
much more rewarding for me to write a joke and for
that joke to get a laugh than for me to practice a jug-
gling trick and people are like, “oh, okay.” Reactions
are so much better to comedy than they are to jug-
gling tricks. If that makes sense.

RRX: I'm a performer, a vocalist in a band and
I've thought about doing comedy but I'm not very
good at punchline jokes. | also thought about this.
Being in a band, if we hit a sour note or | get a lyric
wrong, the audience will still applaud at the end, but
I feel like in comedy if you start off and the audience
just isn’t feeling it, I kind of blame the audience a lit-
tle bit because it’s more of a give and take sort of
thing.

MM: Right. One-Hundred percent. Part of it is...
is the comic going on stage and just doing the act? Or
is the comic going on stage, taking it in and having a
conversation? To me that’s way more interesting. You
can have a conversation with the audience and still
do your material. People don’'t want to be talked at.
You've got to respect the audience enough to have a
dialogue with them while still doing your jokes. I'm
not saying to have a back-and-forth conversation but
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make it seem at least that there’s a reason behind
what you are saying. Not that you're saying it just be-
cause it’s in the act. You want people to really feel
your perspective and your experiences through your
words.

RRX: That makes sense.

MM: | think that’s important to keep in mind. If
a show is not going well, sometimes | wonder, did |
connect to anyone in the audience before | started or
did I just get up on stage and like: here’s what’s weird
about hats? | see people sometimes on stage at open
mics or comedy clubs and they just do their act the
way that they would practice it in their Livingroom.
But you've got to breathe it in. If you hear a loud click
or bang during your set, you want to acknowledge
that. If you keep moving forward people will wonder,
is this guy here? Is he alive with us or is this a re-
cording? Because something crazy just happened
and this guy didn’t even mention it.

RRX: I can see that, you make a good point. I re-
spect that, maybe I'll give an open mic a try some-
time. But... you my friend are hilarious.

Brunch
Sat-Sun
10am-3pm

CORCOR(]TI S

Live Entertainment

Monday through Saturday: Open 4pm

Check out our Facebook for info on live music

Patio Seating - Takeout and Delivery Available.

Gift Certificates
Available

NEW HOURS

33 Saratoga Ave, Waterford, NY 12188 - (518) 326 - 2739
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Come Celebrate the Full Pink Moon with us!?

M ND BODY SOIII. EXPO

'iiwday, Aprll 8, 2023
). 10AM-6PM

3 Saratbga Springs City Center
522 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Discover and explore many forms of holistic,
% | health and wellness.
Discover something new, something different,
something unexpected.
Free admission, including:

- Free lectures - Free workshops
-Interactive exhibits and demos

- Performances by local musicians

www.mindbodysoulexpo.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - FREE admission
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or most music fanatics of this
Fpaper, the world of rave and
electronic dance is likely a little
lost on them and their era. With its
emergence comes a whole range of
new and younger fanbases. Even with
me being a part of that generation and
realm, hearing of DJ Dr. Fresch was a
first for me.
Based out of Los Angeles,
Fresch pulls inspiration from early
90s and 2000s metal and West Coast
hip-hop influences, evolving into
more bass-forward electronic styles
and imprinting on a sub-genre known
as G-house, or “gangster house” — fus-
ing elements of house, trap and rap —
the flavor profile where he reigns and
dominates his craft now. In 2019,
Fresch and Insomniac Music Group
launched his latest label, The Pre-
scription, which he believes is an
all-embracing representation of who
he has most proudly become as an
artist and DJ and where collectively
they introduce and gather producers
who share a similar vision and sound.
Dr. Fresch is dark, groovy
and snyth-y, dabbling in samples, per-
cussive nods, ominous vocals and
heavy build-ups followed by huge
drops that amplify the beats and get
the crowd hyped to new levels. The
venue that we saw him at in Philadel-
phia this past weekend, The Ave, is a
dark, intimate and sexy

BY JORDAN LANEGAN

atmosphere where we somehow man-
aged to work our way into the VIP sec-
tion which gave us a phenomenal bird-
eye vantage of the main stage and cha-
os that ensued below us.

