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RX: We met by accident at The
RRun Rabbit Run (Pink Floyd Trib-

ute) show at The Linda, which
was pretty impressive. | was outside pri-
or to meeting you and I met Summer,
who | found out later was with you.

BB: We're basically husband and
wife, we've been together 26 years.

RRX: Oh, no kidding. Well, she was
the coolest person | met there and then
when the show was over, | ran into her
again and you were there, and somehow
we got talking about stuff and I realized
that we should talk more.

BB: For sure.

RRX: Bozzy Boz, so that was the
name that you used when you were tag-
ging or was it called bombing back then?

BB: We were bombing.

RRX: Was the tagging terminology
more from the West Coast?

BB: No, it all started on the East
Coast really. Tagging in the 80’'s and the
70's. The 70's was all peace and every-
body was doing big illustrations. In the
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80's it changed up where my generation
basically came up and everybody was a
style fanatic for writing their name. We
were doing big pieces, window downs at
that time instead of the full cars, top to
bottoms. The era was very important as
far as that goes.

RRX: How did you get started with
graffiti art?

BB: My cousin used to go out with a
famous graffiti writer. I don't really want
to drop names but he’s a big guy and |
just loved the way that he expressed him-
self. |1 took to it. He knew a whole bunch
of other people. | was just a little kid in el-
ementary school writing on the walls.

(Both Laugh)

RRX: You've got to start somewhere.

BB: Yeah basically. | had no idea what
I was doing, but I tried. | had so many
different names that I was infatuated
with the Z’s. My cousin used to write Boz
and he gave me the name because | kept
changing my name like 30 times a year.

RRX: (Laughs) That's
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understandable.

BB: | started picking up on the draw-
ing and it stuck!

RRX: Yeah it did. | found a few of
your pieces online and man do | wish
that I could've done that. | was doing a
little spray-painting myself back in the
day. Which I told you that one crazy story
I have when | got busted by the cops and
they thought | had I gun, but all I had
were a couple of spray cans. But | never
really got good at it. | just kind of had fun
with, it but you mastered it!

BB: Well, I didn't master it but | have
expanded myself so much. I still doit. I'm
working on canvas and stuff like that
now, but all of my friends are still doing it
like it was the 80's still. They’re doing big,
big stuff, buildings, everything.

RRX: But nowadays opposed to back
then you'd probably get more paid jobs I'd
imagine. Where people are like we'd like
this on our building rather than having
to wear a ski-mask and hide. Or maybe
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I'm wrong?

BB: I still have that feeling like I did
back then when I pick up a spray can. |
still miss the old times. This permission
stuff is not for me.

RRX: (Laughs) It must've been an
adrenaline rush. Were you out there
painting trains and all of that?

BB: Oh yes. And it was an adrena-
line rush that you couldn't believe. |
used to sneak out my window at 11
o’clock at night. My mother would go in
the shower, and I'd climb out the win-
dow and down the fire escape. Shed be
asleep and I'd come back just before 5
o’clock in the morning, just in time to get
ready for school. It was fun!

RRX: Back then was the heyday
when everything was getting started. |
know graffiti played a big role in the
whole scene from break dancing, beat
boxing and early hip hop music. It all
came together.

BB: Correct. It's the elements.

RRX: | believe that’s what you dis-
cover in the Wild Style movie.

BB: Now to give you an idea. The
Wild Style movie is dedicated to my
mentor Tracy 168. That's why | didn't
want to name drop but he’s my mentor
and I'm actually going to hang out with
him tomorrow.

RRX: Hey, no kidding! Nice, that’s
dope.

BB: He put me onto it, and he was al-
ways against me doing it.

RRX: Oh, really?

BB: He played like the father figure
role. He always took kids under his wing
to show them art. It went a long way for
me because he was my outlet. Me being
at school and writing all over my books,
that didn’'t go well with Mom. | got my
butt kicked a lot!

RRX: (Laughs) Yeah, I'm sure.
What borough of NYC did you grow up
in?

BB: The Bronx, right where it all
started.

RRX: That is where it began for sure.

A’
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BB: With Tracy being in the next
building I used to cut school and sneak
out to the trains. My mother was always
up in the window, so | had to try to get
around her, that was fun. But | did it.
Just kept writing and drawing, he
showed me a lot and it stuck with me.

RRX: That's what's up. I'm totally
envious because | was very much into
street art, | just never really did any-
thing too dope. Although from that story
I mentioned | did get into trouble and
my Mom was very mad. She suggested
instead of spray painting on city proper-
ty, why don'’t you just spray paint your
room? So I did.

BB: Oh, you had a good Mom then.
My mother beat my butt every single
time | picked up a pen because | wrote
on everything, it didn't matter what it
was. | made my own inks out of carbon
paper and alcohol.

RRX: Oh wow. That was something
I never knew was possible. I always won-
dered about the trains because in NYC
in the 80s on the subway system, you
had the possibility of seeing your work
riding past you. But | was thinking
about with freight trains it's kind of like
one and done. Once you paint it, you're
not ever going to see it again.

BB: Right. That's the fun though be-
cause you never know. Back in the days
on the regular trains you would see a
name and think wow what does this guy
got? He’s got a nice style, let’s see if he
does any pieces. And then usually you'll
see a couple of pieces within a few
months and you see the style progress.
But the freight trains are cool if every-
body knows you in some sort of way
they’ll send a picture and post it. Back
then you couldn’t but now it’s easy, you
just reach out on the computer and it's
all good. It’s the whole thing of being all
over the place, like if you get a call from
Virginia; like wow somebody saw your
piece down there. Geez all the way down
there! It’s a fever once you pick up that
can and you get a phone call like that.
That'’s it, you're planning the next move!

-~ REUNION SHOW 3}
v Lodt Radio Rounders |3

FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2023 ¢

Lecatel 1 e menory f L Brhmer
The Reverend o RII

Doors 7| Show 8

Page 5

ol fol




Page 6 O Joerlience May 2023
, e Mbsits At Culiy REVOITTONY

!
FREE DELIVERY! Sound
House

33 Caroline Street 654 Rt. 9

Just off Broadway D’Andreas North R
SARATOGA SPRINGS GANSEVOORT P
(5618) 584-3632 (518) 584-3632 eco ds
Sun-Thurs: 10am-12am Open Every Day New & Used Vingl, CDS, Cassebbes

Fri-Sat: 10am-4am 1lam-9pm

- Buy - Sell - Trade
{a.uhrm ’3 52 King St. Troy, NY 518.621.3496

@® O ©® www.biggerprints.com

{ Slice ] ™
8 Blgager
| Caﬂmg’{a s

& - PRINTS
Ol‘d‘er Online: % g % -39 - Ny o We're a Creative Studio, Vinyl & Print Shop . s

wwW.Me,aleo.com L - . 7 3 Specializing in Large Format Prints.
www.GrubHub.com * . : - - 518.328.4810 A | %

DandreasPizza.com hello@biggerprints.com

Tﬁ-’lﬂg% (518) 283-3539

e
LO0DDBYE

*) <

428 N Greenbush Rd. Rensselaer, NY

—
-
90 Congress Street, Troy, NY

BREWING COMPANY www.rareformbrewing.com

A brewery devoted to the art of uniquely
crafted beers. We are always proud to
offer a wide-ranging beer menu.

NIGHTLY CONCERTS | IN-PERSON & ONLINE

47 Phila St. Saratoga Springs | Www.caffelena.org | 518-583-0022,




o~ "
May 2023 O :jpe rience Page 7

at The Storefront @ 34 2nd Street Troy, NY

SUNDAY.
oPM 6pm

R VusiciansYRoetstandlRerforminglAtistsIALCIWEICOME
For more info: FB: 344 2nd Street IG: 344secondstreettroy

e e —— e ——

4ajua oym ak e 1a6uny uopu qv

AT BLEHN & PRBSPER

Meet the gnmﬂa of good

burritosquared.com

& woosabingprezim

' ".‘ .."’_“.‘y-a, :

WED-SUN

%f/ 10am-4pm

GO THRIFTI NG . Vintage Furniture
\ Pyrex

/ Collectables
Tuesday-Friday 10am-6pm %?.ﬂ%“n’ﬁ'ﬂfé&“ﬁ.‘?m“a’{':'?%uum (518) 953-0107 y \ 7. Glassware & MORE!

saturday sam-6om . 199 River Street Troy, NY 12180

"Get Clean While Going Green!" (518) 268-8104
puce waste et store_ FIND US ON FACEBOOK
care and household producis el T L

We Do Cleanouts
and Estate Sales!

KEVIN BRENZ
AUTOBODY

TELL ‘EM GOLDIE SENT YA!
Let’s go thrll-'tlng, Shop Goldie’s

727RIVERSTREET | |
TROY, NEW YORK 12180
TEL: 518-270-8235 :

57 Remsen Street Cohoes, NY
FAX: 518-270-8251
COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR - FRAME STRAIGHTENING Remsen Street Flea Ma rket

FREE INSURANCE ESTIMATES




A i s
Page 8 ) :thL lLence May 2023

ohcornarepas.com authenﬂc VQnequ[an TFOOC[

h c ! Open: Tue-Sun
Closed: Monday,
W Call or check online

for updated hours

(518) 326-0199 ORDER ONLINE

429 River Street Troy, NY DINE IN - TAKE OUT - DELIVERY

Order Catering for large groups and business meetings at
www.ohcornarepas.com

all good things

L SCHOOL W A Scratch Baking Co.