As a part of the audience, one
of the most magical additions to an
electronic show is the implementation
of lasers that seamlessly synchronize
with the music and enhance visuals.
The production that goes into a laser
show is gnarly in its own regard, as
technicians mix BPM with color, in-
tensity, movement patterns and laser
sequences, all which elevate emotion-
al waves and total sensory control of
the viewer.

For those who have perhaps
never experienced a live set like this,
let me paint a pretty picture. Pre-
game as usual. Stand in line and make
friends with those around you. “Have
you seen *said artist* before?!” asks
someone. The answer “no” from a
stranger launches an excited conver-
sation of what is about to proceed
when gates open. The closer you get to
security and entrance, the more the
inside beats permeate and tingle
throughout you. The energy increases.
The darkness of the outside evening
lends no comparison to the darkness
inside of the club. An array of fra-
grances begins to overwhelm you —
perfume, sweat, cologne, weed, booze

club — and something else you can’t quite

put your finger on (and probably don’t
want to). Spilled drinks and bumped
shoulders are almost welcomed in
this particular environment. You
glance at the people surrounding you.
The outfits. The hair. The faces. The
most very telling of pupils and eyes.
We are all the same, yet all on differ-
ent and strange levels.

Slowly, the crowd cusps their
beverages, plants their feet semi-stur-
dily and simmers down as they realize
the main event is about to begin. The
vibe is hush-hush and elbow nudging
to friends to shut the f* up and cast
their eyes on the DJ booth in front of
them, dim lit and foggy as it may be as
Dr. Fresch strolls forward and an-
nounces his presence.

Trance like tones begin but
quickly fade. Base emits. Over and
over and over again with green, pur-
ple and red lasers spitting out in front
of you. The frequency of the beats
with the lasers combined make you
feel like you're on drugs even if every-
one else is, but you are not. People are
attempting to scale poles to get a bet-
ter view, and those who can't quite get
the finger-grasp they thought they
could, fall into random hands who
settle them gently down into the floor
that nobody wants to see with sober
eyes.

There is a period when the fist
bumping and ‘goddamn this is nasty’
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faces subside to jointly wait for the
beat to drop (a holy shit moment in
and of itself with so many sardines
crammed in there), but when it does
drop, and everyone looks at one an-
other with a 1..2..3... mentality —
pure, respective, animalistic chaos
derives in all its gloriousness. And
just when you think it might be too
much bass, just when you might think
it may be a touch too much repetitive-
ness -- a sweet, easy melody drapes
over and brings you down to simulta-
neously match the visuals on the
screen behind Fresch -- lyrics to a
song you know, but you can’t remem-
ber why, deepening into a layer of
nothing you've ever seen or vibrated
to before.

This might seem extreme.
And | get that. But to be frank, that is
the only way to describe it. EDM is
extreme to many people, which is fair,
and this level of G-house is nothing
short of pretty hardcore -- | wasn’t
even sure if I'd like it. But here I am to
say, that WOW, did I love it, and would
go to another show by him, or anyone
else in the genre, again and again and
again. Word to the wise, ending on a
cliché, per use: broaden your horizons.
Just a smidge. Because you might just
really goddamn dig it.
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TATTOO

M) 1 RIVER ST. TROY, Y
<S5 518.326.3797

Hours
Thurs: 4pm til Midnight
Fri & Sat: 4pm-2am
Sunday: llam open

Kitchen Hours
Thurs-Sat: 4pm-9pm
Sun: llam-3pm

FOUND

BAR & KITCHEN

== 4/7: ERE. "SUBURBAN MAYHEM" RELEASE PARTY
o= teim  W/S/6 SEIZE ATLANTIS AND ALMA -8:30PM

4/9: CLOSED FOR PRIVATE EVENT
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ENTERTAINMENT

4/28: BRASS MACHINE -9:30

Nerd Beer and Dope Food,for Reals
518-694-0670 LOSTANDFOUNDALBANY.COM
942 Broadway Albany,NY 12207
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BUY SELL° TRADE

VINYL RECORDS

~. CDS TAPES+DVDS
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oY BuY 1 POP*METAL & MOREI