Learn to maintain and repair guitars from an expert!
Cakes - Catering - Custom Orders

DJ Parsons - Master Luthier 290 Lark St. Albany, NY 12210 nyxbaking.com

One on One Instruction @ @ @nyxbaking B nyxbaking@gmail.com
Flexible Schedule
Certificate of Completion

N DI £
W
af”’”?,__n
_—
B

Frog Island Schoolhouse
66 East St. Suite D
Mechanicville, NY 12118

HAN D(PAFTED SOAP _
WWW.TANDJSOAP.COM
etsy.com/shop/Tandlsoaps
(518) 272-2660
2n Hwer Sl Irnu HY 12180

—caw

(518) 704-5208
pgrschool41@gmail.com

parsonsguitarrepairschool.com

Your lmmrlla Snﬂnu mm ll‘l Im:ld
' We have Lilac, Peony, Baby's Breath, Sweet Honeysuckle

: alll morel

e AR, W 4., b v &RV N




’Iﬁv-ll -
May 2023 (\ :i}_Q sl I1LehnC Page 9
I’ \) & Aol REVOIATIONY

é{é @ @fm --Em

M- 504 0500 - 003
B AR ST - 2

1214 TH[STITROYINY]12180

KITCHENOPENLATE
mﬂg
WO MEE L pmeemtts 7
ST

HAPPYHOUR/SPECIALS!4I7PM

 f JRELODRADUERR FIND,USON
(SRELOCRADCEBARNTROY GRUBHUB

*» DOORDASH




Page 10

GLENS FALLS - If you've ever heard

someone declare punk rock dead, |

can guarantee you that they’ve never
crossed paths with Bryan Cirillo. One of
the hardest working people in Glens
Falls music, he performs both solo and
with rising punk rock outfit Death Cult
Pharmaceutical (DCP) which includes
Brian Britton on guitar and Flora Star-
gazer on bass as well. He’s also been
booking his own shows at Scally’s Road-
side Bar & Grill in Hudson Falls, at-
tracting lineups featuring some true
heavy hitters of 518 music such as We're
History, Under the Den, Seize Atlantis,
and ShortWaveRadioBand just to name
a few; on May 19th, they’re at it again

éutic;al ahd solo

o

with a bill that includes Blase Debris,
Ike's Wasted World, Gozer, and Ice
Queen. | caught up with Bryan at Rock
Hill Bakehouse Cafe in Glens Falls to
talk about his journey in music and the
concert series at Scally’s.

RRX: Tell us a little bit about your
musical journey like how did you get in-
to music, where did you start, how have
you grown, and what are some of your
big influences?

BC: Well, I'm 32 years old which
sounds weird to say, because it feels like
yesterday that I found out about punk
rock. Sum 41 and Blink-182 were a ma-
jor influence on me of course, but then I
had an older cousin who’s like 7 years

older than me who was like “You think
that stuff is punk rock?” and I was like
“well, YEAH! Of course it is!” and then
he showed me Sex Pistols and Bad
Brains and it kept going further back in
time. For me 1977/1978 sounded like a
hundred years ago and | couldn't be-
lieve punk existed back then. Now 70s
and 80s punk feels like it may as well
have come out yesterday for me.

| started playing drums in a band
called Irate Government when | was in
6th or 7th grade; | was in the Long Is-
land punk scene as | got older which
kind of bleeds into the New York hard-
core scene, so that’s where I first got to
see what putting on DIY shows was all

May 2023
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Bryan Cirillo. Photo proyided.

about. I moved up here in 2011, didn’'t
think I'd ever be in a band again but
then Arch Fiends happened which was
a band I was in with Dan Wade and
Matt Bastard who are now in The
Hauntings, so they've been a huge part
of the journey as well. Then | moved on
from that project and into DCP and my
own solo material as well, but DCP has
really been going strong the last 2 years
or so.

RRX: You mentioned your solo
stuff, you do a one-man punk band as
Lex Naturalis; how'd you start doing
that?

BC: That’s just a backlog of every-
thing that I've written since | left my
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band No Vice on Long Island. | wasn't
sure what | was going to do musically,
or who | was gonna meet and what was
gonna happen. | just had these songs,
not all of them have lyrics but a lot of
them have structure and are pretty
much there. Emancipation, the title
track of my EP from 2021, | remember |
wrote that riff probably 10 years ago,
but you stay with it and write lyrics to it.
So that project is really just a back cata-
log, that’s kind of my own baby I guess.

RRX: Yeah, and that’s all brought
you to Death Cult Pharmaceutical. You
guys have some pretty awesome gigs
lined up, including GEM Fest on July
22nd at The Shirt Factory in Glens Falls.
How much have you evolved since you
first came onto the scene? I know you
added a new bass player recently and
solidified a new line up, how has that
journey been?

BC: That’s been an interesting jour-
ney, I don't want to say too much. I
mean, all the best to our former

—

(Jpex
members! We've had a few lineup
changes here and there; Brian and I, the
other Brian, Brian Britton, he’s been the
main squeeze. The two of us are the
original members, most of the songs
are songs we had written when we start-
ed jamming. For Screaming in the Rain,
he had the guitar part written and we
didn’t really have a drum set. He had a
studio, so we were messing around on
the studio drum pad and | thought
“This is cool”. We had just met, we were
working at the same retail outlet loca-
tion and he remembered me from Gug’s.
Everyone remembers Gug’s in Glens
Falls.

Brian and all his friends who are
now my friends remembered me from
Gug’s, and we're like one big happy fam-
ily. A lot of us work together and hang
out together. This is a band that has a
lot of support around it already from
our group of friends and we really ap-
preciate that.

RRX: You guys have been putting

We support our local community & thank our community for their support!
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NIGHTHAWKS

(N | Shnces

Nisls Ani Culivis Ravaluile

on some great shows at Scally’s Road-
side Bar & Grill in Hudson Falls, you're
coming up on your third one on May
19th and every line up is more loaded
than the last; how did that relationship
start, and how does it feel to be able to
bring shows like that to this part of the
518?

BC: It feels awesome because |
hadn’t really thought about running my
own shows for a long time; | had done it
a couple of times growing up on Long
Island. Then 1 just thought, | could still
do it the same way that | did it, I'd just
have to find the right venue that would
appreciate that and just let us do it DIY
and not ask us for the world. Scally’s
has been great like that.

A friend of mine was friends with
Amanda (Scally), and she had wanted to
have a birthday party there and invite
some of her favorite bands to play, so
she had basically booked a show for her
birthday, so here | am a couple of years
later thinking I could do the same thing.

Page 1

So | went to them, | worked with Matt
Ames on it who | had been discussing
other venues where he would run sound
and | would get bands, he had said he
was still DJ-ing at Scally’s and IRod al-
so DJs there, so they sort of knew them
better than I did and they vouched for
me that first time. Now we’ve built a lot
of mutual trust with the venue, and at
the last show they really expressed how
excited and satisfied they were with the
new crowd of people coming in.

I hand pick the bands on each show,
and | have a roster of bands I'd love to
include. 1 look at SuperDark and Dan
Asylum down in Albany, these people
are doing a great job getting an eclectic
variety of bands from all over to show
up in the 518, but they’re doing it in the
southern part; I think it's time for Lake
George and the northern part of the 518
to start getting on that train.

FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED & INSURED
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ello and welcome to Capital

BY OP CALLAGHAN

H monthly offering that focuses

on our local percussion community. I
have truly enjoyed doing this for the
last year, and have loved interviewing
every one of you Time Keepers. Last
month while interviewing Brian
Melick, it occurred to me that prior to
talking with Brian, my focus had been
on rock and jazz. Interviewing Brian
not only aroused my curiosity for some
of the genres that he plays but inspired
me to look around at some other styles
that I hadn’t yet featured. I'm embar-
rassed to admit that I had somehow
overlooked the Blues. So to make up
for my oversight, I bring you (nice tight
drum roll please); Rocky Petrocelli!
For those of you who don’t know

Rocky, he was the drummer for the leg-
endary Ernie Williams and The Wild
Cats. Ernie is one of the finest blues
artists to come out of the Capital Dis-
trict, and Rocky Petrocelli was the
heartbeat of the band. I have seen
Rocky play a bunch of times, and he is
as steady as they come. His tasteful
fills, unwavering time, and articulate
dynamics can be seen in a number of
Youtube videos of Ernie Williams
(check out Melodies of Christmas from
2008), or with his current band, Dealt
the Blues. So, please welcome Rocky
Petrocelli!

RRX: Where did you grow up, and
how did you get into drumming?

RP: I grew up in Castleton, NY. I
started drums in the school band (4th
grade) but quit soon after. But my

Rocky Petrocelli. Photo provided.

father noticed that I was tapping on ev-
erything, so he bought me a pad and
sticks and took me to Kimball Music
on Central Ave for lessons and I've
been playing ever since!

RRX: Who were your earliest
influences?

RP: RINGO!! Also, Charlie Watts,
Levon Helm, Doug Clifford of CCR,
Floyd Sneed of Three Dog Night...Bon-
ham, Baker, Jim Gordon and many
more through the years...and Krupa!
And, my mother always had AM radio
on and I loved and played to every-
thing that came out of the speaker...so
I guess Hal Blaine was also an early
influence.

RRX: Did you have formal lessons?

RP: Oh yeah, my first formal teach-
er was at Kimball’s. I think his name

May 2023

was Jerry Bond? He had me get the
Gene Krupa method which was my in-
tro to Krupa! From there I studied
with local teachers/players, Mark Ga-
leo and my mentor, Ralph Garafalo. I
went to Berklee and got to study with
the great Alan Dawson for a couple of
years. I also studied a bit with Roberto
Petaccia (Maynard Fergueson) and
Cheech Iero (Record Plant and vice ed-
itor of Modern Drummer). I learned a
lot from all of them and use a lot of
their techniques in my teaching to this
day!

RRX: Talk about your first drum
kit.

RP: Besides the Ward’s drum set I
got one Christmas with cardboard
heads and the colorful Hawaiian scene
on the front bass drum head that I



May 2023 Page 17

destroyed in about an hour?! My first
kit was a Ludwig white marine pearl
set that my parents got for me.

RRX: Talk about your current
set-up.

RP: Mapex Armory Kkit. Basic 4
piece set with a Black Panther 5.5” X
14” snare drum...hats, ride and one or
two crash cymbals (all Zildjian.) I also
use a ‘67 Ludwig blue oyster pearl kit
for certain gigs.

RRX: Who do you play with now?
In the past?

RP: The gig that gave me a career
was playing drums with regional blues
great Ernie Williams from 1992 until
his passing in 2012.

The current band I'm in is Dealt the
Blues which was formed in 2017ish. |
also have a side project: Rocky and the
Mooseknuckles which plays a couple
times a year.