GET ONE 1/2 OFF LARGE COLLECTIONS BOUGHT
EQUAL OR VALUE HOUSE CALLS BY APPOINTMENT

OPEN L1AM-7PM MON-SAT NOON-8PM SUN
478 QUAIL ST ALBANY NY 818-482-7786

RECORD PRODUCTION
DISTRIBUTION & PROMOTION

LARRYQUINNMUSIC.COM

q ATTENTION SONGWRITERS!
J ARE YOU READY TO RECORD YOUR SONGS
AND RELEASE THEM TO RADIO STATIONS?
CONTACT THIRDSONRECORDS.COM

518-4U28-9629

U9 POINTUIEW DRIVE TROV, NV
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16 Beers and
Cider on Tap

41 112th Street, Troy
(518) 235- 4141

606 3RD AVENUE
WATERVLIET, NY
(518) 238-3687

Patrick's pub Gift certificates
make great gifts

WATERVLIET'S

ONLY

FRIESIH SR B!

OPEN Tuesday Night e

Takeout

Large Selection of

Tues -Wed: 3PM - loPM  Wing Night!
Thurs - Fri: 3PM - 11PM

Sat: 12PM - 11PM

Patio Open for Season!
Gift Certificates Available

| EAT IN/TAKE OUT

Kitchen open until 10:30pm
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sandwiches, soups, salads & more
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156 4th Street Troy NY
WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 12pm to 7pm
www.eatmallos.com

Creat Beer List and | |

FREE DELIVERY!
On Orders Over $10
33 Caroline Street 654 Rt. 9
Just off Broadway I’ Andreas North
SARATOGA SPRINGS GANSEVOORT
(518) 584-3632 (518) 584-3632
Sun-Thurs: 10am-12am Open Every Day
Fri-Sat: 10am-4am 1lam-9pm
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Slic -

Ita Large Delivery
ea

Lot
Catering Ma b]

Ordﬁell" Online: ™ E

www.Mealeo.com !
www.GrubHub.com *
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BE BOLD
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ET DI RTY | ‘@ e "Whiskey Pickle is a whisk(e)y

centric bar in Downtown Troy, NY.
Featuring local and international
spirits, creative and classic
cocktails, regional craft beer and
small bites. Come get a Pickle Club
or a round of pickleback shots!"

GHFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

TUESDAY-THURSDAY 5PM-12AM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5PM-1AM

SLIDIN' DIRTY | CLOSED ‘sumfram.uunmr

9 FIRST STREET TROY, NY  WWW SLIDINDIRT YLOM -

FACEBODK.COM/THATCHERGTPUB ’ [5 1 8] 268-81 04
FIND US ON FACEBOOK
2 POOL TABLES SOt @GOLDIE'S VINTAGE

& DARTS AVAILABLE & DOORDASH AVAILABLE
‘ & WED-SUN

1 i ’ i
HAPPY HOUR DAILY 3PM-8PM ! {‘ : Vg R y 10am-4pm

Vintage Furniture

HOURS L _, Pyrex
TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM-11PM i’ - I sy
FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 11AM-1AM -

KITCHEN OPEN . | 'I | \ I ] wepo Cleanouts
TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM-10PM &1 oy 5 w (FUIF R
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THURSDAY NIGHTS: KARAOKE WITH BENZIEE 8PM-11PM i a, "“ ' ‘_ N - 4 TELL ‘EM GOLDIE SENT YA!

OUTSIDE SEATING AVAILABLE Let’s go thl‘lftmg- Shop Goldie’s

8T ST. , NY 12
16 THATCHER ST. ALBANY, NY 12207 57 Remsen Street Cohoes, NY

Saturday, Jan 28th
The Tradition with Nick Stamas 6-9pm Remsen Street Flea Market
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Saliyah Itoka

BY LIAM SWEENY

ne of the best things about my
gig here is that, by default, |
have to expose myself to every

type of music. I have to challenge my-
self, because it’s easy to ask a rocker
what kinds of strings they use if you're
into electric guitars. But it's a chal-
lenge to run across a singer/ songwriter
that’s out of your depth.

Saliyah Itoka is a singer and a song-
writer and a model, and if you watch
her perform, you'll realize she does
have a plan to kill everyone in the
room.

I connect with Saliyah and we dis-
cuss our best cocktail mixes.

RRX: I'm listening to What You
Doing, the video on Youtube. | love
your style, it's great. A sense | get from
you by your lyrics is that you're a
strong, confident woman and you are
in absolute command of what’s around
you and what’s in your world. How
much of what we see of you as a per-
former and how much is actually you?

SI: What my audience sees from
me as a performer is actually all me.
I'm still learning to be comfortable as a
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Singer and model notes the
beauty of self-expression.

Saliyah Itoka. Photography by Zine Massey.

performer and that comes from the
type of shows | do. And it comes from
reading the room and being confident
that |1 can command the room. But ev-
erytime you see me hit the stage; I'm
aiming to be the best.

RRX: I'm learning about you from
listening to your videos. You're a sing-
er/songwriter, and I've heard plenty of
them, but I've not heard anyone bring-
ing what you're bringing. I fully admit
this is me; I'm a rock guy. So let me ask
simpler questions due to my own per-
sonal lack of depth. When and how did

you get started singing and writing
songs?

Sl: | started singing when | was 3
years old, and | started writing songs
at 11 years old. I've always loved to
write and I've always been fascinated
with how my favorite artists wrote
their songs. | used to open the cd and
read the paper insert and see how the
lyrics were formatted and | would
write them out myself. | studied artists
like Mariah Carey, Stevie Wonder, and
Sade in regards to their writing and
composition. As far as singers, |
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listened to a variety of artists growing
up but I've always gravitated towards
R&B and the artists that | idolized for
singing were Toni Braxton, Aaliyah,
Mariah Carey, Mary J. Blige, and
Tamia.

RRX: Some people have an aim, or
an inner vision with what they want to
create or produce and they’re never
there yet, stuck in a home studio with
every instrument on earth. Then there
are people who just pick and grin and
smile and will pick and grin forever.
Do you have a vision for what you write
now and what you want to write?

Sl: It depends on a few factors.
Sometimes, I'll get a random line or
melody that pops into my head and I'll
write it down quickly so I can build on
it later. Other times, it depends on the
track that I'm given or the vibe | get
from the track. And there are instanc-
es where the vision of what | want to
write about will just appear and | just
follow its course until its completion.

RRX: Music transcends our differ-
ences and puts our hearts in the hearts
of others, and that is an amazing prop-
erty. But music doesn't exist in a vacu-
um. None of our lived experiences are
the same. As a black woman in Ameri-
ca, you have to share your experience
to audiences that won't get it. How do
you try to reach them? Do you try?

SlI: I believe that being and staying
authentic to your true self is how you
reach greater audiences. And I also be-
lieve that being open to having those
conversations and asking the ques-
tions is how we reach understanding.
As a black woman in America, | want
to be able to express my experience in
the way that I have lived in and hope
for it to be a roadmap or even a glimpse
into understanding who | am as an art-
ist as well as a human being.

RRX: You were nominated for the
2022 Listen Up awards. As | write this,

winner. This is a fan awards thing; we
don't vote for anything. Do you have
something to say to the fans? Do you
want to nominate anybody?\

Sl: To my fans, | just want to say
thank you for all of the support. It's
heartwarming to be a consideration for
a nomination. | appreciate everyone
who has taken the time out to listen to
my music and have followed my jour-
ney and | can’t wait for you all to see
what | have in store. As far as me nom-
inating anybody, there are so many
people that | can see being nominated.
There are a lot of artists who are really
stepping out of their comfort zone and
really showing their talents from the
518.

RRX: You are also a model on top
of being a singer/songwriter. | love it
when people have some other cool
thing on top of being a musician. I fig-
ure you have more to pull from. We are
getting out of an age where modeling
was abusive on women in the sense of
body image. How do we reform the
modeling industry? Any ways that ar-
en't easily seen?

SI: 1 think we should understand
that everyone is beautiful in their own
way and that there is a market for ev-
eryone. I think that the flaws that each
of us have make us unique and that not
everyone is going to fit into the same
category. With that said, there is a
market out there for everyone and | be-
lieve that every single one should be
showcased. It doesn’t matter what size
or fit or shape you are, you are beauti-
fully made. | feel that the stigma that a
model should only look like this versus
a model that looks like that puts un-
needed pressure and unneeded expec-
tations on the mind. We are all beauti-
ful and we need to keep an open mind
in the discussions of what beauty is be-
cause the definition is different for
everyone.