I fill in occasionally with Soul Sky,
Nite Train, Donna Tritico Band and
Whitewater among others.

Before the “blues bug” bit me, | was
in various rock and party/ wedding
bands. My very first “pro” band was
with the Country Travelers playing
square dances and country bars etc. |
was 14 and they were up in their 30's.

RRX: You also run a music school,
right? Tell me more about that.

RP: | started teaching private les-
sons in the early 80s at Hilton’s. | had
quite a bit of formal training which
helped me form my teaching method. |
always wanted to start my own place
and when gigs were drying up in the
early 2000's, | decided it was time to
go for it. In 2005 | found a small space
in East Greenbush with two rooms and
it grew from there. | moved to my cur-
rent location in North Greenbush in
2010. My main goal was to put together
a teaching staff of all instruments with
teachers who are really into education
and teach reading, proper technique,
etc. and who are positive influences. I
also wanted to bring in master classes
and workshops with local musicians

and national artists which you really
don’'t get much of around here. We also
hold concerts with the kids a couple
times a year where we organize them
into groups and have them perform on
a real stage in a real venue with sound
and lights and give them a real feel for
performing. This year will be the first
one we've done since the pandemic,
and we plan on holding it at Nanola in
June!

RRX: That's fantastic! Do you play
any other instruments? What do you
do for fun?

RP: No other instruments

I love Baseball, coffee with friends,
listening to music, day trips, art muse-
ums, stuff like that.

RRX: If you weren't a drummer,
what would you be doing?

RP: Some kind of driving job or
something to do with numbers like
accounting...

RRX: Put together your Dream
Band, with you on drums.

RP: Travelling Wilburys would be
fun!

But, if it’s ala Ringo’s All-Starr
Band | would have Levon Helm on one
side of me and Ringo on the other,
Klaus Voormann (or Duck Dunn) on
bass, George Harrison, Leon Russell
on piano, Gregg Allman on organ, King
Curtis on Sax and led by Elmore
James?!

RRX: That would be some band!
Anything else that you'd like to add?

RP: I've been blessed to make a ca-
reer in music and teaching music. |
was lucky enough to have a dream gig
and through that I've met and became
friends with a lot of local greats and
world class musicians, and also got to
play some amazing places.

RRX: Well, there you have it!
Rocky is not only an accomplished, de-
voted player, but is also helping set the
stage for future musicians. I call that a
win for all of us.

Ny caprtal AistrICt
NAISSANCE

11AM-6 PM JUNE 10&11
INDIAN LADDER FARMS ALTAMONT, NY

ADULTS: $18 CHILDREN: $5
CHILDREN 2 AND UNDER ARE FREE

PLAN YOUR VISIT:

ADD A PUB CRAWL: $40

INGLUDES ENTERTAINMENT
HAND-MADE TASTING CUP
FOUR STOPS WITH POURS

PRINCESS TEA PARTY $8
HAVE TEA WITH THE CHARMINGS - A MUSICAL TRIO

TROLL MUSEUM $5

JOUSTS TWICE DAILY

SWORD FIGHTING

MUSICAL ACTS

60+ ARTISAN VENDORS

WIDE VARIETY OF FOOD OPTIONS
ON-SITE BREWERY !
AND RESTAURANT

TICKETS AT
WWW.NYGAPITALDISTRICTRENFEST.COM

OUR PARTNERS

(@[ FARMS

ALTAMONT.NY
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TAPROOM & KITCHEN

452 Broadway 8 Delaware Ave 12 1/2 Delaware Ave
Troy, NY Albany, NY Albany, NY

(518) 326-0588 (518) 449-2988 (518) 462-0050
mcaddyspub.com susiespub.com thelocal217.com

Indoor & Outdoor Seating Available At All Locations
Full Menus Gift Certificates Available
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L OU(/NED CARS & TRUCKS : .. it

. We have a wide selection of pre- owned
2 cars, trucks, SUVs and mlmvans

(518) 238-0263 343 2nd Ave Troy, NY 12182

Welkiavellnventopyim

ALLIN1
EALTY

SERVICES, LLC

www.Allin1Realty.com
918- 608 5262

RIVER S’REERT SHESH

Call Jim or Liam
at The River Street Beat Shop

(518) 272-0433
i s RIS AR N NS 7y VRS s e
$ TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR YOUR

COLLECTION

ALL THE HIGH-END PRODUCTS OF A
Donna Ftzgerad Demarse Nicholas J. Brendese HEAD SHOP. WITH THE PRICES TO v
Manager & Director ,tzgera]d S I | REFLECT THE ONLINE MARKETPLACE.

g *INCLUSIVE OF ARTIST AND NATIONAL
Funeral & Cremation Services BRAND PRODUCTS

W*émgmmm%m SARATOGAHOOKAHBAR. ch
: 42 CAROLINE ST SARATOGA SPRINGS NY

Fitzgeralcanerthomeltd com
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) E WWW.PGWGALLERY.COM
>~ Capital districts prewier glass gallery
s and studio!

s Bongs, Hand Pipes, Goblets,

42, Sculptural art, Ornaments,
2 Custowm orders, Bong Repair,

Glassblowing Lessons...

7 Want to try your hand at glasshlowing?777

Sign up here: Ei:il-.:El

Prism Glassworks ﬁ’%
[=],

225 4th st. Troy N.Y.
www.pgwgallery.com

The nourishing power of coffee & community.
Coftee Pi_es
Tea Cakes
Pastries

g COLLIR CITY

TATTOO

631 RIVER ST. TROY, HY
318.326.3797

Plaza 8
Clifton Park. NY

518-373-49047
1536 Crescent Road Ste. 8

Funeral Homes, Inc.
Paul L. Marra

(518) 237-0206
MarraFH@nycap.rr.com

246 Remsen Street
Cohoes, NY 12047

'BAR & LOUNGE

COHOES,NY

*FULL BAR

*COCKTAILS

*FOREIGN & DOMESTIC BEER
*FRIENDLY STAFF
*RELAXING ATMOSPHERE

[518) 326-2062
169 REMSEN ST. COHOES, NY

mg-;;
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Concert Promoting

PR=s=NTs | Www.elpresents.com

UPCOMING EVENTS :

___|I I|
6/9/23: TRIXTER mmgﬂ/a}
_ STATIONERY FACTORY, DALTON MA &% %
RAISE
6/16/23 : RAISE YOUR HANDS YOOUR

| _STRAND THEATRE, HUDSON FALLS NY 1 ANDS

10/13/23 : QUIET RiOT
| COHOES MuSIC HALL, COHDES NY

|celebrating
40 years
of metal
heaalth

: ww‘lf.ﬁl.presents.cgm

|
| |
August 1ith & 12th

1»“0 Nu'qf Charles R Wood Park. Lake George NY

£ d h E Friday Line Up SaturdaylLine Up
Broken Clover The Shynyrd Experience
CUBLAJR Srokenslover

. LED Sabhath
Monsters Of Rock-"% " RunRabhit Run
Tommy-V-Live imate Journey Exp
2023 Kisstory
Back in Black
R

S/ MIUSIC - FOOD -H:IIIN KS- GOOD TIMES

Come check out Brian Johnson AC /'DCs)
Auvtographed Harley Davidson onsite
for YOU to get Yyour picture taken with!

FEATURED SPONSORS - ROCK THE LAKE 2023

WANT TO BE A SPONSOR? WWW.EIPRESENTS.COM
- < ——— br:

I qui:u e ‘ ntertainment One
RIVERFRONT CAMPGROUND

L =—TEMT B EVENT RENTALS =, T

A——
(\ ;iQ\_._’_k,-'.Cx_,

Whsite Aut Cullisis ellviiteny
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BARRETT

BLACKTOP & PAVING

CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
(518)235-0032

-Free Estimates -Fully Insured
-All Work Guaranteed
-All Materials State Approved

Paving & Stone
Delivery
Seal Coating

A family tradition since 1951
www.barrettblacktop.com

‘ ONE OF THE AREA'S BEST OPEN MICs

EVERY THURSDAY -6pm
Calendar

5/4/23- Open Mic 5:30pm

5/5/23- Hammerhead Horns “Cinco de Mayo Party” 8pm
5/6/23- Dead Man’s Waltz 8pm

5/11/23- Open Mic 6pm

5/12/23- Brian Kane & The Beginning 8pm

5/13/23- Harmonic Duo 7pm

5/14/23- Bl uegrass Jam 5:30[)[11 Mother's Day Jam Bring your Mom!
5/18/23- Open Mic 6pm

5/19/23- The Hawthorne's 8pm

5/20/23- Rev Tor & The Deal (Tor's Birthday Bash!) 8pm
5/25/23- Open Mic 6pm

OPEN FOR DINE-IN, TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY

rusticharnpub.com

150 SPEIGLETOWN RD TROY, NY 12182 (518) 235-5858
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Capital Region favorite
captivates listeners witls
emotive alt-rock energy

BY NIKI KAOS

RX: Jennifer Tefft’s heartfelt
Rand dynamic alt-rock voice has

been a favorite of mine since we
met in Troy. Watching her career grow
has been an inspiration to me. Time to
find out what’s been going on lately.

You have this down to Earth vibe,
but youre also professional and cre-
atively focused. A balance you pull off
well. You've made a career from your
music. Something I honestly didn’t have
the guts to do.

I love the fact that you believed in
yourself enough to go for it. I know there
must be a lot of headaches behind the
scenes that your fans don’t experience
along with you.

JT: It’s a day-to-day battle. One day
it’s “Awesome!” “I achieved something!”
“That’s going to turn out good.” And the
next day it’s like, “I suck.” (laughs)

RRX: How do you balance the busi-
ness parts with the highs of something
like being awarded New England Music
Performer of the Year?

JT: There’s a constant reassessment.
Am I doing this the right way? Do I want
to drop all these cover tune gigs so that I
can really focus on the originals thing
and be considered a serious original

Jennifer Tefft. Photo provided.

artist, which was my goal all along? But
then I look at my bank account, and I'm
like, nope. Can't do that.

It’s a definite balance to make sure
that I leave time to write and to do the
original stuff. I just get so drawn into
the business side. Booking gigs. Pro-
moting gigs. Then I havent made any
music in three days, and that’s
ridiculous.