THEATER

UPCOMING EVENTS

‘Live & Local:" Songwriters” Showcase - 04/06/23
ft Josh Morris, Reese Fulmer, Gabby Hammond & Ray Agnew

Harvest & Rust - 04/08/23
Tribute Band - A Neil Young Experience

Shu’s 30th Anniversary Party - 04/15/23
Ska /Rock / Funk / Jam Group

Third Thursday Jazz - 04/20/23
w/ Adam Siegel & Galen Pittman

Rochmon Record Club - 04/26/23
The Rolling Stones “Let It Bleed”

ER.LE. - 04/27/23
Indie-Rock Quartet

Comedy After Dark - 04/28/23

ft Acclaimed Comedian, Dave Hill

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT
PARKTHEATERGF.COM | 518-792-1150

: LOCAL

IPARK
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twice-nominate d » or yOU mi g ht b €a These programs are made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.
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CELTIC KIck OFF PARTY!

)/ 11- HAIR OF THE DOG
Cp Riston's ot Py B | §/04- THE ACCENTS

5/91- THE KYLE BOURGAULT Banp TEIAmTIER
L §/]- THE SQUIDS

O/14- YACHT MASTERS NY

6/71- THE TROY MUSIC REVUE

FEAT. THE FAMILY TREE AND SPECIAL GUESTS
RYAN'S WAKE | 403 RIVER ST. | CITY OF TROY, NEW YORK

§0's Rock

Rock N Roul

April 2023

Hair and Makeup Services!
Open and Booking Appointments
Safe & Sanitary Atmosphere

Gift Certificates

Available Booth Rentals
Available

Cume (See Olis /

(518) 383-3333

Crescent Commons
1471 Route 9, Clifcon Park, NY 12065

b
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Two Waterford Locations
35B Saratoga Ave 136 Third Street
Hours 6am - 5:30pm
We service children 6 weeks - 12 years

All health guidelines followed and enforced
for your child’'s safety.

(518) 326-4328 (518) 244-3815
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BY JOHNNY MYSTERY

s it the heat? Is something in the
I water? It should be no surprise that

some of our greatest rock artists
have come out of the lone star state.
Texas is also rich in Country and Blues.
In fact, Alan Lomax spent a good
amount of time, particularly in Dallas,
putting together the Great American
Blues Catalog. We all know Alan Freed
coined the term Rock N Roll in Cleve-
land, but that town has got nothing on
Texas.

Buddy Holly, strapped on his Stra-
tocaster in his hometown of Lubbock
back in the early 50’s and pretty much
set the template for the rock n roll band
as we know it. In his brief time on
Earth, Buddy along with his band The
Crickets recorded: “That’ll Be The Day,”
“Peggy Sue,” "Maybe Baby,” “Think It
Over,” “Rave On,” and dozens of other
tunes. They have inspired everybody
in the business, and you can still hear
their influence. Buddy is one of the
great “what ifs” of rock and roll and his
roots are firmly planted in Texas, along
with a lot more artists.

From El Paso came “The Bobby
Fuller Four” who formed in 1961 and
recorded their first single “Youre in
Love” in Bobby’s parents living room.
That’s home recording before they had
a name for it. Of course, they eventual-
ly set sail for L.A. and recorded a great
string of records, including: “I Fought
the Law”, “Let Her Dance”, Another
Sad And Lonely Night” and “Love’s
Made A Fool Of You” as well as many
others. Unfortunately, Bobby Fuller
met an early demise just like Buddy
Holly. On July 18, 1966, Bobby was
found dead in his car outside his home
under mysterious circumstances. It's
safe to say, I'll be going into more
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In the Heart of Texas

detail on this in a future article be-
cause his death has still not been ex-
plained to anyone’s satisfaction.

You want to trace the beginnings of
Psychedelic Rock? You can follow it
back to Austin. That’s where “The 13th
Floor Elevators” are from. If fact, they
named their first album “Psychedelic
Sounds.” They were the first, but defi-
nitely not the last band to refer to
themselves with “The Psych” word.
The song they are remembered for af-
ter all these years is “Youre Gonna
Miss Me.” Sung by one of the
greatest acid casualties of all time,
Roky Ericson. His soulful voice influ-
enced fellow Texan, Janis Joplin. Patti
Smith, who once claimed to put on
13th Floor records every night before
she went to bed was/is a big fan. You
know, there’s a lot of peyote out in the

desert and I'm pretty sure The 13th
Floor Elevators found it all!!!

Another artist who was influenced
by Roky was Billy Gibbons from Hous-
ton, who formed “The Moving Side-
walks” and recorded a fuzz heavy tune
called “The 99th Floor.” After doing
several opening shows with Jimi Hen-
drix, Jimi himself claimed that Billy
was one of his favorite players. That’s a
good endorsement for future reference
eh... Billy Gibbons continues to wow us
all in ZZ Top.

From Corpus Christi, Texas comes
Zackery Thacks who were an incredi-
ble tight outfit who paid a lot of atten-
tion to British Invasion with heavy in-
fluence from The Yardbirds. The clos-
est they ever came to a national hit was
their first single, "Bad Girl” which was
picked up by Mercury Records but
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failed to chart. They made a few more
45s before the draft broke them up.
Considered to this day, to be one of the
great lost bands of the 60's.

From San Antonio came “The Sir
Douglas Quintet” and they had a Tex
Mex Garage sound. They enjoyed a
couple of chart hits. “She’s About A
Mover” and “Mendiceno” both hit the
top 40. | would venture to say from
their sound they were a great party
band and probably played a few frat
houses in their day.

From Bridgeport, Texas comes “The
Green Fuz” and their one record. “The
Green Fuz” is one of the crudest sin-
gles ever made. | had the chance to
speak with their lead guitarist and
co-writer, Les Dale on several occa-
sions and the way he puts it “We didn’t
record it in a studio. We had a reel-to-
reel tape deck and did a session in a
closed diner one night. It was in the
middle of the winter and pretty cold.
The electronics were not working right.”
“Green Fuz” has been covered by the
likes of “The Cramps” and “The
Lemonheads.”

Also noteworthy are “The Gentle-
men” from Dallas who recorded “It's A
Cryin’ Shame” and “Kenny and The
Casuals”, also from Dallas and their re-
cord “Journey Into Tyme.” Both of
these records are considered to be
among the greatest rare garage tunes
of all time. In fact, there are so many
more cool records from Texas, | can't
rule out a part 2.

Stay tuned kids and go hit your lo-
cal record shop!
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Gregor Hotels of Lake George

T~

Book your summer get-a-away now.

The ofticial Lake George Hotels of RadioardioX and The Xperience
monthly. Mention us when you book your stay

Lake Haven Lodge & Suites l

Lake George Motel Montreal

An Adirondack Escape in the Heart of Lake George

Sundowner on Lake Jeorge
ﬁ YOUR ADIRONDACK ADVENTURE AWAITS

Live Life on the Lahe!

The Sundowner The Lake Haven Motel Montreal

420 Canada Street 442 Canada Street 3 Lake Avenue
518-668-5175 518-668-2260 518-668-5439

sundownermotel.com lakehavenmotel.com lakegeorgemotelmontreal.com

Amenities

& 3 PM. Check-In & BBQ Grills & Picnic Area

& 11 A.M. Check-Out & Covid Sanitized
& Swimming Pool & All Rooms Non-Smoking

& Outdoor Fireplace & Locally Owned & Operated
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Olivia Rodn

BY FRANCESCA MORINA

livia Rodrigo kick-started her
career on Disney Channel’s
Bizaardvark and then went

on to the Disney+ show, High School
Musical: The Musical: The Series,
where she first showed off her song-
writing skills with “All 1 Want”. The
song conveyed a teenage girl’'s strug-
gle between two guys and her obsta-
cles with dating. The song hit 119 on
the Billboard Global 200 in 2019 and
hit the top charts around the world. In
January 2021, Rodrigo released “Driv-
er’s License,” and then that same May,
released her first album Sour, which
made her the three-time Grammy
award winner she is today.

The album delivers ballads and
punk to show heartbreak and the
struggles of being a teenager. She
takes inspiration from pop heroes like
Taylor Swift and Hayley Williams
from Paramore to create an early-
2000s-like punk-rock tone.