I've gotten much better about block-
ing out my time. And when I do that, I
lose myself for a few hours. Whether it’s
learning a new cover song, or working
on a new tune, or trying to polish some-
thing I've already written.

RRX: What is it like for you working
in the in the world of sync licensing?

JR: When I first started doing that, I
got lucky. Early 2000s, when it wasn’t as
open a market as now. You had to have
an agent that could get you those place-
ments. It was awesome! I had already
written the songs, and they were just
picking them off the albums. I did pretty
well for several years.

As album sales income dried up for a
lot of people, sync became a much more
popular target for artists. Now everyone
and their brother has a sync service,

right? The market is just flooded.

I took a course a few years ago on
how to pitch directly to music supervi-
sors. I got a couple of one-on-one sit
downs over Zoom. The amount of mate-
rial they get daily is mind boggling. They
get so much stuff, you still really need
someone there to push your stuff who
has a personal relationship.

It’s like any other aspect of the music
business, it comes down to personal
connections. I go through phases, where
I'll work hard on that, and have some
success. I have two different people I'm
signed with now. I got a placement last
summer on a song that was 20 years old.
A really cool Hulu series. The money
was a good up front sync fee, but by the
time everybody got their piece, it was
like $900 for me.

RRX: And a LOT of work, right? A
lot of investment into that relationship
building.

JT: Yeah! It’s totally about that. And
that’s something that I've been bad at
over my career. Most people would meet
me and say I'm a big extrovert, but 'm
really not. It’s very hard for me to net-
work, especially to sell my own stuff. If
you're representing someone else, that’s
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a different thing.

But just recently, in the past few
years, I've said, you have to put your big
girl pants on. Call these people. Talk to
these people. Go meet these people.
(laughs) I hate that part of it. Because I
also don’t like talking to people who
think that the only reason I'm talking to
them is because I want something.
Sometimes you just want to have a con-
versation with someone and have them
think it’s a genuine conversation.

RRX: It’s tricky. Part of what I ad-
mire about your tenacity through such a
challenging business.

Your new band line-up looks excit-
ing! Some new players on the roster?

JT: My guitar player has been with
me since 1994. We've been together for-
ever. And I think if he left... I don’t know
what I'd do. The new guys, I'm really ex-
cited about. And were having so much
freakin’ fun!

It hasn’t been fun for me for a while. I
needed to make a change a long time ago,
and it was just so hard for me to do it, but
it was just time. It needed new energy.
We're still really good friends. My former
rhythm section, they’re like brothers to
me and I still talk to them all the time.
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Drummer Christopher Georgenes
and | had been connecting over Face-
book for years, and he just genuinely
liked my music. | got to know him as a
drummer, and he’s amazing. He’s one of
these people who must sleep an hour a
night because he’s got so much going on.
He’s always learning.

My bass player, Stephen “Sharky”
Beccia, is a friend of another bass player
who was sitting in with us. He sent me
to Stephen. The first day, I was like,

“That's the guy”. We all have a great
chemistry between us personally and
musically. The vibe is magic.

RRX: It sounds like the boost you
needed to get excited about music again.

JT: It was. And I'm grateful for my
previous rhythm section and all the mu-
sic we made together. It was just time to
mix things up and come from a different
angle.

RRX: You have a lot of fans here in
the 518. What's your connection to the
Capital District?

JT: Backin the late 90’s we did a tour,
and it was the first time we played in
Troy, at Positively 4th St. | was like, this
is gonna suck. Sunday night. We pulled
into town. Tumbleweeds blowing down
the street.

We got in and set up, and the place
just filled up immediately. With all these
people who were there to listen to new
music. They just embraced us, like we
were friends. It became more than just a
regular gig. It became family. The same
people would be there, they would bring
friends, and it would be packed every
time.

Art, and all you guys have always
been so supportive. And www.radiora-
diox.com plays my music when | submit
it for airplay. I'm going into friendly ter-
ritory. When 1 go to the 518, | feel like |
am heading home.

RRX: That's great to hear. I'm so
proud of our music scene.

JT: It's really special.

RRX: Here’s something I've been
dying to ask you for a while. What was it

—
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like singing the National Anthem at a
Red Sox game?

JT: Well, the Red Sox game was fun.
That came after the very first time I ever
sang the National Anthem in public, for
a Patriots game at Gillette Stadium,
which is 60,000 people.

I've always been a Patriots fan, and
it's been on my bucket list. When 1 got
that call, | said sure, | can do that. Lead-
ing up to it, I've never been so terrified
in my whole life. I'd wake up in the mid-
dle of the night in a cold sweat.

But there was a switch that flipped
the day before. Somehow, | managed to
find my peace and calm. And my kids
were on the field with me, cheering me
on. It literally was like being a rock star
for 90 seconds because everyone just
loses their mind over it.

RRX: What's coming up for Jenni-
fer Tefft Music?

JT: Ifigured we need a new name for
the band because it's new people. It's
Jennifer Tefft and The Strange. They
picked that. And they ARE all strange.
So, itworks. (laughs)

We're doing one song with my friend
Monk Dwayne, who is one of the most
talented people I've ever met. He's a
great writer, producer, and performer.
And I'm planning to do an EP by the end
of the year. If all goes well, we'll head
down that path.

I'm in talks to sign with a new man-
ager soon. I've been doing this forever,
and it’s time to get someone to help me,
because | can't do this alone all the time.
I'm hoping to get out there, do some re-
gional touring and make some really
good music.

RRX: I love that!

I'm looking forward to your solo
show coming up Friday, May 12th 7pm
at The Storefront @344 2nd Street, Troy,
NY. Readers can visit http://www.jenni-
fertefft.com to buy tickets, hear your
music, and keep up with your latest
events!

Snce
Culivis Rayelvitan
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OMING EVENTS

Jeremy Garrett ft. ShadowGrass (05/11/23)

Innovative Fiddler, Expressive Singer & Soul-Searching Songwriter | Bluegrass Band

Corner House (05/19/23)
Old-Time, Scottish, Progressive Bluegrass & Folk Band

The Spirit of Johnny Cash - 05/06/23
Tribute to the Man in Black

Third Thursday Jazz - 05/18/23
w/ The Matt Niedbalski Trio ft. lan MacDonald (piano)

Comedy After Dark - 05/26/23

ft. Acclaimed Comedian, Jim Tews

Rochmon Record Club - 05/31/23
The Jimi Hendrix Experience- Greatest Hits Collection “Smash Hits”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT
PARKTHEATERGF.COM | 518-792-1150

IPARK
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These programs are made possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.
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SATURDAY, MAY 13

BESTFITNESS & PARKALBANY'S MAIN STAGE

Guster
Karina Rykman

Precious Metals

T-MOBILE'S 518 STAGE
Space Trash -+« Frank Palangi
Ohzhe « TV Doctors

SATURDAY, MAY 13

PRICE CHOPPER'S KID ZONE STAGE
Andy “Music Man” Morse
Park Playhouse
Melvin the Magnificent

Ruth Pelham
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SUNDAY, MAY 14
BESTFITNESS E PARKALBANY'™S MAIN STAGE
American Authors

Eastbound Jesus
The Age

T-MOBRBILE’S 518 STAGE
Caity and the Gallaghers
Glass Pony -« Nickopotamus
DJ Hollyw8d

S SUNDAY, MAY 14

WELLNESS STAGE

Cha Cha & Bachata Dance Classes
(and Social Dance Party) by Simply Ballroom
Celebrating 50 years of Hip-Hop: A State of Mind &
Body by ArtPartner

Salsa & Rumba Dance Classes by Fred Astaire Dance Studios

s / Tsehaya & Company, Inc.

Kids Yoga by Hot Yoga Spot

Zumba Classes by Best Fitness

Belly Dancing by Sisters of the Rising Moon

SPECTRUIM
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Alpin Haws,
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lihe godfather'of the Albany poetpy

scenci

BY LIAM SWEENY

sacreative person, it's great to
have creative friends that
have, over the years, really

transformed their discipline in the ar-
ea. In this case, watching them take a
scene adrift and shaping it into a
strong and open community.

R.M. Engelhardt has been a driving
force in the Capital District poetry
scene, with School of Night, Albany
Poets, and Albany Wordfest under his
belt, he continues to push the bounds
of verse and meter.

I connect with R.M. and we discuss
fine black coffee.

RRX: You've in many hours and
minutes over the years building and
maintaining spaces for the Capital Re-
gion’s poets. School of Night and Alba-
ny Poets. | should probably describe
these efforts to our readers, but I'm
gonna play hot potato with the mic and

toss it to you. What hath thou wrought?

R.M: Wow.

Do you have the next 24 hours free?
That’s definitely a big question so I'll
try to break it down a bit. | started
reading poetry at open mics at the Qe2
in Albany roughly around 1993 and be-
came addicted to it. So, to make it short
I've been doing this all for about 30
years now, creating & supporting poet-
ry open mics and opportunities for old
& new poets to share their work. Vox at
the Lionheart, The School of Night at
Valentine’s , Propaganda, Listen!, The
Troy Poetry Mission & most recently,
Invocation of The Muse, a monthly po-
etry open mic which | began at Lark
Hall last year in downtown Albany. Al-
so over the years I've created mixed
media events, benefits for good causes
like the annual Halloween Edgar Allan
Poe Tribute. In 1999 | created the

i~

group “ Albany Poets (now a part of
The Hudson Valley Writers Guild) with
friend and poet Thom Francis as well
as the now sadly missed yearly poetry
festival The Albany Wordfest which
brought a lot of attention to the Albany
Poetry scene in general and attracted
tons of poets from across NYS and
states nearby to participate. There.

I’'m going to take a breath now.

RRX: Poetry has been around for-
ever; “Let there be light” might be the
first verse, who knows? But poetry has
changed, not so much in structure and
flow, which it has, no doubt. Really in
the place that society gives it. With
writing being supplanted by content in
the digital age, make the case for poet-
ry: why that and not just living off
memes?

R.M: Well memes are an essential
part of social media and can draw
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R.M. Engelhardy. Photo provided.

attention to your work (humorous/ po-
litical/etc) but in the end no matter
how much poetry changes it is still an
unending means of human expression.
When this was somewhat new several
years ago ( nstagram) poets used me-
mes as a integral part of their presenta-
tion and their writing and brought at-
tention to themselves. Some with shock
value, others with art. But as most
things the fad it has come and gone.
Become commonplace. So in the end it
looks like the actual words and poetry,
what matters the most actually won.
Personally? | like creating funny me-
mes which attract people to my work
and the small indie press which | run
Dead Man’s Press Ink.

RRX: Anyone going to a poetry
open mic as a spectator probably has a
great, inspiring time, but going as a
participant can be terrifying. |
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remember the first, and maybe only
poetry open mic night I went to, I was
very nervous and just wanted to get the
hell out, but I found it to be very sup-
portive. How can prospective readers
allay their nerves?

R.M. : 1st time I ever read in pub-
lic at a poetry open mic I read two
quick haikus so I could get off the
damn stage as quickly as possible. True
story. And I am still, even after all of
these years an introvert who had to
force himself to become an extrovert.
Nervousness is a perfectly natural re-
sponse to public speaking. Some try?
Never return. But it’s not because of
the audience. My advice to those who
would like to attend an open mic is to
start small. Bring one poem or two,
study them and concentrate on the
words and pauses. Read them clearly
but don’t think about or look directly at
the audience. Concentrate on the po-
ems themselves. And keep doing this
routine until it becomes easier at each

Coe

open mic you go to. There’s nothing to
fear but fear itself and that fear is
imaginary.

RRX: As mentioned before, you
have worked diligently to build a poet-
ry scene in the Capital District and its
hinterlands. That’s not just a phone
call and a three-martini lunch; it’s real
work. It’s probably herding cats some-
times too. Take us through the day be-
fore the year’s biggest poetry event,
whatever that is. What are you doing?

RM.: I recently read some of my
new work out at the Fuze Box here in
Albany on a Friday night, last night in
April actually at an event called H E X
which features both spoken word per-
formances and then goth, industrial
dance music afterwards. A great deal
of my time and effort these days goes
into advertising the event weeks &
days before and on it. For quite awhile
I'll focus one creating the ads, writing
up the invites on social media. But on
the day before any event generally I'm
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working like everyone else. Then after
work or the night before I'll organize
the work I want to read and try to find
a flow so to speak & and the order of
the poems that feels right. Also? After
reading & rereading them I make sure
that I rest before going out. My routine
is to buy/drink some coffee and smoke
a few clove cigarettes before perform-
ing. It helps.

RRX: So R.M,, tell us a bit about
your new book and why it’s different
than some of the books you've pub-
lished in the past? Also, are there any
poetry readings or open mics locally
that you recommend? Thanks.

R.M. : My new book of poems,
RAW is kind of like a homecoming of
sorts. The reason I say that is because
in it’s essence it’s much more like my
earlier work and the poems which I
had published back in the days before
the internet and when poetry zines
still existed mostly on paper.

There is a lot of humor and sarcasm
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as well as political mockery in it but al-
so some poetry about the times we now
live in full of fear and doubt, compre-
hension. I suppose some of the poems
really ask; Where Do We Go From
Here? There is also a poem I wrote for
a friend who was found guilty of a
crime he didn’t commit which also
makes a statement against all that’s
gone wrong in America and what we
need to fix. You can get the new book
through Amazon or Barnes & Noble.
As for poetry and open mics in the Al-
bany, Capital District area you can find
many of them listed on The HVWG (
Hudson Valley Writers Guild) monthly
calendar on they’re website. There’s a
lot going on to be a part of. Invocation
of The Muse Poetry Open Mic I host is
held on the first Monday of each month
at Lark Hall. 7:30pm SignUp*8pm
Start. See you there!

-Are you stuck in a guitar-playing rut?
-Is your practice routine stale?
-Does it lack direction?
-Do you need a push to get your playing to the next level?
-Are you progressing musically?

-Master the fretboard
-Learn harmony and soloing using any mode
-Play both lead and rhythm cleanly & in time
-Double your speed

For more information, visit us at

or call Crystal at
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Talk to our Sales-Team: i\n:f;;cg\@radiOradiox?.com

2 Pool Tables & Darts Available

Takeout & Doordash Available HAPPY HOUR DAILY 3PM-8PM

HOURS
T C TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM-11PM
&QP; H 6:9 FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 11AM-1AM
ST. PUB

KITCHEN OPEN
TUESDAY-THURSDAY: 11AM-18PM
518-463-9214

FRIDAY-SATURDAY: 11AM-12AM
THURSDAY NIGHTS: KARAOKE WITH BENZIEE 8PM-11PM

OUTSIDE SEATING AVAILABLE
facebook.com/thatcherstpub 18 THATCHER ST. ALBANY, NY 12207
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WAMC'S PERFORMING

ARTS'STUDIO
THE MUSIC OF

THE WHO

featuring CARL DIXON of THE GUESS WHO

MAY 20 - 8PM

| MUSIC AT THE MOVIES

ROLLING STONES + GIMME SHELTER MAY. 2

.. 3 :
TICKETS AND INFO - THELINDA.ORG 339 CENTRAL AVENUE - ALBANY
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RYAN’S WAKE

PUBLIC & HOUSE

5/17- HAIR OF THE D0G RSN

CAP REGION'S HOTTEST PARTY BAND ‘ 5 /zq’— TH E ACE ENTS |

3/31- THE KYLE BOURGAULT BAND WEmme
R L 6/7- THE SQUIDS

6/14- YACHT MASTERS NY YacHT Rock

LT /04— THE TROY MusSIC Revue

FEAT. THE FAMILY TREE AND SPECIAL GUESTS

RYAN’S WAKE | 403 RIVER ST. | CITY OF TROY, NEW YORK




A LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BOOKSTORE AND HEADSHOP.

30 SARATOGA AVE, WATERFORD NY L

!

11-6 TUESDAY 11-7 WED-SUN \é’«
S

CLOSED MONDAY \T\‘@

.

i C

Aiways here when .
you need us!
L = -

el
— -
e
ol =
-

Freedomthruhypnosis.com

"It is my privilege to guide you
towards self-healing through
insight and self-empowerment
as you pave your path to
freedom."

Anger Management /| Anxiety Reduction / Bruxism / Fibromyalgia
Fear of heights, flying, death etc./ Grief Management / Panic Attacks
Past Life Exploration/Pain Management /| /Phobias / Creating New Habits /
Self-esteem/Confidence Building /| Smoking Cessation /Trauma /
Soul Work /7th Path Self-Hypnosis© | Weight Management

Call Joan Ann Fissette for a
Complimentary Consultation
(518) 526-5012

5 Longkill Road, Suite 2,
Ballston lake, NY 12019

EightillherapyitSenvices

EDA'ApprovedilolReduce PaintandiIncreaselCirculation

y, Frequencies
Erequency/BiofeedbackiSenvices
SeelWebsiteiforEvaluationi&iBalancing

lighttherapysenvices:com

WelKilllParasites; Bacteria; Bat, Sar&/AlllO@ther\Viruses
Whenjyoulstrengthenlyouriimmunelsystem);
youlreducejtheleffectsiofidiseaseland stressfonlyournbody:

Benefits of: Light TheraPYusing infrared’redfand bluellED;s:

Reduces: Acne Bacteria, Neuropathy Pain, Arthritic Pain, Inflammation
Reduces Pain of: Carpal Tunnel, Tendonitis, Tennis Elbow, Sprains

Strengthens: Immune System, Boosts: Cellular Reproduction,
Increases: Circulation, Improves: Wound Healing

AllEissette 51827097406}
Al@Lighttherapysenviceslcomiforialfreelconsultation
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' ~  Hours of Operation:

[ Weekdays: 7am-5pm ! P e

[ Weekends: 8am-5pm i SN THE BULL AND BE

' ' P 7 - | MEADERY & TASTING ROOM
] . \ & i & : o : Ay
' \ - R A\ 29 W ~ Tues-Thurs: 12pm-8pm
\ \ "-. 2 e o, Fri-Sat: 12pm-9pm i

; SO ¢ . Sun: 12pm-5pm

‘ ¥ A ¢4

A\ | : b J
\ ﬁ \ ¢ A g NS e : j WEEKLY EVENTS
coffee. . NGB ==
\ - \ AN T Y "\ WEDNESDAY - Indutry & Guest Bartende g
r o' b e AR/ % " THURSIAY - NovieNight:Gam
N - R, IR 0 ) O | FRIDAY - Happ Hour $1-0f Beers & Ciders

e T

Follow us on instagram @Aliascoffeeny

219 4th Street Troy NY

CALLANAN est. 1883

A@}JI]

Hot Mix ﬁSPha"‘ 8 Southwoods BLVD.
Crushed Aggregate Albany, NY 1211

Ready Mixed Concrete (518) 374-2222
Construction Paving Services

INDUSTRIES, INC.

Asphalt Emulsions - Tack Coat A CRHCOMPANY

Customer Service Ready Mix Concrete

Asphalt & Aggregate
1-800-446-8649 1-888-473-9649

Corporate Office: PO Box 15097 Albany, NY 12212
www.facebook.com/Callananindustries
www.callanan.com

-ﬁay Attention When Driving in Work Zones
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BY LIAM SWEEN

grew up on comics. X-men. Wolver-
I ine in particularly. Something about

claws that could rip through any-
thing on the arms of a rough, beer
drinking, cigar smoking Canuck was
comforting alongside Metallica and
Megadeth. As | got older, I got into the
process and realized | had no artistic
superpowers.

Zack Lynch is the founder of Blue
Shack Comic Company, whose inaugu-
ral title, Vampwyre, explore some very

weird, yet very prescient themes.

I reached out to Zack Lynch and
discussed the comic world.

RRX: You created a comic book
company called Blue Shack, and its
first offering, Vampwyre is on its sec-
ond issue. Vampwyre is pretty out
there, and in a great, poignant way.
From what | read, it's about an Al
phone that resurrected its owner so as
to continue in its purpose. Did | get all
of that right?