Of course, we cannot forget the
song that went viral in the first place.
On January 7, 2021, Rodrigo released
her first single, “Driver’s License,” a
song about her remembering the good
times with her ex after, you guessed it,
getting her driver’s license. The song
immediately blew up and was on #1
on the Billboard charts for weeks
during the year topping “Blinding
Lights” by The Weeknd and many
more well known and beloved artists.
This power ballad is more piano driv-
en, heartbreaking to hear, Rodrigo al-
so delivers a bridge like no one has
heard before. The bridge layers her
voice to create a more distorted, ma-
jestic sound to explain her heartbreak
while referencing her driving like, “I
still see your face in the white cars.”

The internet dissected the song to see
if it was about her former co-star from
High School Musical: The Musical:
The Series, but neither stars con-
firmed or denied who the song, and
the album in general, was really about.

Heartbreak is the central idea of
Sour: explaining the struggles she
went through in her past relationship
or relationships through ballads and
strings. From “Traitor” to “Favorite
Crime” where Rodrigo explains the
toxicity of her past relationships
(“Well 1 hope 1 was your favorite
crime”), both songs start with a softer
tone, using more piano in “traitor”
and just a guitar in “Favorite Crime,
then going into powerful belts with
even some harmonies to emphasize
her dread. She even explains her jeal-
ousy of him being happy with another
girl in “Happier” where she says, “I
hope you're happy but don’'t be happi-
er.” She uses more piano in this one,
and her favorite, layered harmonies to
create this beautiful song.

All but one song was written with
her producer Dan Nigro. That one
song was “Enough for You,” that Ro-
drigo wrote on her own. With just her
and her guitar, she goes into the
lengths she went to please him and
how “All | ever wanted was to be
enough for you.” Although not the fan
favorite, it was still perfect to include
itin this album.

Olivia Rodrigo also alludes to her
heroes with this aloum. If you're a fan,
you have probably seen the many cov-
ers that she creates with Taylor Swift
songs and old photos of her with a
sign that says “#1 Taylor Swift Fan” on
her Instagram. She also shows her
love by using many inspirations from

lLence
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her songs including (“Deja Vu” which
was inspired by the bridge from “Cru-
el Summer” and even sampling Swift’s
song, “New Year’s Day” to write “1
step forward, 3 steps back.” She also
alludes to Hayley Williams, who was
most famous in the early-2000s, for
her pop-punk songs with her band,
Paramore. She took direct inspiration
from Paramore’s 2007 single “Misery
Business” to write “Good 4 U,” which
actually went through a legal battle
recently to give Williams a credit in
the song. All of these songs on Rodri-
go’s album are about the frustration of
heartbreak and the struggles in her
past relationship.

Though most of her songs are
about heartbreak, Rodrigo also sings
about the romanticizing of being
young and a teenager throughout the
album. With “Brutal,” she explains in
distorted sounds and low register, the
expectations of being a teenager and
guestioning when she was going to get

Page 45

Sour

her Hollywood, young life “Where’s
my fucking teenage dream?”. In “Jeal-
ousy, Jealousy,” she goes on to tell her
struggles with the internet and com-
paring herself to other girls (“Co-Com-
parison is Killing me slowly”). Using
more of the bass than any other song
in the album, this one is more of a jazz
tone than the others.

Her last song on the album is not
like the others. If it couldn’t get more
heartbreaking, “Hope Ur OK” gives
Rodrigo the chance to shout out old
friends who had a tough childhood
(“His parents cared more about the
Bible than being good to their own
child”). She delivers a comforting
song to not just them, but maybe oth-
ers too, listening while she shows per-
spective on her own life and how she
has grown and matured. As Olivia Ro-
drigo has shown, some good things
may come out of the craziness of life
itself.
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Mystic Bowie (Cntd.)

He gave me the phone number. Turns
out they were living in Fairfield, which
was literally 10 minutes from me.

RRX: That's funny.

MB: And they gave me the address,
and I'm like, you know, I'm only 10 min-
utes away in Westin. And they’re like, oh
my God! That’s really cool! Come on over.

When I walked into the house, it was
Chris Frantz and Tina Weymouth!

RRX: No kidding!

MB: Yes! It was the Tom Tom Club.

RRX: They didn’t like living in the
city either, apparently. Where are you
living now?

MB: I live both in CT and Jamaica.

RRX: So, it depends on where you're
working?

MB: Exactly! In Jamaica I founded
the Mystic Bowie Cultural Center not for
profit. I founded a summer camp, which

I fund every single year in the moun-
tains where my tribal kids attend camp
for free. They could never afford to go to
camp if they had to pay.

I also work with the school. I built a
library in my community, and no child is
allowed to pay for anything. 100% free.

As a tribal community there was a
generation gap where the elders were
carrying on the drum making, the
drumming and the dancing. But there
was a gap where they weren't teaching
the young people.

So I went back to Jamaica and start-
ed a culture based summer camp. I hired
the elders to teach at the summer camp.
Teach the kids how to make their own
drums. So, now, in the past 15 years, ev-
ery single child in that community is a
drummer and a dancer. 100%.

RRX: It sounds like you are a busy

guy!

MB: I am very busy. This morning I
have a bunch of photos from that same
school, Accompong Primary School. The
pictures were sent to me from the princi-
pal. Yesterday, they had the national
drum talent festival for the entire island
of Jamaica, and my students brought
home the gold medal!

But you know what’s even better?
This is the third year that we got the gold
medal. So they are making me proud.

RRX: That’s
Congratulations!

Looking forward to your April show
in Saratoga, what are we going to see at
UPH?

MB: Basically, if you like Reggae mu-
sic... which I'm sorry, something is
wrong with you if you don’t like Reggae.

RRX: So do you think people need to

amazing!

April 2023

find a way to get out of their heads or
need to relax a little bit? Because, per-
sonally, I love Reggae.

MB: Reggae music is supposed to
take you down from that speed that you
live in. That high horse you live on. Reg-
gae music is supposed to take you down.
Let you kick your shoes off and dance.
Enjoy the moment to the fullest. That's
what I do with my Reggae music. At the
same time, if you love Reggae music and
you love Talking Heads music, what’s a
better combination? If youre ready to
dance, have fun and let your hair down,
you don’t want to miss this show.

RRX: I couldn’t agree more! People
can visit the Universal Preservation Hall
website to purchase tickets for the show!
We can’t wait to welcome you to the Cap-
ital District.

Doors at 2pm
Music 2:30pm
0 Bucks
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FACEBOOK.COM/ALBANY.FUZEBOX
INSTAGRAM.COM/THEFUZEBOX
TWITTER.COM/FUZEBOXALBANY1

Church Of Lust AFTER 1 YEAR Do bbbl o ULERLINE |
1" ANNIVERSARY 1T TIME To PARTY | WHEN GOTH'S X/

HER

[SCOVER BROUN
PERFORMANCES Dﬁ S W, ¢

Demoes Y o Nl
Music & DANCE SR . 2
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4. Engelnactst Panis Wid 12 Central Ave. Albany, NY

04/01 Moody's April Fools Emo Night -8pm $10
04/06 OVERTIME x CRUCIFIX "Scars 'N' Stripes Tour w/s/g BoonDock Kingz -7pm
04/07 HEX Goth Industrial Night and C.O.L. Dark and Kinky Munch -8:30pm $10
04/08 Throwback Night to the 80s/90s! with DJ Queen Beatz -9pm $10
04/14 GoGo Gone Dark Burlesque -8pm $10
04/16 Xperience Fuzebox with Sonic Sacrifice, Zeffler and Southbound Renegade -2pm $10
C.O.L. EDU Consent and Negotiations Discussion Style Class -5:30pm $10
04/21 Resist The Club/Untz Goth Industrial Dance Night -9pm $10
04/22 OUTTA My Head LP Release Show with Breach The Asylum, Flat Wounds
and Hostile Engagement -6:30pm $15
04/23 Have Fun/Grandstand Jockeys/The Snorts/Shortwave Radioband -6:30pm $10
04/28 C.O.L. 1 Yr KINK-A-VERSARY Party/Burlesque/Drag/Dark Dance -9pm $10
04/29 Mars LIVE with Special Guest EGQ Pop/Goth/Metal -7:30pm $10
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