“ Vampwyre. Photo provided. ™

ZL: Yes. It is much more complicat-
ed than that, but that is indeed the ba-
sic idea for the mechanism of creation.
The story follows the offspring Tyrus
2.0, aka Vampwyre, from creation to
full awareness.

RRX: So Vampwyre touches on Al.
We have strong feelings about real Al
as artists and writers. ChatGPT might
as well be Skynet to me. Do you think
it's easier or harder to produce some-
thing that has themes like Al, that is

May 2023

changing daily in our society?

ZL: It couldn’t be any easier finding
fresh source material. Al is quickly
evolving these days. When I first had
the dream of Vampwyre in 1994 it was
pretty farfetched. Now it’s nearly reali-
ty. So love or hate Al it’s pretty easy to
find an angle of discussion.

RRX: A Kickstarter is out there for
Vampwyre, and there was a good
amount of interest, judging by the
pledges. Is it pledges? Or donors? It’s
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obvious that Kickstarter is the toolbelt
of an indie project, but many sit there.
How did you get so much interest in
your project?

ZL: The interest on Kickstarter
comes from face-to-face conversations
and social interactions. A lot of phone
calls, telling the story to anyone who
will listen as well as the social media.
Typically, once someone has heard the
story they are interested. Whether or
not they get to Kickstarter is another
issue. Getting people interested in the
story is all that matters.

RRX: There are a lot of fantastic
writers and illustrators in the comic.
And everyone, | imagine, has to work
hand-in-glove. So let's lay it down.
You're prepping a blank fille. What pro-
gram? And who lays what down when?

ZL: To get from Concept to finished
product takes multiple rounds of ap-
plying “pen to paper.” First | have to
get my basic concept in the hands of an
artist who can translate a few story

—f Y
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ideas along with some “bad doodles”
into a visual concept. Next those con-
cepts go to a penciller who illustrates
the pages. Inks are applied by the Ink-
er to finalize/finish the B&W artwork.
Colors are then applied either by com-
puter or watercolor in the old days. The
words are last, they go on top of every-
thing and are done by a “letterer”. Now
you have the artwork and it’s off to the
Layout dept. to get ready for the Print-
er. Having a professional at every stage
is the key to a good production.

RRX: Blue Shack comics, as said
before, has Vampwyre as its main of-
fering. But I'm guessing there will be
more offerings, or else maybe you
would’'ve named the company Vamp-
wyre. Do you have any titles in the
works, or a direction you want Blue
Shack to go, a kind of ‘Mission
Statement?

ZL: Vampwyre is just the begin-
ning of the Blue Shack Earth. Tyrus 2.0
is the catalyst that creates all the other

titles and characters. He is the “Prime
Mover” and essentially creates all of
the other heroes and villains merely by
existing. I don’t want to spoil surprises
but readers can look forward to adven-
tures through time, cultures and geog-
raphy on a fantastic Blue Shack Earth.

RRX: Now to run a comic book
company isn’t just about vision and tal-
ent; it's a business. You have to get the
comics printed and distributed. And
that’s a huge thing. But it’s one thing.
The number of details can add up to
hours of work a day. We know a lot of
artists starting out with dreams, capes,
and cowls. What one thing should they
know?

ZL: Anyone who wants to start an
indie comic company: don’t do it! Not
unless you are working with other
folks with experience. It is a huge un-
dertaking and costly. Comics are fun,
making them isn’'t unless you know
what you are doing. It can be heart-
breaking. My advice is to find
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professionals, take classes, attempt
small projects first. Getting smashed
your first venture out can dissuade an
artist right out of the field.

RRX: If there’s anything we
missed, now’s your shot to add it. Also,
we're a big network. Who do you think
we should have in our contacts, locally,
regionally, maybe even nationally?

ZL: | can't forget to thank the Art-
ists!! Along with myself the original
concept art was improved greatly by
Kim Vincent Harris. The Penciller is
Jason Baroody. The Inker is also the
Team Captain, Mark McKenna, who
brought the other book artists along
with him... Ross Campbell adds the
colors to the pages, then Dezi Sienty
letters and lays out the pages to wrap it
up. Yes, | created and wrote the book
but without these guys there wouldn’t
be a “book”. Thanks guys!!

Doors at 2pm
Music 2:30pm
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Big

Serving the Capital Region!

ger

PRINTS

"Whiskey Pickle is a whisk (e) y
centric bar in Downtown Troy, NY.
Featuring local and international
spirits, creative and classic
cocktails, regional craft beer and
small bites. Come get a Pickle

Club or a round of pickleback We're a Creative Studio, Vinyl & Print Shop
shots! Specializing in Large Format Prints.
518.328.4810

hello@biggerprints.com

Canvas Prints

Mugs & Promotional ltems
Enlarged Photo Prints Vinyl Decals & Lettering
Posters & Banners T-Shirts & Apparel
Marketing Materials & So Much More...

1505 route 9 Halfmoon NY
Located in Glennpeter Plaza 518_ 8 07 B 5 512 O Memity -MWMQ:daymme :pm,zpml:h‘ms’adcym s

Friday and Saturday- Live Music 6-9pm, karaoke 9:30-Midnight

2839 US-9, Ballston Spa, NY (518) 886-8695

THE QALLEY e0

OUR MENU AV AILABLE GLUTEN FREE

ailable
_ Take out aV
em.ertainment weekly

99% OF

- Live

Brewery and Tap Room

< A .. _ Outdoor seating
Hours \d _ &
it g W _
Wed & Thur 4-9pm X @; -
BAR AND GRILL W
Eri 4-10pm Bar Bites specials available Weekday Specials
12—4pm.Monday throu.gh Friday Monday - 10 wings $10
Sat Noon-10pm We will also be offering a $6 Tuesday - 3 tacos for $10
craft beer, and $3 domestic Wednesday - $2 off all burgers
= Thursday - $2 off all quesadillas
Sun Noon-6pm option from 12-4pm. Friday - $10 hand breaded fish frys

* Ask about Sunday Brunch, our daily specials &

entertainment
Monday Wing night, Tuesday Trivia & T , Wednesday Burgerday
Thursday Quesdadilladay, Open Mic & Kids Eat FREE, Friday/Saturday live music & karaoke.
FISH FRYDAY, FREE BURGER BIRTHDAYS, LOBSTER SATURDAY
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Pon) Pen) Pon) v -—\!'\ﬂ-"—BEATS IN THE HEART OF Downrowm—f\!\p—
568’2 666’&; 50&& 63a Putnam Street Saratoga Springs, NY

Upcoming Shows

4/28 - Jimkata 5/7 - Capital Underground

w/ Hanzolo 35th Anniversary Concert
4/29 - Alien Trip Tour 5/12 - The Wheel

Ft: Shiump & Tsimba + Grateful Dead Trivia

5/4 - An Evening with Spafford 5/20 - Prince/Bowie
w/ Escaper
5/5 - Start Making Sense

Featuring over 28 DOORS designated to FHIbIng BendpTrbute:  SleGThe.E-Blak, Ofohd,

ld ft .d i t d d t' House of Saturn
r 1aers, impor n m iCs.
Ccola craits, cracers, ports a omestics 5/6 - Cosmic Turtle, Tops of 5/27 - Bingo with the Queens

Easy bottle return - all brands and no limits Trees, Inconclusive Hosted by Zarria Davenport & Stella Progress

with precounts and drop and go service. . i
Mondays: Family Tree + Sly Fox’s Open Mic Jam

Wednesdays: Line Dancing Lessons w/ Kevin Richards
35 Saratoga Ave A, Waterford, NY 12188 Sundays: Latin Night w/ DJ BoyBoy + Free Dance Lessons

For more info visit us at: www.putnamplace.com or call: (518) 886-9585

221 4th st Troy, NY
(518) 326-2042

a high-standinég
establishment. Two Waterford Locations

FODD - DRINKS - FUN - OUTDOOR PATIO [ At RS b
LIVE MUSIC -NFL SUNDAY TICKET We service children 6 weeks - 12 years

Tues- Sat: Open at 4pm All health guidelines followed and enforced
Sunday Open at Noon , for your child's safety.

Like us on Facehook (J (518) 326-4328 (518) 244-3815




Page 38 ‘; : S]OC*—‘..'L ilLence May 2023
7 e At Culives Rausiluiton

Gregor Hotels of Lake George

Book your summer get-a-away now. e

The ofticial Lake George Hotels of RadioardioX and The Xperience
monthly. Mention us when you book your stay

Lake Haven Lodge & Suites l

Lake George Motel Montreal

An Adirondack Escape in the Heart of Lake George
Sundowner on Lake Jeorge

Live Liffe on the Lahe!

The Sundowner The Lake Haven Motel Montreal

420 Canada Street 442 Canada Street 3 Lake Avenue
518-668-5175 518-668-2260 518-668-5439

sundownermotel.com lakehavenmotel.com lakegeorgemotelmontreal.com

Amenities

& 3 PM. Check-In & BBQ Grills & Picnic Area
& 11 A.M. Check-Out & Covid Sanitized

& Swimming Pool & All Rooms Non-Smoking
& Outdoor Fireplace & Locally Owned & Operated
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"TROY NEW YORK'S HIDDEN VENUE"

"\
HANGAR
ON THE HUDSON
THEHANGARONTHEHUDSON.COM
_ 1518) 272-3740 g7 pyen s moy v 12160
9/ SAINTS AND LIRRS & THE NORTH AND SOUTH DAKOTAS -8pm
/6 GIRL BLUE, REESE FULMER & THE CARRIAGE HOUSE BAND, JIMI W -8pm

9/12 THE CACTUS BLOSSOMS - 7pm
9/18 ROUGH FRANCIS W/ KILLER KIN, MYSTERY GIRL, CHEAP HEAT -8m

OUTDOOR COVERED SEATING WED-SUN 2PM-8PM
600 RIVER STREET TROY, NY 12180 (518) 272-9740

I
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PREMIUM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
SALUTES OUR COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

X

DOCTORS, NURSES OR MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL TEACHER

POLICE, FIRE OR EMT

ENLISTED MILITARY OR VETERAN

To see if your employment qualifies for our Community Champions
program reach out to a Premium Mortgage Corporation Loan Officer.
This program can be used with Conventional, FHA, USDA and VA financing on bath primary and secondary residences.

Contact your Premium Mortgage Corporation Loan Officer for additional information on this program.

Jeff Dorrance

Loan Offices | NMLS# 1427884

Licensed in FLNY

(518) 414-6221 cav op et

jdorrance@premiummortgage.com 4

435 New Loudon Road Premlum @

Latham, NY 12110 .
NALS# 1695490 (516} 24001 MORTGAGE CORPORATION s

www.PremiumMortgage.com
Premium Mortgage Corporation HO: 2547 Montoe Ave., Rochester, NY 14518 | NMLSS 3254 | TollFree: (B44) 7930177 | Licensed Mortgage Banker NYSDFS

The Information provided hese is for educations! purpo:
a0 atvertisement or oan estimat. Cument infimest ra

hen intesest rates and loan program informaton ase included, it is B
peograms and quakcation crtria can change &t any time.If

Justeation purpases only and not 2 solicitation or quats for services. This s not
2 Questions of néed assistance, we can be reached using the contact information
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Steve Hammond

An interview with Troy’s quiet superstar

BY SETH CASALE

atching Ice Queen’s singer
and guitarist on his knees
soloing over the heavy beat

of the father-and-son rhythm section of
the thrash band could certainly con-
found, if you were only familiar with
Steve Hammond from his honky-tonk
band The A.M.s or had spoken to the
erstwhile quiet musician. Here pos-
sessed of a piercing thrash vocal style
and shredding guitar playing that
seems miles away from what you knew.

e

I sat down with the man himself and
found it all made perfect sense.

RRX: What are some early memo-
ries of music in your life, and how did
those shape your desire to make music
and your understanding of it?

SH: My parents weren’'t super mu-
sical, but there was music around. |
grew up pretty rural, on a farm and
ranch so it was mostly country music
around. My parents liked 50’s and 60’s
rock music as well.

ner 1 (=8|
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Steve Hammond. Photo provided.

RRX: It seems like that informed a
lot of your country aesthetic.

SH: Yeah, it kind of did, | wasn't re-
ally into country. As a little kid | was,
but then I very much wasn't into it
through high school. It wasn’'t until my
20's when | got into old school country.

RRX: What was your first recorded
musical endeavor, and when was that?

SH: When | was about 12, | was su-
per into thrash metal. An older neigh-
bor kid on the next farm over was a

metalhead, and he let me borrow tapes.
| listened to thrash that he was listen-
ing to. | was starting to play guitar, so |
started writing my own songs and play-
ing them into a boombox at around 12.

RRX: Thrash bands like Overkill or
something in that era 90's?

SH: Yeah, this would have been
about 1990, it was pretty limited. Me-
tallica of course Megadeth, Nuclear as-
sault, D.R.1

RRX: I've seen your recordings
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pressed in vinyl a lot; do you always
press your recordings in vinyl?

SH: No, definitely not,
expensive.

RRX: T've got your Ice Queen 7
inch.

SH: Yeah, that was recorded specif-
ically for 7 inch but yeah, I have several
solo albums I never put out on record. I
put out the last Honky Tonk record on
vinyl, but the 3 or 4 before that were
just on tape and digital.

RRX: Tying into that, can you tell
me about Lorchestral Recording
Company?

SH: Yeah, Lorchestral Recording
Company AKA Lorco its just me releas-
ing my stuff. I had a couple sort of bad
indie label experiences 15 or 20 years
ago so after that I didn’t worry about
that and released it myself. There’s one
of my old bands that I still don’t have
the digital rights to our first album that
was put out way back in 2009, so yeah
record labels, just don’t be dicks. The
way I look at it is I make our music for
myself, because it’s what I like. I hav-
en’t ever worried about being success-
ful at it. 1 look at success as having
nothing to do with money or popularity.
I'm happy when people buy it, but a
successful musician is just someone
that can fulfil their vision. Money and
popularity are kind of a different
business.

RRX: Do you engineer all your own
music when you record?

SH: Mostly with some outside help
occasionally. It’s been a lot more conve-
nient to just do it myself.

RRX: And you know what youre
doing so...

SH: Well, I know what I'm going for.
I hope I'm learning all the time.

RRX: Ice Queen, can you tell me
something about how that came to be
how you got in touch with the drummer
and his dad?

SH: Ice Queen was a solo project. I
just started recording lo-fi raw thrash
stuff and I made 2 albums kind of solo

it’s too

[
style. When I met Jay, we were just lis-
tening to some metal and he said we
should make this band, my son’s a
drummer. So Jay and Devin Vander-
Voort are the rhythm section, maybe
the only father and son rhythm section
in thrash metal.

RRX: The lap steel on Honky Tonk
Record Club #1, have you always played
lap steel?

SH: | only play steel on one song,
and the rest is a really amazing pedal
steel player named Bud Melvin, he
played on most of that record.

RRX: What advice would you give
your younger self with regard to
music?

SH: That’s a hard one, I don’t know
if I'd do anything. Maybe I would say
listen to different music earlier on that
I didn’t learn about till later on, some
artists I didn't listen to till later might
have had an influence sooner.

RRX: What advice would you give
young or any age musicians struggling
to try to make a dent in this industry?

SH: Going back to how I dont
equate money and popularity with suc-
cess I don’t know that I'd have anything
to tell a young musician except make
music for yourself. Make the music you
want to hear,

You mentioned Ice Queen, I have 3
bands in total currently. Rabid Chil-
dren has amazing players, Chris Brown,
Dave McDonald, Frank Moskowitz,
and that band is a pop band, I like to
call it heavy pop or noise pop. The oth-
er band, the A.M.s which is my honky-
tonk band, play some of my solo stuff.
We also play originals from the other
guys. That band has Dan Prockup from
Pony in the Pancake, Jason Reyes of
Abyssmals on the bass, both those guys
are singing with me and I'm switching
between lead and steel guitar and then
we have Jesse McCaughey the drums.

RRX: How about a website for
Lorco?

which is Lorco.Bandcamp.com
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Under New Ownership

Lunch: 11am - 4pm Mon - Fri
Dinner: 4pm - 9pm Mon - Thurs
4pm - 10pm Fri - Sat
Happy Hour: Mon - Fri 4pm - 7pm (Bar Only)

77 Washington Ave. Rensselaer NY
518-463-3318
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193 RIVER STREET

DOWNTOWN TROY

WWW.SAWTOOTHIEWELRY.COM
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The Heig hts BY JOE BARNA

et’s Pray...

NO...I'm talking about Keith
Pray...Come along and learn about this
beautiful man.

In every community there resides a
unique crop of exemplary individuals
that help elevate the consciousness and
enrich the culture that exists within.
One such person | have continually
looked towards for guidance and inspi-
ration is none other than saxophonist,
organist, friend, educator, father and
husband, Keith Pray. For the better part
of 30 years this gracious man has of-
fered his talent, humility, kindness,
generosity, advice and wisdom to so
many. Any attempt to list all those lives
he has touched would be impossible.
However, as one of the many he has un-
conditionally given his time and talent,
I'd like to lend my perspective to the
question “Who is Keith Pray?”

Most known for his rich soulful
tone on the saxophone, Pray has found
himself on nearly every upstate New
York bandstand, both as a first call side-
man and leader. His ability to seamless-
ly weave his way creatively through any
musical situation challenges restraint
and defies the limitations that many
others struggle to emancipate them-
selves from. Whether in a jazz quartet, a
big band, funk band, avant garde en-
semble, rock band, latin group or other-
wise this magician of music finds a way
to be authentically himself and accom-
modating artistically. It's no wonder
why he is beloved on and off the band-
stand by both musicians and
non-musician.

But wait, there is so much more to
this gentle force of nature known as
Keith Pray.

Did you know he is a black belt Ai-

kido instructor?

Did you know he has recently devel-
oped into one of upstate New York’s first
call jazz organists?

Did you know he runs a summer
camp for instrumentalists dedicated to
furthering their improvisational
abilities?

Did you know he has a talented son
named after groove master Maceo
Parker who is developing into one of the
area’s top hip hop beat writers for other
artists?

To say Keith Pray is a well rounded
man who offers his talents in many
varying arenas would be an understate-
ment. His commitment to his family,
the music, his martial arts discipline,
his friendships and beyond is some-
thing to behold. It has been 27 years
since this inspiring soul entered into
my life. I can honestly say that the joy,
camaraderie, ups, downs and musical
collaborations with which we have en-
gaged has helped shape my perspec-
tives in ways | might have otherwise
never known.

Let’'s go beneath the surface a bit,
shall we...

I'd like to explore a question that
seems never to present an explicitly de-
finitive answer, “What is greatness?”
Here’s my perspective in relation to the
subject of this month’s article, Keith
Pray.

Please indulge me for a moment...

I define greatness, pertaining to an
individual, as one who possesses the
characteristics of integrity, humility,
sincerity, honesty, compassion, loyalty
and self awareness. When combined in
the musical realm with traits such as
great tone, reliable time feel, pleasant
sound, creative improvisationally, mal-
leable stylistically, versatile, flexible and

all around professional | believe this is
where a fork in the virtual road meets
and one’s label of greatness is warrant-
ed. In keeping with this thought, if a
combining of these elements is a formu-
la for defining what one might perceive
as great then | testify today that Keith
Pray is greatness. Why? Because, he is
all of these and more.

Too often we overlook the contribu-
tions of those in our own communities.
We bestow upon them the label of “Lo-
cal Musician” in an attempt to shackle
them down to a level that makes others
comfortable, less threatened and equal.
However, one must not mix words and
convolute meanings. Local is a term
that aids in defining one’s geographical
location. It’s not meant to define the lev-
el as to which an individual contributes,
elevates or perpetrates their given disci-
pline. An artist can simultaneously live
in a local community and possess with-
in themselves a talent deserving of
worldly recognition. | ask you, what if
John Mayer, Wynton Marsalis, Justin
Timberlake, SADE, Trey Anastasio,
Dave Matthews or Bruno Mars lived
next door to you in Troy? Would you la-
bel them as a local talent? The answer is
no..Why? Because their talent has
earned them the consideration of being
great at a craft beyond the constraints
of their locality. Labeling them simply
as a local act or talent would be nothing
aside from a gross attempt at diminish-
ing the value of their contributions.
Maybe by viewing artists through a lens
of ability and worth, rather than from
where they have chosen to set up resi-
dence, would offer an opportunity to
the listener to see the deeper value in
those around them.

Over the years I've heard many con-
versations where those such as Keith
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Pray get described by others as “Great
for a local player.” I'm here to tell you
that there is nothing local about the tal-
ent of Mr.Pray. Maybe | am biased be-
cause | love this cat with every ounce of
my being. Maybe it's because of the
sheer joy he has brought into my life.
Maybe | say these kind words due to
what seems like 1000’s of performances
we have participated in together. No...1
say these words not because | am bi-
ased, but because they are true.

You see, greatness is reserved for
those touched men and women with
whom have done the work to earn such
a confirmation. Across the board they
have done so voluntarily while asking
for little to no rewards in return. They
live honestly and show courage through
adversity, never wavering on their mis-
sion or surrendering their journey to
anyone. Keith Pray, at least from my
perspective, is one of the all time greats.

Now onto the show...

On Friday, May 19th the Keith Pray
Quartet will be making their first ap-
pearance at the area’s newest and hip-
pest joint for live jazz, Alias Coffee
Roasters. This show will include some
of New York State’s most in demand art-
ists including pianist John Esposito,
bassist Otto Gardner and myself on
drums. In classic fashion Pray will hold
down the sax chair, as he leads the way
through an exhilarating 2 sets of excit-
ing repertoire. The shows will be at 7:30
and 9pm.

We invite each of you to come cele-
brate this engaging group’s inaugural
performance inside Alias Coffee Roast-
ers, located at 219 4th Street, Troy NY.

Get Up, Get Out, Get Inspired

Thank You,
Joe
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m 16 Beers and
3 Cider on Tap

NYS Inspections, Computer Diagnostics,
Brakes/Tires, Steering, Suspension, Lube;Oil
and Filter, Differential Services and MORE!
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A Mechaniec You Can TRUST!

122 Ontario Street Cohoes
518-237-8170

Fo@%o 41 112th Street, Troy

|
|
SPORTS BAR & GRILLE (518) 235'4141 !

Hours
Thurs: 4pm til Midnight
Fri & Sat: 4pm-2am
Sunday: llam open

Kitchen Hours
Thurs-Sat: 4pm-9pm
BAR 6 KITCHEN Sun: llam-3pm

=#  5/5: Nymbis - 9pm
" 5/19: Hanzolo -9pm

TWIDDLE x4
DOGS IN A PILE - TAUK
GIANT PANDA GUERILLA DUB SQUAD
MIHALI & FRIENDS
ONE TIME WEEKEND
| AN IN THE WATER

5/20: Albany
Artifact Sale - 1-4pm

Nerd Beer and Dope Food,for Reals

4

a18-694-0670 LOSTANDFOUNDALBANY.COM
942 Broadway Albany,NY 12207 | B Copiftin
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156 4th Street Troy Y

WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 12pm to 7pm
www.eatmallos.com

WE CAN INSTALL ON ANY OF THESE TYPES OF ROOFsS

-SLATE /\ -INVERTED FASCIA

-RUBBER - E—l |

-ASPHALT 3
-HEATED GUTTER -5 AND 6" SEAMLESS GUTTERS
-GUTTER PROTECTION -GUTTER CLEANING/REPAIR
-GUTTER HOODS -STAINLESS MESH

-HOUSE -DECK -DRIVEWAY -CONCRETE

livesafeconsult@gmail.com
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(\ jpcv 1TLence

606 3RD AVENUE
WATERVLIET, NY
(518) 238-3687

May 11 Paint and Sip
May 12 Sticks and Stones
May 19 Act Your Age
May 20 Sean Feeny

May 5 Cinco de Mayo
drink specials

WATERVLIET'S

ONLY

FRAESIEHSR B

OPEN

Tues - Wed: 3PM - 10PM
Thuzrs - Fri: 3PM - 11PM
Sat: 12PM - 11PM

Patrick's pub Gift certificates
make great gifts

Takeout

Great Beer List and | |
Large Selection of
Spirits

Tuesday Night
Wing Night!

Patio Open for Season!
Gift Certificates Available

Kitchen open until 10:30pm

# EAT IN/TAKE OUT &

MUSIC STUDIO

564 Bloomingrove Drive, Rensselaer, NY 12144
rockysmusicstudio.com ~ (518) 429-6380
Lessons - Accessories- Clinics
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BY JOHNNY MYSTERY

elcome to Dunn, North
Carolina, Anytown, USA,
population around ten

thousand. It's not the kind of place you
would expect anything extraordinary
musically. There is no Beale Street.
There is no Graceland or Sun Record-
ing Studio. It is, however, the home-
town of a guy whose influence on rock
n roll is absolutely undeniable.

You've either never heard of Link
Wray or know him as the man who in-
vented the power chord. Ask any guitar
slinger worth talking about. Pete
Townsend, Jack White or Jimmy Page
will tell you that Link showed them the
power that they could have in hand if
you just take some time and learn how
to play. In the documentary film “It
Might Get Loud” Page blissfully played
air guitar to Link’s infamous record

“Rumble. But we’ll talk about that song
in a minute.

Link was born in Dunn, North Car-
olina on May 2, 1929. In the late 1950s,
when rock n roll was just catching on,
Mr.Wray was an innovator , constantly
searching for ways to sound dirtier,
grittier and even more menacing. This
is my kind of player! He was a vision-
ary who experimented with sound and
would set the tone for decades to come.
Hard rock, classic rock, punk and even
metal can trace their roots to Link
Wray.

Link joined the Army and fought in
the Korean War from 1950 to 1953.
During this time, he came down with a

fi?';f

bad case of tuberculosis and had to be
hospitalized stateside for about a year
and had one lung removed. Doctors
told him to forget about ever singing.
But it was the sound of that “geetar”
that would bring him fame. The sound
and aggression of his playing is unmis-
takable on his record “Rumble.” Noth-
ing up till that time sounded like it, live
or on record. It sounded like a rumble,
so much so that it was banned in sever-
al major markets because some city fa-
thers thought it would incite riots and
violence among teen gangs around the
country. To this day it stands as the on-
ly instrumental to be banned from the
radio in the United States.

“Rumble” came about as an accident,
if you believe the way Link tells it. He
and his band,” The Ray Men” were do-
ing record hops in Washington DC and
a fight broke out at one of them. Just
for fun Link started out the famous
chord progression and played it as the
fight progressed. People began asking
for it during the rest of the night, thus
prompting Link to consider that per-
haps he had something. Not long after,
a song was worked up and arranged
and recorded. In order to get the rough
and raw sound he craved, Link poked
holes | the speakers of his recording
amp. The invention and availability of
the fuzz box or distortion pedal, as it's
also called was some years away. Slic-
ing up your amp was the next best
thing and it worked.

There was no luck in shopping the
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song around until Cadence Records
owner Bill Blair heard it and even he
didn't like it until his daughter heard it
and convinced him it would be a hit,
which it was. They followed up “Rum-
ble” with several other singles, namely,
“Ace Of Spades” which was featured in
the 1994 film “Pulp Fiction,” “Rawhide”
and “The Swag.”

In 1971 Link proved those doctors
wrong and recorded a self-titled album
in which he sang and played every sin-
gle song on the record. As the 70’s
rolled on he continued to record, and
others were covering some of his cata-
logue. Want to hear one of the greatest
live albums of all time? I recommend

“Live At The Paradiso.” I found it quite
by chance in a cut out bin years ago
and baby it smokes!!!

Link continued playing Kkiller shows,
right up to the end. He left our mortal
coil on November 5th, 2005. His influ-
ence is still felt today from artists such
as, The White Stripes, Iggy Pop, The

‘ o {;
Specoal celebratlons Weddings,
Birthdays, Private & Corporate

Events and More! e @
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Black Keys and anyone who wields the
almighty “POWER CHORD.” Every
year in the first week of May, Dunn
North Carolina celebrates its favorite
son with memorials, parades and par-
ties because let’s face it, parties and pa-
rades are what rock n roll is all about.
Rock just takes everything fun in real
life and just makes it bigger. Some peo-
ple will do anything in life to be no-
ticed. Rock stars just do it bigger.

On the local scene, be on the look-
out for a band I've just discovered.
They're a three-man group called
“Same Old Rat.” They just recently
played in Troy at “The Eldorado.” Their
music is loaded with catchy riffs and
great vocals, and it’s flavored with a
cool nineties’ vibe. Let’s hope they re-
cord soon.

That’s it for this ish.... now go out
and hit the bins. Hey, isn't Record
Store Day coming again soon?

-CO

Master Balloon'Scqutor

Sculpture, Bouquets, Live Twisting. Arches &

~ . Columns, Glitter Tattoos, Custom Decorations

and More!
balloongaljenny@gmail.com

5182285208377
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FACEBOOK.COM/ALBANY.FUZEBOX
INSTAGRAM.COM/THEFUZEBOX
TWITTER.COM/FUZEBOXALBANY 1

Now Open Thurs 8-12pm Fri & Sat 8-2am with D)-3DG Every WeeR

5/5 HEX Goth Industrial Night and C.O.L. Dark & Kinky Munch 8:30pm - $10

5/6 It Came From Oneonta 3 Bands 6:30pm - $10

5/12 Original Alt Music Showcase 4 Bands 6pm - $12

5/13 GoGo Gone Dark DarkR Dance & Vamp Vixens Burlesque 9pm - $10

5/17 Cat Wolf, LadyByrd & House of Saturn Funk Rock Show 7pm - $10

5/19 Resist The Club/Untz Goth Industrail Dance Night 9pm - $10

5/20 Frozen Sun/Flat Wounds/First Borne 7pm - $10

5/21 Xperience FuzeBox with Black Belt Jones, The Va Va Voodoos & Gus Unplugged 2pm -$10
5/27 Fallen Youth Rock Show 7pm - $10

5/28 C.0.L. Kinky SRetch N Sip 4:30pm - $25
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